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IR T meeting the probable demands on its resources.” We trust
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Current Topics.
Ehew ! fuguces labuntur anwi. 1395 is
ended, 1896 is begun. The century is on
twee ' .bhe home stretch. What a..diﬁ'erence be-
1 the condition of the world now and as it was a hun-
'ed years ago. Will there be a similar difference hetween
% we are and what will be a hundred years hence !
a Z";ztless the men o'f 1796 ‘thiought they were a long way
of ﬁle of the'old fog}es (.)f 1696. What .w11]‘the:nl}u:blban?s
Mathe earth l‘n 1996 bhlnk' of us \x"hu live in 1896 7 Tt is
T a curious speculation. With each century a new
-g:::io".]initti.ng influence seems forbh—coming_}'. The printing
O Slgnalized  the fifteenth century.  Discovery of new
wnmnents the sixteenth, religious wars the seventeenth.
Oe::lml Ox‘!:uusti.on and torpidity markf.:d the eighteenth
b "Yl' b.te.mn is the great even't of the nineteenth a,nd'pro~
esiz’]:‘ ectricity will be the motive power of the twentieth.
S that, we have to look forward to the “ new woman.”
::\:he be more lovable or mere charming than '_the one we
and love so well” We doubt it. One thing we may
SWe of, human nature will not changs. What Shake-
¢ wrote will remain true to the end of time. One touch
Qni)tll;l,.e will a.lways\nmke Fhe w.hole world kin.  Old I’OC.()]-
o N“: 01(} hopes, 91(1 fancies will ';»l\'ays' come back W.lth
Wig), WTW Year. With each recurring anniversary the wish
lich we greet our .readers a very Happy New Year
® echoed and re-echoed, no matter how changed our

The New
Year,

wilj
eria) surroundings may be.
N ()J‘T the 1st inst. the London tl‘imes, in an
Politicg. editorial on the present political outlook,
gme'ns says ;¢ Th-e new year opens with mingled
X (‘)‘ At.home the auguries are in every way favourable.
in Utlook of external politics is most serious, even alarm-
Vh;,t 8;16 I'eviva‘l of the war spirit ‘in the United Stfmtes, or
tig in ltnmla,tes it, and the prolongmg.of t.he' uncertain posi-
Ay end; he Efa,st are almost equally disquieting. The long
Ing crisis in South Africa has become acute. Weare
oy, c;l;'herefore, to be prepgred for contingencies, which
~ for a vigorous exertion of power, that last resort

is abundantly obvious that every preparation must be made
to prepare for a test. Canada has its part to do, and

should do it promptly.

It appears that Dr. Jameson’s invasion of
the Transvaal last Sunday at the head of
seven hundred men was in response to a
long appeal from the Ulitlanders on which were the names of
many leading citizens of Johannesburg. But as Mr. Cham-
herlain at once sent a cable message to the venturrome
Administrator ordering him to return without delay to the
territory of the British South African Company we may rest
assured that no adequate justification exists for Dr. Jame-
son’s apparent breach of the law of nations. The dispute
between the Boers and the Uitlanders is a serious one, and is
made all the more serious by the fact that it may embroil
Great Britain and Germany. Portugal is also interested.
The rich gold mines of the South African Republic have for
years been an attraction to foreigners, and the foreign
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population now demand equal rights with the Boers.
The Boers are not disposed to submit to these demands
—though the demands are well justified—and contemplate
expelling the foreigners. Mr. Chamberlain is believed to
have addvessed himself to President Kruger as clearly and
as firmly as to Dr. Jameson.  Both Governor Robinson and
Cecil Rhodes, Prime Minister of Cape Colony, have repudi-
ated the acts of De. Jameson. The Governor has issued a
proclamation which has been published in the newspapers
of Praetoria and Johannesburg calling upon Her Majesty’s
subjects to obey the law and observe order. Under these
civeumstances it is rather foolish for Berlin to get excited
over the matter and denounce Great Britain for something
Great Britain never authorized or even expected. The
South African Company holds the charter of the Queen, but
the individual acts of its servants are not the acts of the
Company let alone those of Great Britain. Neither the
Company nor the the British Government knew anything of
Dr. Jwmeson’s intentions, and everything has been done
that can be done to counteract and frustrate lis schemes.

On Wednesday night the President of
the United States announced the com-
position of the Venezuelan Commission,
Of the five men who compose it two are judges and one is a
university president. The others, Messrs. Andrew White
and Frederick Condert, of New York, are, no doubt, emi-
neutly fitted for their delicate task. It is reported that Mr.
Bowman, the President of the Manoa Company which
obtained from the Government of Venezuela a valuable tract
of land which the Government did not own, has heen
asked to take the lead in showing the party of Commissioners
over the disputed territory. This Mr. Bowman has played
no small part in stirring up the American Republic to take
the stand it has on the Venezuela boundary question. If he
he has anything to do with the Commission the Commission-
ers will be discredited before they have a chance to begin
operations.
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