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for years entitled to take their places
among the rulers of the nation, appeared in
the Chamber,as is alleged, for the first time
last week ?

Certainly, so far as the etfect of their
appearance and votes upon the ultimate
fate of the Home Rule Bill is concerned, it
is easy to believe that the Radical papers
are right in regarding the summoning of
them as a tactical blunder, which will not
only tend powerfully to defeat its own end,
but will bring the question of the continued
existenoe of the House of Lords itself into
the arena of debate.

THE BEHRING SEA AWARD.

It is not a little mnusing to sec a large
number of people and a considerable section
of the press in the United States declaring
that the award in the Beliring Sea arbitration
is sutisfactory to them, that it gives them more
than they contended for, and indulging in sim-
ilar expressions which indicate a wonderful
capacity for extracting sunbeams fromn cucum-
bers,  Perhaps they have
to having the awards in disputes with Great
Britain given in their favour that, without
stopping to consider the terms of this one,
they jump at the conclusion that it must, as a
matter of course, he a victory for them. Per-
haps when they come to study it they will dis-
at Washington have
done, and admitted, that they have sustained
a signal defeat.
many of them profess to believe, 1s it to he
supposed for a moment, that Senator Morgan
would have declined to give his assent to it {

heen so accusto med

cover, as the authorities

1f it was a victory, as so

Having given the subjoct some eonsidera-
tion, during a somewhat protracted stay in
Victoria, B. C., the chief centre of the Cana-
dian sealing industry, while the case was heing
prepared, let we state how the award in-
presses me.

The subject, as presented to the arbitrators,
cune under two heads--the  jurisdietional
rights of the United States in the waters of
Behring Sea, amd the regolations which are
advisable to prevent the seals from hecoming
exterminated,

Under the first of these heads the conten-
tions of the United States weve set aside in
every particular.  Strange had it been other-
wise.  The claims were so preposterous that
though the arbitrators listened patiently to
the evidence, their minds must speedily have
been made up that the claimants were out of
¢ourt.  In truth they were condemned out of
their own mouths, since they disputed in 1824
the right of Russia to exercise territorial jur-
isdiction in these very waters, and  Russia
could transfer only what she possessed. The
award on this point carries very important
consequences with it, for it means that the
action of the United States revenue cutters in
seizing Canadian sealing vessels In 1886 and
afterwards, was illogal, and that the govern-
ment will have to pay heavy damages for the
conduct of its officers, who, itis assmmed, wore
acting under instructions.  An estimate of
these damages places the sum at a million and
a half dollars, a nice little sum, though it is
questionable if the tribunal to which the fixing
of (e amount is to be referred will allow such
an amount.  That it will be cunsiderable is
certain.  The damages by the se’aure and de-
tention of the supply steamer Coquittam alone
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last season will be larce.  On this branch of
the case, then, the award is clearly against the
United States on all the points involved.

As to the restrictions to be imposed on
sealing in fature, there is no doubt that the
regulations laid down by the commission will
interfere with the business, but that was to be
expected. Hitherto the sealers have pursued
their calling without regard to a close season,
which applies in the case of the fisheries and
niany other kinds of hunting.  While it may
suit those who wish to derive all the profit
possible during their day, it is the duty of
Governments to guard the public interests and
prevent the killing of the gouse that lays the
golden egg.  There is no doubt that pelagic
sealing, as carried on in the past, would soon
have destroyed the business, and it is only
reasonable that the commission should lay
down restrictions which would prevent the
total aunihilation of the seal herds.  Whether
the negotiations promulgated are reasonable,
there must be a difference of opinion, but with
all the information respecting seal life before
them, the arbitrators werc in a better position
to judge than any interested outsider.  The
restrictions apply in three directions—they fix
a neutral zone around the Pribyloft Islands ;
they provide for a closc season ; and they pro-
Libit the use of shot-guns in sealing in Behring
Sen. )

The establishment of the sixty ile zone
avound the Pribyloff Tslands will make little dif-
ference to Canadian sealers.  They could not
approach the islands hefore, and the extension
will interfere but little with

The establishment of a cluse

of the preserve
their operations,
season will hurt the business of our sealers to
the greatest extent. Thoe vessols have been
in the habit of setting out in February, or
thercabout, and returning in Scptember or
October.  The loss of three wonths in the
middle of the season will curtail the cateli, but
it is probable it will be made up in some
measure by enhanced  prices.  Besides the
close season applies to United States as well
as Canadian sealers, so that our hunters are
placed at no disadvantage in this respect, so
far as pelagic scaling is concerned, Foth
countries fave alike, and no advantage is
vained by cither.  Nor dees it appear that the
prohibition applies to territovial waters in
British Columbia. Tt does not apply to
taking the seals by the usual methods on the
Pribyloff Islands, and if United States sealers
are allowed to hunt in their own territory dur-
ing the close season, the arbitrators would
hardly attempt to deny to Canadiang the same
privilege. 1f this view is correct, a good many
seals will still be faken in Dritish Columbia
waters during the close season. In Behring
Sea, where they most abound, they will be
protected.

The prohibiting of the use of tirearms (with
certain exceptions) appears to be well advisud,
The arbitrators were doubtless led to make
this regulation by the fact that o considerable
proportion of the scals sank and were lost
after being shot, before they could be reached.
The evidence as to the number was very con-
flicting, the percentage ranging from three to
sixty, Taking the mean hetweon these figures
there can he no doubt as to a large destruction
to 1o purpose, and thongh it may interfere
with the cateh to vesort to the old method of
spearing, it will not vestrict it to the extent
that would st fivst sight appear. The seals are
shot or hiarpooned when asleep on the surface
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of the water, so that it i% quite o P
ble to get within spearing a8
shooting distance without alarming
The Indians, who under the change
tions, will be more employed a8 hUn“h
hitherto, are very expert in the use of the
poon.  Besides, the use of firearms is ¥
together prohibited as some seenm o
At first the award will doubtless cau? #‘L

disappointment among those mteres’te
ing, but the advantage is decidedly ¥ wt B nshﬁ
.md, whose coutentions as to tel‘l‘lwn ,ﬂ‘
have been upheld in every par ticular, & o posf

Canada, whose sealers will be entitle ™
damages for the invasion of those righ®
restrictions which will apply in future ™
unreasonable.  They will tend to pn '\ru
profitable industry. Those ulgﬂg‘*‘l e ¥ e
simply have to adapt themselves
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The capital point to know i the .
the general elections is, will the ne¥ r'ﬂ’
supply a working ministerial anO” g
the Old Adam reappear of fxactlnn‘: ¢ e
preferring their narrow views to g
interests of the nation.  If nob the cated /
of Cabinet Aunt Sally will be rlc})‘ e

No journal speaks ¥ beste
the w““k

conditions,

Hersedin,
on this point, but all hope for "
evil is that every Frenchman wal ey e
deputy, then a minister, and ult;nnd“( IJ'
dent of the republic.  There are " "‘p
results of the general elections that ptt? wr
hallotings cannot modify : ¢henextt I)JB':
foat of the Monarchists and the 1 "1 th“a:
langisim,  The Pope has alsu b"w holic! D:‘
the verdict ; bis programme of € 00 ”k'
licanism has not heen wulcﬂmedl)f e :
as the two representatives of o bv’en,,,}.
Comte de Mun and M. Piow ha‘,wuk 10 %p

These gentlemen unde? f
at the

feated.
the Monarchists, who, ,
Holiness, had ¢ pallied 7 to the 1 m».ﬂ*‘”

o . . 1 P
stitution ; the dish was ev ilently ¥ " d“‘
showe o oﬂ ]
dt’*

pidding
rese? e

the constituencies clearly
care whether the Mona rchists e »ny
their old love or not, and &8 yre# o1 ¥ uf‘m
edly objected to the Pope, ho WL\ up " ]i"”
intention in mixing the Chumh;‘mi]e oy
internal politics of France- ‘iVB(

says His Holiness has just ‘“c\ N
predicted and what was deserve " ey"!,pﬁ-ﬂ‘
It is impossible to €los© . sof"ll1|

seven-league-boots  stride of ¢ 0 thelf k"ﬂ(
they have not returned many ¢ mlistﬂeli'
but they display robust f“““esoft‘hml’
minorities at the polls. The C; ldi o
leading Socialish schools have 15}’ “t

. 1.(1 ol
Guesoe and Vaillant.  The R4 II‘WJL

o few seats—what w
unexpected.  But the Radica ot )’ F

roblet, Floquet, and (/]U”enw n‘ieffh
morally defeated by hav l”". ipties ol ¥
second ballot with its uuc‘/'“ a8 bec’,' d ¥
eain of the Republicans per? \.,Llist'i] o

s 1,1thbl'

11e# da hi}

R0, A
expense of the played-out * ¢ tlon;ahl(b
mosaic Donlangists,  ub gow
iti ' N thesitt™” i
ities united may yot rule o
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Gratification is folt, 20 de

n‘z‘
g0, that the majority of the [
3
fess moderate and ])F-Wmc‘ jev of
this is a rather honeymoo? :

tion.  The division list o
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