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MUSIC AND DRAMA.

"THE MILLIONNAIRE'" AT THE GRAND.

DANýIEL SULLY, well known here as an [rish coaiedian,
lias, during the week, been presentiug at this theatre an
Jrish-American comedy entitled IlThe Millionnaire," and
lias scored a marked success so far as hie himself is con-
cerued, but, uufortunately, as is too often the case in
starring, companies, the support is very feeble. Il The
Millionnaire" gives Mr. Sully an opportunity for displaying
an inexhaustible f und of dry humour, wbich is the main stay
of a play that would be otherwise weak. The scenery is
good, that in the second act being especially realistic and
represeuting on the stage the construction of a railway, a
locomotive and various other accessories.

TIIE ACADEMýY.

ON Monday evening Miss Pixley appeared at the
Academy in hier play entitled IlThe Deacon's Daughter."
Owing to unfavourable weather the attendance was not so
large as was expected, but this in no way affiýcted the
enoymeut of those who witnessed tbis play. Miss Pixley
is well known here and the play bas several times been
prodUced in Toronto, but, notwithstanding tbis, one can
afford b sec it again. Messrs. Daly, Grinueil and La-vton
formi a very fair support and are capable in their parts.
Miss Pixley's dancing and singing serve to give variety t0
the performance, and her acting throughout bias lest none
of that vim and go for which she hias always beexi noted.
The photographic scene where she appears in male costume
is by far the best in tbc play. The play itself is a well-
written comedy of a light nature and cotains some very
ludicrous situations.

ONE of the greatest attractions that hias ever been
booked here will occupy the Academy of Music next
weck. The famous French Pantomime Company, direct f rom
the Eden Theatre, Paris, wilI appear in a grand scenic produc-
lion of IlThe Prodigal Father. " The entertainmnent consists
of an entire four-act play produced in pantomnime, not a word
being spoken. This will be the company's second week in
America. Cousidering the magnitude of Ibis engagement
there can be but little doubt that the Academiy will bo
well flled. There will positively be no advance in prices.

THE triumpbant success of Mascagni's ucw opera "lCavai-
leria Rusticana " in Italy lias attracted mucb attention to
the composer, a poor teacber in a little 'Fusean village.

TIIE coming opera season in Russia, both at St. Peters-
burg and at Moscow, promises te be unusually active, espe-
cially in the production of native works. In the former
capital il is intended ta hring ont " Prince Igor," a post-
humous work of the late Alex. Borodin, portions of which
have been performed in the concert-room ; also Tschaikow-
sky's new opera, -,La Dame de Pique." At Moscow, an
unpublished opera, entitled "A Dream on the Volga," by
Anton Arensky, a youngr composer, somie of wlîose works
have gaiued much notice, is te be the principal novelty.
Besid,-s these native works, Melba and the brothers De
Reszké may be counted upon as certain attractions te the
public of St. Petersburg.

IT is said that a new invention in musical instruments
bias been brought out in Austria by a manufacturer living
at Pressburg, wbicb is causing a good deal of interest.
This is called a bowved piano, but is really a case resenib-
ling a pianoforte frame and coitaiuing six violins, two
violas, and two violincellos, the strings of whicb are tuned
ta different notes. The instruments are couuected by cir-
culer bands, which are brought into contact with thie
strings by meaus of the keyhoard, the haînmers of which
bear upon the bauds with varying pressure. The instru-
ment iii said te produce a fine tone, soft or powerful ; but
the principal difficulty in bringing it into practical use
wouId be the tuning of the gut strings required, as wire
strings could not be uuiversally employed.

IN the picturesque old ilorseshue Cloisters aI Windsor,
Euglard, there is living a most interestîug old man, wbo
bas sung in St. George's choir during portion of the reigus
of two sovereigns and the entire reigns of two more. Mr.
John Mitchell is the oldest of the lay clerks of the royal
chapels. Tail, white-bearded, witb fine features and a still
rich and resonant hass voice be is a charming person, wbo
links to a remarkable degree the first and last decades of
Ibis century. Born in Eton in 1809, hoe first sang wben
only six years oId in the choir of St. George's when George
111. was3 king, and lie can distinctly remember seeing that
unhappy monarcli driving post-baste up the long walk. Mr.
Mitchell sang at the coronations of William IV. and Queeu
Victoria, and at the wedding and jubile of the Queen in
Westminster Abbey.

IN criticizing the proposaila establish a Il British
Artist's Room " at the new National Portrait Gallery, thme
Satîtrday Review puts forward as an objection: 'l Would
not aIl Academicians think themselves entitled ta contri-
bute 1 Yet no one would like to deny that, though our
Academy lias always contained a certain number of great
artists, il lias also always contaiued at lcast an equal uum-
ber who could only be called artists by courtesy ; and also,
that some of our greatest and most representative artists
have neyer been even Associates." But that, says the
Pali Mall Gazette, is exaetly wbat is claimed as one of the
great advantages of the proposaI ! Membership of the
Academy will no longer be the only certificate of ablity,
whicb, as the Saturday .Review imputes, is not an infallible
standard. If on that ground alone, the scbeme should fiud
favour.

la tbe piano waning in popularity and giving place te
the violin 1 One would not think se to see the activity
anion- tbe dealers in these instruments on Tremont Street.
And yet it would appear that the violin, cspecially as an
instrument for young girls, is rapîdly increasîng in popu-
larity. The classes in the violin at tbe music sebools are
growing larger, and a " popular " concert to-day eau hardly
be regarded as popular unless a young lady violinist is
included amnong the Iltalent." ln England it is said te
bave fairly taken ils place as an instrument for girls.
After aIl, the piano is really a very modemn instrument
wben compared with the violin. It.is ouly a harp sel in a
box and twanged witb leather covered bamimers. It is
really a mechanical sort of an affair, wbile the violin bas
neyer witbin the meînory of living man or womani been
improved and nover will be. Wbho cares for an old piano
and how mucb will il brin g in the market ? But a violin!
Wbat divine nelody will pour forth, under skilful fingers,
from an old Stradivarius or Amati! The wîzard of Cre-
mona possessed a secret wbîcb no imilator, however kecu,
bas ever been able to, fatbom. Princes and dukes, men of
bigli renown and modern money kings have scrainbled for
the possession of the few rare produets of bis cunning.
Stradivarius died more than one' bundred and fifty years
ago, but the few violins and 'cellos wbich stili exist te
enchant tbe car of tbe world are wortb their weight in
gold. The master of tho piano is a skilful mechanician,
with agi le, supple ingers and an acute musical instinct.
The master or mistress of the violia is imbued witb divine
tire, uniquenchable with age, the gift of the gods.-Boston

OJU-i LIBJtARY TABLE.

AMONG THE MoTHs AND BUTTERFLIES. By J ulia P.
Ballard. New York and bondon: G. P. Putnam's
Sons ; Toronto : Williamson and Company.

How shall we interest youug people '1 How shaîl we
most interest thein'f? How shaîl wc best interest tbem 'i
are the pertinent questions which Miss Balard asks in
one of bier charriiing prefaces, and bow clearly, cleverly aqd
attractively she provides an answer the beautifully illas-
trated and fascinating pages of this volume testify. It is
suthicient to say tîat tbis book is one of those successful
simplifications of scientifie leacbing of wbicb this age is so
prolifie. Tlîougb it is adapted te the mmid of a clîild, il
can be read with pleasure and profit by the adult.

Fot.roVIsu 'rTIM (,GUIDON. By Elizabeth B. Custer. New
York : lharper Brotlhers.

Tbhe readers of Il Boots and Saddles " have, silice the
announicement of bhc preseut volume, cagerly anticipated
ils appearance. Aud we may safely say that not ont of

t1cnibas risen fronm the perusal of its pages dissatisfied.
For thie sanie sparkling style, brigbt cîeeriness of treat-
nment and grapic clearness of narrative are as conspieuous
in the present as in the prcvious volume. Mrs. Custer's
literary aent and thorougli appreciation of bier mubject
enable lier te invest the views of army life aI wild United
States' outposîs, and lber sketches of scenes and personîs
and incidents with a winning and instructive cbarm. The
extracîs froin letters of bier laIe busband, that dasbiug
cavalry leader, General Custer, are very intercsting.

TEiE SQUATTE'rEIt'A-U. A story of Australian Life.
By Roîf Boldrewood. London and New York : Mac-
millan and Company ; Toronto : Williamsoa and
Comipany.

In tracing the fortunes of Jack Redgrave, a typical
Australian gentleman farmer, f roin bis cbarming homo aud
happy and successful life at Marsbmead, te bis new adven-
turc at Goudaree, on the Lower Warrow, Mr. Boîdre-
wood proves himself the possessor of the fertile brain and
facile peu of a cultivated and clever novelist ; and Ihat hie
bas by extensive observation, paiustakiug care and actual
experience provided himself wiîb thc requisite knowledge
and anmple malerial 10 enable him la do justice te bis sub-
ject inatter goca witboul the saying. llow well hie
delineatus Australian character, anîd describes the varied
phasýes of life amîd labour and sconory in the rural parts of
Ibat vast Island Continent, the reader of the hrigbl,
attractive pages of this very interesling tale can testîfy..
Wu may say tîat 10 the Canadian reader il bas an added
cbarmn in that it so well pourtrays the points of similarity
and difference hetwea the great British Domninion of the
Southcrn Ocean and that of the American Continent.

T11E CANADIANS OF OLD. By Philipps Aubert de Gaspé.
Translated by Charles G. D. Roberts. New York:
D. Appleton and Company ; Torouta : Hart and Com-
pany.

If Parkmau, in bis fascinating hislory of IlMontcalm
and Wolfe," lias created a desire for more intîmmate
acquaintance with the Freucli-Canadians of tbat ýeriod,
or if anyone desires te know somethiug of the hospitality,
customs, and superstitions of these sturdy pioueerm of
INew France," bere, under the tille of Il Canadians of

Old," is a book that will do mucb to satisfy and interest
them. Not only lias the anthor produced a slory of con-
siderable interest in itself, but be bas pictured in a quaint
yet graphic manner mauy incidents in the every-day life
of Quebec's early settlers, from the noble seigneur, exercis-

ing fatlicrly sway over bis little parisb, dowu 10 the hum-
blc habitant, content in loyalîy te bis Church and King.
Tbis volume eau bave nono other than a good effiet upon
English readers, winning froîn bhem a more sympathetic
recognitioni of Ibeir Frenchbhrotber's failli and nationality.
bbc work of translation bas been well doue by Prof. Chas.
G. D. Roberts, who deserves credit for bringing before
En glisb eaders so mucb that is historicaily inlerestiug te
aIl Canadians.

111E twenty-fourth volume of IlAlden's Manifold
('yclopedia" lias been issncd. lu this volume, five States
are treated: Michigan, Minuesota. Mississippi, Missouri,
and Montîana. Amnong the cities describcd are Memphis,
Tenu., andi the historie Memphis of Egypt ; Mexico, Milan,
and Mfflaukee. There are biographies of Mendelssohn,
Meyerbeer, Michelangelo, John Stuart Mill, ilugli Miller,
Milman, and' Milton. Among the important topies ini
otlier liues are Mohcorology, Miasmna, Microscope, and
!Mmdn. bhe matter is well brougbîi down to date, and the
illustrations are numnerons and helpful.

bilE Que.rim's i.faqazine for Ibis miouîb comes 10 us wilh
au inherestingY article on " Early Carieaturists," dealing
principally with those of the restoration and onward te
the tume of tbe Georges. Il Somie Notable Dreais " will
cachant believers in the supernatural. Other articles are
one on " Gottfried Wilbelm Leibnitz," on Il The Influence
of tie Bible on the Poelry of lIeinrich Rleine," Il bbe
Beantiful Stiow," IlMr. Swinburne on the Broutes,"
several short pocms, and the usual notes on curront litera-
ture and queriecs end the nrimber. The frontispiece,
entitled "lA Type of Beauty," is good.

T11E quarterly number of the M1agazine ol Poetry con-
tains a brief accounI of about thirty poehs, priueipally of
the United States, and also f urnishes several short poems
and extracîs as examples of their various styles. The
illustrations of the several writers are well executed. It
is diflicult te mention any writer individualîy where there
are soeniany, but for those interested inî tIe less-renowned
wrilers oif lie preseul day Ibis work slîould prove invalu-
able. There is also a collection of current pocaîs, wbich
includes one entitled Il The Gift of the Sea," by Rudyard
Kipling, which is i every way worthy of Ibis rising young
poet. TIhe number is well gotten up and excellently
printed.

Fîiisr aiiong tlhe articles of the English lllustrate<
.illatgaziïze for Novemrber stands one by Frederîck Gale,
illustrated by W. Harold Oakloy, and having au introduc-
tion written hy the Rt. li. Earl of Selboruie. Il is
entitlod Il WinchesterCoeg" and is a full and iuteresting
accourît of tie progress of this fine old school up to tbe
present day. Mrs. Jeune, welI known as lihe beriefactress
of the eilîdren of the poor, gives a description of ler work
under hie title of Il Children's Hlappy Evenings." Other
articles are IIA Holiday iii South Africa," by M. Kelly;

A Royal Surgical Nurse(," by E. Sellers ; and ini addition
to the serial tale, one entitled IlSonia," by Sidney Pickering.
The illustrations are weîl up to the mark, tIhe froatispicce,
IPortrait of Two Gentlemen," front a pieture by Sir

Joshua Reynolds, in the National Gallery, being especiaîly
well execnted.

Temple Bar for November coxtains several interesting
articles, promninent ainong these an anonymous aoie, entitled
IlRleminiscences of nîy lirre at Oxford," is cspecîally
inîeresling ta uîîiversily nien of twenty-tive years ago, and
recaîls several well-knowu naines whieb have since become
famaus. "lMiss Mitford " is the suject of a weîî writîen

and comprebensive sketch, wbicb gives one an insight mbt
the life of one of wbom faoo litîle is kmown. 66 Wolves
aad Wero Wolves," hy C. F'. Gordon Cumnîing, and
IlStanley R.ippeunger's R-ecital," are well worth perusal.
The serial tale, Il Alas," is coutiuued, and this number also
coutains an cxcitiug episode of the Judian muîiny, eutitled

Thec Siege of Sunga Gunge." Other contenîts are
"Letters of a Worldly Woman," and santie verses by

Arthur L. Salmon, called IlSeafoan and Drif twood, " and
"Springs lInmiortality," a short pocm by Mackenzie Bell.

TEiE Omerland Mont1îi, for November bas a numnber of

in est rils prominent among wlîicb are,, Frcmonl's
Place in California's Hlistory," by \Villard B. Farwell, a
concise description of this explorer's influence upon that
country; and "lLove 10 Canada," by John S. Hittell,
evidently wriîlen from a United States' staudpoiut, in
wbicb tîhe writer advocates union between the twa court-
tries. Other contributions corîsist of Il Tbc Bears and the
Historians," by M. W. Sîina; Il Ite Mabratta Country,"
by T. F. B. ; aad numerous tales, euliîled severally, IIllow
Cornisb Jack Showed a Pions Bringiug Up," "lA Niglit
besson," "lA Romance of the Platte," and Il The Animated
Chimueýy." A sonnet, hîy Edward Cummings, eutitled
IlThe Kilîdeer: " and a short poem by J. Herbert Phiîîips,
complete a very inîeresîing number. There are hesides
several short biographical fragments of varions well-kuown
men and wamcn.

Blackwood's Magazine for November opens with a well-
written and unbiased article on the laeIel"Sir Stafford
Northeote," which, sîarting froin bis early days, gives a
brief but concis4e sketch of bis career up te the lime of bis
dealh. J. Theadore Bent furnishes an inîeresting accouaI
of tbc East, called "Ilbarsus, Past and Preseut," showing
bow small are the changes in these casteru countries wheu
compared wiîh bbe fast moving west. Il Customs," by Sir
H. E. Maxwell, M.P., is a liglit and interesting notice Of


