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Rev. Father Drummond

REPLIES
To Ven. Archdeacon Fortin’s
Remarks on his Fust Sermon

ON HOLY SCRIPTURE.

On Sunday, Dec. 10th, a large
songregation assembled in the
Church of the Immaculate Con-
seption to hear the second of the
series ot sermons on The Bible.
Before beginning that second
sermon, Father Drummond said
he would reply to some remarks
made by Venerable Archdeacon
Fortin. The details of the reply
were so instructive and extended
ever so long a time that they
ultimately took the place of the
sermon annotuced, which was
postponed till the 16th of next
January. Father Drummond
said :—

Before continuing the series of sermons

en Iloly Scripture, I wish to reply to

some siriciures made by Venerable
Archdeacon Fortin of this city. Though
ke Joes not mention my name it is clear
that he is girding at me ail the time. As
my first sermon of this series was
preached on Nov.21st,and the Ven.Arcii-
deacon preached ou December 5:h, hs
kad a fortnight to put his thoughts in
erder. Itake the report of them as it
appeared in the Winnipez Tribune of
Pecember 7th., Had this been the
work of a reporter, it woull have ap
peared the day after the sermon;the
fact that the sermon is pablished two
days after its delivery points to carefu;
supervision by the author. I am thas
jastified in  accepting thie Tribune’s
version as correct, The Ven. Archdeacon,
taking for his text Ps. 119, 105, “Thy
word is a lamp unto my foot and a light
to my path,”

pointed ont that it was not a little strange
#hat 1o the face of such words men are stitl
found who discouraze the rea:ing of the
scriptures on the gronnd that they are obs-
sure and contain au element of danger espe-
slaliy tothe unleaned andsunple-minded,

I appeal to those who heard my first
sermon to say if I discouraged the read-
mg of the Scriptures. L dtl no such
thing. I exhorte!l everyboly to read
the Bible, but with care and proper
guidance.

ForTIN: Much is mide of the text in 8t.
Peter’s second epistle where the apostle
speaks oi passages of difficalt interpretation
which the ignorant and unstable wrest to
Weir own pervdition,

Daumyoxnp : Yes, wmnch is made of
this text becanse Si. Peter’s language is
indeed very strong and not easy to ex-
plain away. Catholics have an incon-
venient habit of making much of im-
portant texts.

FortIN : The inference 1s drawn that it is
much wiser to remove the pible from the
eominon people and let them have it only
secondhand through the clergy.

DruMyoxDp : No such inference was
drawn by me. The inference | drew was
that the Scriptures stiould be read by
the common people with the help of ex-
planatory notes by men who understand
¥he text,

Fortin : To him it seemed ahmost sacri-
legious to hold that the oracles of (God are
hike a poison which must be handied only
by experts.

Drumsoxn :  Yet, to speak of certain
passages as a dangerous poison is very
like what St. Peter says about “wresting
the Scriptures unto their own destruct-
tion.,” Poison, properly admninistered,
often saves life, and is therefore ex-
tremely precious.

Forrix : Burely, when Christ, speaking to
a mixed maititude, said “Search the Scrip-

tures,"he did nol command them to do what
xhoald prove fata' to their soul’s salvation.

Druyyoxp @ In the first place, Christ
was not speaking to a mixed multitude.
Read the context of John V. 39, whence
the text is taken. I will qnote from the
Protestant Auathorized Version. “The
Jews,” to whom he is speaking are not
the comuon people ; they are fanlt-find-
ers, who seek to kill him (John V. 18)
they are the & ribes and Pharisees,
whom he answers and reproves — he
never reproves a mizxed multitude—~and
shows them by the testimony of His
Father, of John the Baptist, of his works
and of the Scriptures, whio He is. In the
second place, the word which, in the
original Greek, represeiats “search’”
is ereunate, which is either the second
person plaral indicative present or the
second person plaral imperative, and
may therefore Le translated either “yon
search” or *‘search (ve).” The context
proves that “you (or ye)search” is the
more probable meaning and this bas
been adopted by the Revised Eilition
whicli gives “Ye gearch the Seriptures’
in the text and relegates the imperative
form to the margin,  Let me reald the
context, beginning by the preceling(the
38thyverse : “And ye have neot his worl
abiding in you : for whom he hath sent,
him ye believe not, Ye search the Scrip-
tures ; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life ; and these are they which
bear witness of me; and ye will nor
come to me,that ye may have life.” Evi-
Jdently as Bishop Challoner's annotation
to the Douay Bible says,“it is not a com-
mand for all to read the seriptures ; bat
a reproach to the Pharisees, that reai-
ing the scriptures as they did,and think-
ing to find everlasting life in them, they
would not receive him, to whom all
those s:riptures gave testimony, and
through whom alone they conld have
that true life.” At any rate, it is quite
clear this first text quoted as a proof by
Ven. Archdeacon Fortin does not prove
tras Chirist commanded a mixed muli-
tude to search the seriptures.

FoRrTIN ; Surcly, if Christ thought there
was danger, he would have said “Don't read
the scriptures, for you cannot understand
them; but receive all religioas instrucuion
at the hands of your priests, lawyers and
seribes.”

Drumsoxp : No, that is not the logical
inference. Danger need not always be
gshunned ; it must often be faced but with
proper warning such as that which 8t
Peter, Christ’s lieatenant, gives (2 Peter,
111, 16). Besides, Our Lord insists far
more on obedience to Church-guides than
on the reading of Scripture. *If he neg-
lect to Liear the church, let him be unto
thee ag an heathen man” (Matt. XVIIIL,,
17). The very last verses of St. Mat-
thew's Gospel, summing up Clrist’s 1ast
instraction, say “go... aud teach... teach-
ing them to observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you,” but, they
say not a word about the open Bible. In
the tenth chupter of Bt. Luke’s Gospel
we find Christ saying to the seventy dis-
ciples, who were 10 be Christian priests :
“He that heareth you, heareth me ; and
he that despiseth yon despiseth me.” Cn
the evening of the Last Supper, when
Our Lord is speaking to his apostles, not
to the laity, he says not a word, in that
wonderful sermon, about reading the
Scriptures ; but he does say that “the
Comforter shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatgoever 1 have said unto
you,” thus insisting not on the written
word but on oral tradition, In the last
chapter of the Epistle to the IIebrews,
St. Paul says (v. 7): Remember them
which have the rule over you.. whose
faith follow,” and fv. 17). “Obhey them
that have the rule over you, and submit
yourselves : for they watch for your souls
as they that must give account.” Cu-
riously enough, even the Authorized

Version recognizes this truth, for it puts
ag the heading of the fourth chapter of
8t. John’s first epistle these words : “He
warneth them not to believe all teach-
erg, who boast of the Spirit, but to try
them by the rules of the Catholic faith,”
with especial reference to the sixth
verse of that chapter, which reads : “We
are of God : he that knoweth Gol hear-
eth us; he that is not of God heareth
not us”—precisely what we Catholic
priests stillaffirm.

ForTiN: Buat the tone of the Bibls is alto-
gether diff rent. It is a free hook, addressed
to all the sons of men and not to privileged
classes merely. In the Old Testament every
houscholder is bidden to instruct his family
tDeut. VI, 7, 81 diligently in the Scriptures.
No words could more fully deseribe the serip-
ture atmosphere that was to pervade the en-
tire conutry.

DruymoNy @ Letus look at these woris,
I confess to a weakness for the context.
I do not believe in quoting Scripture
on the “top-kuot come down’ system.
You know the story, how a clergyman,
wishing to preach against the fashior,
prevalent among ladies a couple of ge-
nerations ago, of wearing theirfront hair
im a sort of teg-knot, announced his tex:
as “Top-knot come down.” On referring
to Matt, XXIV. 17, the whole sentence
read: “Let bim whic! is on the housetop
not come down.” Texts must not Le
wrenched from their contexts.

The two verses guoted by Archdeacon
Fortin ure taken from the sixth chupter
of Dauteronomy, which is an exhortation
‘0 the observauce of the ten command-
ments repeated in the fifth or preceding
chapter. Archdeacon TFortin quotes the
seventh and eighth verses as showing
that “every houselolder is bidden to
matract his family diligently in the scrip-
tures” ; but these verses have not the
remotest reference to the whole Dib'e

b which amounts to an agreement

with St.Peter’s opinion about those whe
wrest the scriptures to their own des
traction. “If & blessing rests upon the
staly of this book,”says the Archdeacon,
“surely the gosps=ls and epistles cannot
be excladed.” Pray, who ever proposa.l
to exclade them ? Surely not any Catho-
lie, since the gospels and epistles are
read every Sunday in the vernacular
during mass, and the best Catliolic pray-
er-books for the laity coutain all thesa
wospels and epistles in Eoylish. Buat to
return to the text itself ; its meaning is
explained by the words that inmediate
ly follow it; *“aund keep thoze things!
which are written therein,” Blessed are
they, who hearing the prophecy, ohserve
iis practical lessons. FYor, though the
greater part oi the Apocalypse is mos:
ditliculi to explain, the first three chap-
ters contain many practical instructions
of which the meaning is quite clear.
And, after all, the blessedness attaching i
o the reading of any part of the S:r.p.
tures is stoutly maintained by ever;
Catholie. It is a blessing to read even
the mwost difficnlt passages, bacause they
are thie word of God.

Forrix : St Paal eommendad the Bareans
tor their ditigence in the .tady of the serip-
tures, He said that they were m .re noble
than those of Thessalonica in that they re-
ceived the word with all ¢ a liness of mind
aud search the ceriptures daily whether
these things were so. (Acts X VILL), Hoere
the right ogprivate juogment s concedud.

Droyytoxi: The Archdeacon is not
quite accurate here. If Le wers to rea.
the context more carefully he would see
that itis not St. Paul, but the author of
the Acts, St. Luke, who commende:!
the Bereans. And they are commoende..
uot for exercising their private judgment
according to Protestant principles, buc
“for their eagerly embracingilie traih,

what thiey really refer to is the ten com-
mandments and especially the love of
Uod. Letiwe read you vhe three veises
immediately preceding, viz, the fourth,
ifth and sixth: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord
oar God isone Lord: And thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thine
ueart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might, And these words, which 1
command thee this day,shall be in thine
neart.” Inumediately after come the two
vergses quoted by Archdeacon Fortin:
“And thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down,and when thou risest np.
And thou shalt bind theun for a sign upon
thine hand, and they shall be as front=
lets between thine eyes.” The meaning
is evidently metaphorical. It ig as if the
Jews were told to keep the command-
ments and especially the law of love bhe-
fore the eyes of their minds. Graduoally
however the Pharisaical Jews came to
take these words literally and they wrote
the ten commandments on narrow strips
of parchment which are called phylacte-
ries and which they wore on their fore-
heads or on the left wrist, This extreme
literalness proves thatthe verses in
question cannot possibly refer to the
scriptures in general, bui oy to ashort
passage on the ten commandments or a
still shorter one on the great command-
mens of loving God. “he spirit of this
injunction is nowhere 0 well observed
as in tbe Catholic Church, where pious
| persons recite the act of love of God and
j the ten commandments every day.

FoORTIN : And in the New Tegtament the
same spirit prevails. Every eéncouragement
is glven to the study ol the seriptures.

Drumyoxp : Thig iBa general proposi-
tion which 1 heartily endorse, though it
is very hard to find any texts 1o sapjort
it. By all means, let every encourage-
ment be given to the reverent gtudy of
the scripures. H.wever, Archdeacon
Fortin has discovered in the New Testa-
mient one text in his favor,

FORTIXN : “Blessed is he that readeth and
they that hear the WOrds of this prophecy”
(Rev.l, 3). This is sald of Reveiatlon the
most difficult book in the entire egnon, and
if ablessing rest upon th: study ¢f this book
surely the gospels and epistlegs cannot be
excluded. R

Drumyoxp : The very form of this text
implies that there is one who reads with
auttiority and a multitude who listen
witl respect. By calling Revelation or
The Apocalypse “the most difficult book
in the entire canon,” Archdeacon Fortin
implicitly admits that there are otber
difficult books, in fact, that there are
quite a numnber of difficulties, since this
is the greatest one “in the entire canon’;

aml searching the seriptures, to fiad 0w
thie texts allezed by the apostle: wiici ]
was afar more yanerons pro-eslding the
that of their countrymen at Thessalouica,
wiio persecited tne preachers of the
Gospel, withoat examining the grounds
they alleged for wnat they taught”
(Challoner's note in Douay Bible). Tue
Archideacon altogether misunderstands
the Catholic doctrine as to private judg-
ment.  Not all private judgment ot
Seripture passages is comslemnel, but
only such private junlgment a8 is contrary
to the traditional interpretation of the
Church. Moreover, the law as to private
jodgment binds only those who have
become Catholic Christians. A man
must use bis privats jandgment to ind
0.t the trae Church. When once he has
found it, the spliere of his private jals-
ment is circumscribed by the circle of
acynired knowle ige, Kvery a -cretion of
knowledge circumscribes one’s liberty.
Tuis I8 why the more ignorn; a man is
the freer Lie 18 to make a foo! of himself,
Ifa siranger visits Winnipeg without
first cousuiting a friend or a map, he has
to exercise a great deal of private
Judgment to ind out how the streets run
in neighborhood of the City Hali; but if
he has a map with him, his private
judgment is greatly circumscribed. This
is a blessing, not a misfortune, anl he
who keeps on looking for the truth afier
he_has found it betrays a lack of mntal
balance.

FoRTIN : Every one must assure hlinself
by private examinati i of the found tions
of his faith. It {s an intelligent worship that
God demands. He speaks toeverychild of
man, and in a way to be understood,

Drusyomp : The proposition that every
one must assure himself by private ex-
amination of the foundations of his faith
is not to be found in the Bible, Noris it
true. Chose who belong to the trueChurch
peed no such private examination. The
Church is to them*“the pillar and groand
of the truth.” It is this foundation tha:
makes their worship intelligent. thwev-
er.thongh there is no strict obligation for
ali, the Church does encourage her
children to examine the foundations of
their faith, that they may be strength-
ened thereln. That God “speaks to
every child of man, and in way to he
understood” is quite true; but He ihus
speaks to every man, not necessarily
and always by the Holy Scriptures, but
especially through the conscience of
each one, Therefore this is one of thiose
vague generalities that bave no special
bearing on the question of Bible reading.
which is the point at issue just now,

(To be continued.)
—8 .-
Mra. Venton, an English convert takes
Mrs. Geo. Germain’s place at the organ
of the Immaculate Conception Churct.

A Cure and a Conversion at
Lourdes,

Ave Maria.

Migs Helen Duval aged thirty years,
a native of Lotteville near Rouen, went
‘o Pariy as a servant some years ago.
Her last place was at No. 186 Avenne
Victor Hugo where she was lady’s-maid.
While in this sitnation she was attacked
by a dange.ors iliness. Dotor Tison
and other i : lical msatermed it inflam-
mation of the peritoaeum and of the
{utestines. 5 x months ago she entereld
St. Josepl's Hspital, Plaisance Paris,
where every known remedy was tried
without effect.  The suffsrer diid not lose
hope, however; and according as medi-
cal science proved poweriess in her
~ass ghe turned her thoughts heaven-
ward and looked to Louardes for relief.
Far from being disconraged at the ver-
dict of the doctors, she saw in it a gign
thiat shie would be cured by snpernatural
meand. She was 80 convineced of this
that she spoks of it constantly to the
sivk that surrounded her aund to tue
nursed ; she uwlso expressad lier hope
to Dr.Martin, the physician of the ward,
from whom she received a certificate
previous to woing to Lourdes.

As siie wad beiny couveyed on a litter
out of the hospital, she remarked to a
S'ster who had acecompanied her to the
Joor 5 “Yon may dispose of my bed, for
I'shall be cured.”” This perfoct conti-
dence seemud the more rewarkable as,
in the nataral or ler of things,there were
ten chances tv one against her reaching
Lourdes alive. At times the poor invaiid
writhed unler vielent spasms, that
geemed like those of a slow azouy.
Stretched on & m ttress,she was placel
in a hospital car; and, although the
latter was specially constructed to con-
vey the sich, shie felt every motion as a

trough jolt. When deposited at the Gare

d’Urizans, Pors hefors ontering e car
in which she was to travel, Madame
Nivert, her benefactress, grecied her
with words which she recaliud later ;
“You will be a blesing to my train.”
Like all otiier sick pilgrims, the patient
had to endure all the ted.ousness of
those long hours of travel; but mean-
while shy prayed with ever-increasing
confijence ani fervor, At intervals,in
orler to sustain jer failing strength,
80me {drops of champugne were given to
her; it was the oniy liquid she could
retain, At Poitiers a violent crigis a-
larmed those around her, As a pallia-
tive, they had recourse to tincture of
coilodion.

On arriving at Lourdes, Miss Dgval
was 1mstantly carried by the branecardiers
to thie Groito. Here again she suffered
violent spasms tuat seemed 1o bring her
life to a close, and greatly alarmed those
who had charge of her. They were
obliged to break throngh the procession
of the Blessed Sacrament in order to
take her back as speedily as possible to
the hospital. She was extremely weak,
and it seemad that her last hour was at
hand. Nevertheless, she lived on ih the
same state for two days.

On Monday, the 23rd of August, she,
wita tue other sick and infirm pilgrims
waited for the passage of the Blegged
Sacrament on the esplanade facing the
Church of the Holy Rosary. Just as
Pere Picard pronounced tho Papal Bene-
diction Helen Daval streched out her

lhand to & man near her, who claspe i it

to help her torise to her feet. This she
did with alacrity ; and, to the amaze-
ment of the bystanders,walked,or rather
ran, toward the Church, and up to the
high altar, where she threw herself on
her knees in fervent thanksziving, She
had been curel. Her prayers had been
answered, her confidence rewarded.
Beside her litter remained a man like
one thunderstruck — the man who had
seized her hand as she held it out for
help. This chance toarist was quite un-
krown to her; be was an unbeliever,
and was travelling merely to dispel the
gloom of a recent disappointment. On
the morning of the day in question he
had been heatrd to say : “If I were to gee
with my own eyes a real miracle, 1
would be couverted and believe.)” He
said this with the assurance of the im-
possibility of such an occurence. How- |
ever, he kept his word ; and an hour

had not elapsed after Helen Davals cure
when he fell at the feet of Pere Marie-
Antoine, a well-known Capucbin mis-
sionary, and rose purified by the tears
!of repentance and the balm of absclu-
tion—a new man and a fervent Catholic




