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"Fan cy it Burgundy," said Boniface of
bis aie, Iloniy fancy it, and it is wtirth a
guinea a quart!" Boniface was a philoso-
phier: fancy can do much more than that.
Those vrho fancy themselves lahnuiring un-
der an affection of the heart, are not slow in
verifyiog, the appréhension ; the uneasy and
constant watching of its pulsations soon dis-
tu *rbs the circulation, and malady may cosue
beyond the power of medicine. Some phy-
sicians believe that inflammation can bie in-
.duced in any.part èf the body by a foarful

atninbcingcontinually directed toward

whbether the stigmata (the marks of the
wounds upon our Saviour) may flot have
been produced on the devotee by the influ-
onces of anl excited imagination. The hypo-
chondriac has been known te expire wvhen
forced to pass through a door which lie fan-
cicd tou narrow te admit ]bis person. .The
story of the criminal, who, unconscious of
the arrivai of the reprievo, dicd under the
stroke of a wet liandkcrchief, boiieving it to
bie the axe, is well known. raracelsus lieid,
Il at there is ini man an imagination ivhich
realiy effects and brings to pass the thin-s
that did not before exist ; for a man by im.
agination willing to move bis body, inoves it,
in flet, and by bis imagination and the coin-
nierce of invisible powters, hoe may also inove
another body.* Paracelsus would nlot have
been surprised at the feats of electro-bioiooy.
He exhorts bis patients to have "4a good
faith, a strong imagination, and they shaîl
find the efi'ects. Ail doubt," lie says, Ildes-
troys wvork,, and leaves it imperfect in the
wiso designs of nature; it la frein faith
that imagination draws iL* s strcngt ;itis by
farth it becomes complete and reaiized; hoe
who believeth*ir);nature will obtain fromn na-
ture'tothe extent of hiý :faith,. and let the.
abject of thise iith bie reil or imaginary, -lie.
nevert14éless reiùps.iiiiar results; and hence
the éause of. superatitiooY"
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cndowed with-salutary properties se£ it
might,, therefore, hoe ealy conèeived thaL
marvellous cifeots shoild be produced: by
the imagination and by confidence, more es-
pecially:when these are reciprocal between
te patient and the person who aisists bis

recovery. Two years after, the samne opin.
ion was advanced by Agrippa: in Cologne.
"The soul" fie said, Ilif ioflamed by a fer.

vent imagination, could -dispense healtban
disease, -not *only in the indîvidual -himself,
but in other bodies." HIowever:absurd thes«
opinions may have been considered, or lcoký-
ed on as enthusiastic, the time ýhas corne
when they wvi1i ho gravcly examind.- àîThat médical prof'essors ]lave at ail times
belicved the imagination> ta possess à qtràùige
and powcrfui influence over mind'and body,
is proved by their writings, by some of their
proscriptions, and by their oft.repeated di-
rection in the sic'k-clîatnber'to divert the pa-
tient's mind from dwellinig on bis own state,
and froin attending ta the symptoms of bis
coiplaint. They consider the reading-of
medical books whieh accur&ttely describe the*.
symptonis'of various complaints, as likciy tb
have an inj urious effect, nlot onlý on the -dél-
icate, but on persons iii fuil heaith; and they
arc conscious how nîany'died during the
tinte of the plagUe and cholera, nlot oniy cf
these diseases, but frein the drend of theni,
which broughit on ail the, fatal symptonis.
So evident 'vas the cffcr produced by thé
detaiied accounts of the choiera in the pub-
lic papers in the year 1849, that àt was found
nbsolutely neeffsary to restràin the publicaý
tiens on the subjeet. The illusions -under-
which vast numbers actcd and suffîtred, bavP
gone, intleed, to the most extravaganltextent;.
indivîdgitas, not merciy singly, but in:coiné
nmitdes, have actuaiiy believed* in their awn
transformation. A nobieman of the court éf
Louis XIV. -fancied hiniseif a dogý ahd
ivouid pop :his head out of thË indo,.vté
bark-at the. passengers. Roilin.,ànd Heco:
quet have recorded a mait<y. by wlhich.the.
isimate.s.of an extensive couvent near P"ri
were attacked simultaneously every -day- ai.
the samie hopr,. when. they beiieved tlfm..;
selves transforme.d ino cats,iWcl a Universel:
mewNgw .as kept up thraughQuthlei.onvent...
for somne hours, Bult.o0f:alI dreadui jorm
Whicb ti1i strange ,halloeinoition took,~ tone:
was o terrible as that of the lycanthropy,


