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2,000 to 2,500 feet in heigbt, and in other parts
attain 4,000 feet or more; but the general level of
this region niay be taken at about 1,500 feet above
the sea, although il is uiuch less in tbe narrow
beit whicb crosses the province east of Kingston.
Tbrougb the bard rocks of this region run numne-
roue bauds of crystalline lim estone or marbie,
which from their softness give rise to valleys,
often witb a fertile soit. The hili-sidea are gener-
ally covered 'with littie else than vegetable mould,
which sustains a growth of amall trees, giving
themi an aspect of luxuriant vegetation. -But
when fire lias passed over these bills, the soit is in
great part destroyed, and the rock is soon laid
bare. In the valleys and lower parts of this
region, however, there are considerable areas of
good land, having a deep soit, and bcaring beavy
timber. These are the great lumbering districts
of the country, fromn which vast quantities of tira-
ber, cbieffy pine, are annually oxported, and con-
stitute a great source of wealth to tbe province.
Those valleys are in most cases along the lime of
the bands of limestone, wbcse ruina contribute
much to the fertility of the'soil. Lines of settled
country running ma.uy miles into the wilderncss
are found to follow these boîta of soft ca.lcareous
rock.

The sottioments in this region are along itssouthera border, and at no great altitude above
the sea. In the bigher parts, tbe rigor of the cli-
mate scarcely permits the cultivation of cereals.
It ia probable that no great portion of thia immense
region will ever be colonized, but that it will romain
for ages te corne covered with torests. These, if
busbanded 'with due care, will romain a perpetual
source of timber for the use of the country, and
for exportation; besides affording, with proper
facilities for transportation, an abundant supply
of fuel to the more thickly settled districts, wbere
the foreste have nearly disappeared, and whore,
from the severity of the long winters, an abundant
supply of fuel ia of the first neces8ity. There are
other reasons wby this great forest-region sbould
be pretected. The vegetation, and tbe soit which
now cover tbe bill-aides, play a moat important
part in retaining the waters wbich bere faîl iu tbe
shape of rain or anow. But for this covering (f
soil, the rivera and mili-streame which bore take
their rise, would like the streame of southern
France, and of tbe ncrth of Italy, be destructivetorrents at certain seasons and almoat dried-up
channels at others. 'The effect of this great wood-
ed area in tompering the northern wînds, and
moderating the extremes of climat., is not te b.
overlooked ia estimating tbe value of the Lauren-
tian region; whicb, moreover, as will be shewn
fartber on, contains inexhaustible maines of rich
iron ores, baidea copper, lead, usarbies, and other
mineral substances of economie importance.

JK.-'Ihe Eaastcra Towneshtpue
Under this head, as al ready explained, ia in-

oluded the boit of bill eountry soutb of the St.
Lawrence, with the region on its sontbeast aide
extending te the frontier, and forniin a succession
of valleys, wbieh may be traced fromn the bead-
waters of tbe Connecticut nortbeastward. te tbe
Bay of Chaleurs. It la true that the Eastern
Townships, as now known, do net emibrace this

nortbeastern extension; but as it belongl to thoem
bcth geograpbicaly and geologically, it may be
conveniently inciudced with them.

The ares, whose limita are thus defined forma
about one-tenth of tbe province. Tbe bills of the
range wbich, traverses it are composed, like thoso
of the Lauren tian region, of crystailine rocks;
but these are softer than the greater part of the
rocks on the north shore, and yield by their wear-
ing-down a more abundant soit. Some etf the
bills in this range attain an elevation of 4,000 foot
above the sea, and the principal lakes in the~
valleyon the aoutbeastern aide, Memphremagog,
Aylmer, and St. Francis, are from 750 te about
900 foot above the sea level.* Tbis region la well
wooded, and wben cleared le found in most parts.
te bave an abundant soit, generally aandy and
loamy in character, and well fitted for Lyrazing
and for the cultivation cf Indian corn and otber
graina. Great attention is new paid te the raising
of cattie, and tbe grrowing cf wool, and within the
laat few years tbelbest breeds of sbeep have been
successfuhly introduced from, England and from
Vermont. Draining and improved methoda cf

famngare in many parts practised, and the agri-
cutua imotac cfte aoutbern portions of
this region la yearly increasing. The Eastern
Tewnships moroover abound in metaîlli ores,
marbies, slates, etc., which wiil be noticed in
their place.

III.-The Clhamxpaigu. Region.

The limite cf the Igreat plaina cf Canada have
already been defined in describing thoseocf the
two preceding ragions.. Tbese plains, wbich niay
be cailed tbe cbampaga region, occupy about
three tenths cf the province, and are, as we bave
senu, divided into two parte by a low and narrow
isthmus cf Laurentian ce)untry, wbich runs fromn
the Ottawa te the .Adirondacks cf New York. To
the eastward cf this division, the prosent region
includea the ountry between that river and the
St. Lawrence, and ail between tbe Laurentides
on the north and the Notre-Dame bills on tbe
ana th-east; wbile to the westward it embraces the
wbole cf the province south cf the Laurentian
'region, including the great area iying between the
Lakes On tario, Erie and Hluron, generally known
as the soutbwestern peninsula of Canada. The
wbole of thia region from east te wrest is essen-
tially a vast plain, with a sufficient alope to allow
cf easy drainage. Tbe distance from Quebec te
the west end cf Lake Suiperier ia about 1,200
miles, yet this lake la only 600 foot above the sea
level, while Lake Erie is 565 foot, and Lake On-
tarie 232 feet above the sea. The land on the
banke cf the St. Lawrence and its lakos, eithcr
near the margin, or net very far removed, gener-
ally riscs te a beight cf from fifty te one hundred
and fifty foot, and from this love, vory gradually
asconds te the base cf the hilîs which bound the
regien.

Unlike the two ragiens aiready desoribed, these
groat plains are undenlaid by beda cf unaltered
Silurian and Devonian rocks, consisting cf sand-
atones, limestones, and shales. These are but little
distuirbed, and are generally nearly horizontal;
but over by far the greator part cf tbe regien they
aie overlaid by bede cf dlay, occasîcnally inter-


