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That Edward Blake should return
to Ireland to re-erect the struct-
ure against whose destruction his
fathers ineffectua lv protested cannot
but be regarded as a historical coinci-
dence of an uncoiinnoniv interesting
kînd.el

Ninety years ago his forebears, as
the Scotch would sav, tbundered
against those who would destry)v the
Parliament on College Green, and thev
never ceased to prophecy disaster and
strife as the result of the union. Tinîie
las veritied the prophecy. During
the ninety years of this century Ire-
land has never been reallY at peace.
She has been the aching tooth in the
jaws of the British lion. A score of
anodynes have been tried, but still
the patient is ever and anon wrung by
a fresh outbreak of the irritated
nerve. The recrudescence of Ireland's
ills has broken the hearts of the
Statesnen who bave from tine to
tiue essayed the task of supplying a
cure. This disheartening, recurrence
of the iaiadv has iade Hoie Rulers
of mnany whose instincts and prefer-
ences are all the other wav. The
Irish troubles will not down. She lias
screaned her woes fromt the hill-tops
of the world, so thait aIll mlen have
been bound to hear. Aimîong others
Whose ears have been thus assailed
and impelled to take heed must be
nunbered Mr. Blake. As eariv as 1880
he professed publicly bis symlpatliy
witb her cause and tw() years later in
parlianient whbeni Hon. John Costigan
introduced his hioimne rule resolutions
lie found his nost eloquent, iut per-
haps unwelcome, supporter, in the
leader of the Opposition, Hon. Edward
Blake. Agaim im 1886 the great
tribune brought the inatter before the
louse on a series of resolutions sub-

itted by himnself. Again at the
following session lie was one of the
speakers on a motion introduced by
Mr. Curran, member for Montreal
Centre. In all of his speeches he
showed that he hîad bestowed a deal
of original thought on the subject,
and wvas prepared at all times and un-
der all circunstances to lift up his
voice for Hoie Rule for Ireland. If
therefore the conviction of the holiness
of a cause is sufficient to constitute a
soldier in the Nationalist ranks Mr.
Blake is indisputably entitled to
march under the standard. Moreover
he is an Irishnan: but this statement
suggests that we should begin at the
beginning.

In the vear 1832 Wim. Hume Blake,
son of an lrisi gentleman, his brother,
iother and sister, together with a

number of connections and friends
chartered the gcoodl ship, Ann of Hali-
fax, to take them across the ocean to
that British Coloin, Canada, of which
mnuch was nlot then known. They
vere six veeks on the Atlantic, but

at lengti iade tieir way to Toronto.
Here the )artv separated. William
Huine Blake, graduate of Dublin Uni-
versity, decide to take up a farm in
the rounty of Middlesex. We can

red ly fancv the experiences of this
Master of Arts and his young wife on
the rough forest farm in the Middle-
sex of 1832. Here, however, anid
the unmbrageous imaples and beeclies
their tirst child was born. The name
Do)iiick Edward had run through
the family as a Clristian namne from
tiiiies reimote. It was borne by the
brother wbo accoiiipanied thein to
Canada, wlo was now rector of the
township of Adelaide, in which the
homîestead was situated. It was de-
terined to bestow on their first-born


