Desiring to make a practical, useful journal for the General Practitioner,
the Editors respectful'y solicit Clinical Reports from subscribers and others.

Domiiion Adedical aAdonthly

Id Entarfo Medical Fournal

Vor. XX. TORONTO, MAY, 1903. No. 3.

Original Elrticles

‘"THE ECONOMIC ASPECT OF THE TUBERCULOSIS
PROBLEM IN GCANADA*

By A. J. RICHER, M.D., MONTREAL.

When we realize that in Canada 8,000 lives are yearly sacri-
ficed to tuberculosis, and that besides at least 40,000 llldl\'lduﬂs
yearly become infected by its bacillus, we are compelled to con-
sider what effect this wholesale invalidation has upon the finances
of the country.  This means that 48,000 individuals are per-
manently invalidated by a preventable disease. A human life
at the period of industrial usefulness is worth $6,000, distributed
as follows: To the IFederal Government, $1,000 (ywhich is the
universally accepted figure): to the Provincial Government,
$500; to the Municipal Government, $500; to the community
and family, $4,000. The above calculations have been made
{rom the rationale of productiveness, based upon the expectancy
of life at the period of industrial usefulness, as follows : At
twenty-five years, the average age at which tuberculosis is fatal,
the expectancy of industrial usefulnzss is twenty years, the aver-
age earning capacity $500 per year, five per cent. of which goes
to the provincial and ‘ive per cent. to the municipal govern-
ment, making the total of $500 to each in the course of the

#Read at the Third Annual Meeting of Canadian Association for Preven-
tion of Tuberculosis, Ottawa, April 16th, 1903.



