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THE EOONOMIC ASPECT 0F THE TUBEROULOSIS
PROBLEM IN CANADA.*

Bi, A. J. RicI-IER,, ÏM.D., MONTprE.,

W7hent w~e realize that iii Canada 8,ooo lives are yearly sacri-
ficed to tuberculosis, and that besides at 1east 40,000 inldiv-iduals
yearly becomie infected by its bacillus, ve are compelled to con-'
sider what effeet this mvholesale inivali(lation has, u-pon the finances
of the country. This n1eans that 48,000 individuals are per-
miently invaliclateci by a preventable clisease. A humlail life
at the pyerioci of inclustrial usefulniess is worth $6,ooo, clistributeci
as follows: To the Fecleral Goverument, $ioo (which is the
universally accepted figure) ;to the P-rovincial Goverlnnent,
4poo; to the Municipal Gover ment, $500; to the commun ity
and family, $4,000. The abov-e calculationis hiave been mnade
f rom the r-at-ionale of productiveness, l)ased uponi the expectancy
of life at th-e period of industrial uisefuliiess, as follows :At
twenty-five years, the average age at which tuberculosis is fatal,
the expectancy of inclustrial usefu]n!ýss is twenity years, the aver-
age earning capacity, $-oo per year, f-ve per cent. of which. gQes
to the provincial andi live per cent. to, the -munlicipal govrern-
ment, making the total of $"oo to eachi ini the course of the

*Read at tlhe Third Annuat Meeting of Canadian Association foi- Preven-
tion of Tuberculosis, Ottawa, April 16thx, 190:3.


