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the fulcrurn is recadjusted, hience the slip cannot bc great. Thc
forceps are under absolutc control. B), the timie the ea is downl
so low that the hiandies begin to s\veep for%%varlcI, this leverage
system loscs its advantage, but is flot needed any longer, as the
most difficuit part of extraction, as regards foi-ce, is passed, and the
liead is delivered by ordinary means.

The Doitche.-As regards don ching, I thiik it is ovcrdone.
Forrnerly I gave an intra-uiterine douche aftcr eachi instrumental
case. To-day I nover do so, unless there is good reason for it.
\Vithi the patient's vLIlva and vagina, and the hiands of the ol)erator
%vell cleansed, and the instruments sterilized, there is but littie
danger of introducing infection. In addition, the blades pass
inside the membranes, flot touching the wva1ls of the uterus ait ail.
So clouchings mcrely means an unnecessary instrumentation, %with a
slighit added risk of infection, îîot called for.

Twvis.-Ini hancllingy a case of twins înany practitioners, after
delivery of the first child, w~ait until pains set in, and the second
chilcl is wvell forcecl down, and probably then leave it to nature.
As in these cases the uterine wvall is generaîlly over-distended, anci
the pains wveak, this may cause a delay of anl hour or so, and only
prolongs the suffering \vithout gainings any advantage. To increcase
the pains, to make sure of prompt contraction when the uterus is
emptied, and to prevent uindue hemiot-rhlage, it is well to at once
grive ergot. Thon stiinulate the uterus by friction on tlîe funidus,
if needed, and proceed \vith the extraction of the second child.
There 15 rio necd to %vait, for the canal is fuilly dilated. The first
chilclihas made the road ta travel easy, and no hiarm resu Its from
rapid extraction, with for-ceps if the hecad presenits, or by introduc-
ing the hancl andl securing a foot if the reverse be the case. I
think ergot should bp thus used early in ail cases of twvins, and, as
indicated; also in ail cases ivhere the uteruis is excessively dilated, as

byexcess of wvater or by an extra large child, the object being to
aid the weakened wall in its contractions, and thuis prevent hemnor-
rhage after delivery, wvhich is 50 comm-on with anl unclistended
uterus. Judgment, of course, is needed, especially in the last
named class.

Eigoi.-ECrgot is not used enougli. A case clragging along, wvith
pains %veak but exhausting, should have some hielp, and forceps
should not bc the first resort. If ergot can cause stronger pains, then
use it, and pay little heced to the possibility of ruptured uterus from
tetanic contraction. In the great miajority, of timnes the case is
directly benefited ; but if excessive action supervenes it cani be
absolutely controllecl by chlorofoi-m, and delivery terminated by
forceps, which probably wvould have been necessary if ergot had
flot been used, oxving to the inertia of the uterus, or else the
case wvould hiave been unnecessarily prolonged, and the p)atient
exhausted by avoid able su fferi ng.
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