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THE FATHERS OF NEW ENGLAND. .
L Wi (From the Edinburgh Review.) o
S (CORCLUDED.) R
But one; passion from the fitst evaded afl conivot—
the aurt.sacra fanees of the guardians of the Puri:
tan sapctuary. So early as 1634, Wigthrop nar-
«ates a cireurastance ¢ which brought them and all
the Gospel under:a common suspicion of -cutting one
snother’s throats for beaver.”.. Josselyn, whose ex-
perience mist have been peciliarly unsatisfactory,
describes themi‘as, ¢ full of ludification and injurious
dealing ; geveraliy in their paymentsrecusant and
slow ;” and even William White declares iv a letter
to Wisthrop that ¢ he sees such harsh dealing among
the shopkeepers there, in price, weight, and measure,
that he- thigks.tbat love is wanting which is the main
Ley of religion” Eitbically it would seem that the
debit and credit sides of their account were ingeni-
cusly balanced. A teaderness for their own com-
wercial delinquencies was compensated by the morti-
ications of the affections of their children and of the
cural appetites of their men-servants and maid-ser-
vaots. Some of the magnates who were most con-
spicuous for their austerity were the tmost lax i re-
spect of their -avaricious mode of trading. The
elder Budley, who died with some doggrel against
toleration in bis pocket, and a notorious weakness on
behall of that receptacle which scandalized some
smong bis leading contemporaries. Hugh Peters is
an example that the ministers themselves weve not
incompetent hands at a bargain, for be did what
taight be teemed ¢ 2 fipe stroke of business™ in the
codhsh and lumber line while he resided in the co-
lony; and indeed to give play to bis business ac-
tively, he hazarded the suppression of the Salem
weekly lecture,—subtracting from his sermons libe-
cally to swell the coateats of his ledger.
Remembering these operations, we can agree with
Mr. Hildreth that a zeal for the main chance was a
uotable abatement from the conventual character of
the New England system. On-the other hand, we
are doubtful in what light to regard an appreciation
of creature comforts which was its notable accompa-
pimment. Those wlo condemn the Puritans as per-
versely ascetic should in fairness be informed of their
fenient endurance of tbe physical consolations they
met with in the wilderness. Endicot and his com-
pany during the first year’s accupation i 1629, ave
described as “ making shift to rub out the winter’s
cold by the fireside, turning down many a drop of
the bottell and burning tobacco withalt the ease they
could.” When the summer came, their resignation
took another formn. The reverend divine Mr. Fran-
cis Higgerson, said to be “mighty in the Scriptures,”
. and who wrote a description of New England’s plan-
tation in 1630, observing on the milduess of the aire
says, that ¢ whereas I clothed myself beforetime with
dauble cloathes and thick wastcoats to keepe me
warme. even in the summer time, doe now go-as
thin clad as any, ogely wearing a light stuffe” cas-
socke wpon my shirt, and stufiee breeches of one
thicknesse, without linings.” We must farther ac-
quit them of any obstipate aversion to the ‘succu-
lent solids they happened (o fall in with. Of the
harbor of Plymouth it is said, * This bay is a most
hopeful place ; innumerable store of fowl niost ex-
cellent good . . .- crabs and lobsters in
their time icfinite.” - "[he reverend divine already ve-
{erred to delivers it as his doctrine that_the * par-
snips, catrots, and (urnips are here bigger and sweeter
than is ordinary to.be.found in England ; the turkies
wre far greater than our. English turkies, and exceed-
e fol, sweet, and flesky” < Fresh. col,”? says
Winslow, ¢in‘the summer is but coarse meat . with
us.®. That ¢ worthy and useful - instrament,” as he
s denominated in"thie « Memorial,” had a facuity {or
compounding “a duck : broth, which. ke benevalently
turned te‘acacunt on one occasion for the benefit. of

asick Tndian., It is also’said of the - colonists - geqe- | P

rally that. “in theirfeasts they. had ot forgotten; the
English - fashion of stirring up. Uheir : appetites with

variety.of cooking their food.”” - Before long,- they,

permitted certain liquids of even-a reclierché class to
lubricate these opsonia. Dudley wrote to the Countess
of Lincoln.in 1631, that they had: only:* good water
to - drink till' wine or ‘beer'could be' made 3 but be-

fore twenty years had elapsed, such was the ¢ wos-

der-working” Providence of Sion’s Saviowr. -in” New
Ergland,” that "¢ Portugall had had many a . mouth-

full of bread and fish from us in exchange. for their,

Madeira liquors, and, also Spain.”. - In short, the-to-
teration:of any-*. warider” that was sufficiently: savory
or nourishing was -proclaiined with extreme prompti-
tude. " ‘On’tlie arrival of ‘the Pilgrim Fatliers, * the
master on shofe’ brought.with Liim a very fat goose
to eat with us; and we bad a fat:crane, and a mal-
fard, and a dried, neat’s tongue ; and so we iere
km.dlr:. and. sfl?iendly ‘toge(her_”- . On the "oyage .of

the founders of Massachusetts in the ¢ Arabella,”

be captain complained that their ¢ victuals” impeded
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the working of the ship. . It was also “a common

i{ fault in our young peaple that they, gave themselves,
1 to drink hot waters very immoderately.” - Whatever

were the waats of their seniors in this . respect, they

fortified their weakness rnore.reservedly andi- judiei--

ously: _
the comforts they were also not inexorable.in respect
of the pomps ol this wicked world. .It was no part
of their design to promote the advent of that equality
which now obtaias on the American soil. “ A dis-
crimination between gentlemen and those of inferior
condition,” says Mr. Hildreth, ¢ was carefully lept

up. Only gentlemen were eutitled to the prefix of

¢ M. ;? their number was quite small ; and depriva-
tion of the right to be so addressed was inflicted as
a punishment. ¢ Goodman,” or ¢ Gondwoman,’ by
contraction ¢ Goody,’ was the address of infecior
versons.” Winthrop veceived from Cromwell the
Buccaneer a present of an elegant sedan chair, which
had been intended for the sister of Viceroy of Mexi-
co. Whether he rode about ia it, we are not in-
formed ; though it seems improbable that le should
receive itas a piece of ornamental lumber. The
governors generally were uot iaclined -to dispense
with certain little ceremonies lo enbance the dignity
of their office. They were preceded by halberdiers
when they went abroad, and they had the services of
a trumpeter to make their proclamations. An amus-
ing circumstance arose out of the quarrel in Ange
Hulchinson’s case, when the men who had carried
the halberds before Vane declined to carry them be-
fore Winthrop, because they sympathised with the
Antinomianside of the controversy, Had the bearers
whom we awume he emnployed for his sedan, been
similarly favorers of the Baptist exodus, they might
Lave deposited < King Winthrop” in Bostoo' Lfar-
bor ; but we infer that these responsible officials were

orthodox, as there is no intimation that he was sub-’

mitted to this indignity.

Ascending in Lhe scale of social precedent, we
come again upon the dominant principle of the New
England system in the extraordinary bomage paid to
the Ministers, As if in mockery of their human in-
firmity, the steaw of adulation was poured around
them till they breathed habitually an intoxicating at-
mosphere. Naturally enough did Josselyn remark
their inclination Lo  receive your gifts but as a tri-
bute due to their transcendaney.” In the eyes of
their worshippers, * that great light and divine plaut,
Mr. Samuel Stone,” or, “the holy, bearealy, sweet-
affecting and soul-ravishing minster, Mr. "Thomas
Shepheard, were princes untrammelled by secular
accessories. By the subjects of their congregations
these and their coadjulors were invested with more
than a monarch’s pretensions. Their ecclesiastical
gifts and celestint graces were a main theme of his-
tory ; the clumsy harps of the New England poets
twanged forth shambling elegies in their praise ; and
even comets condescended Lo give notice of their
decease. Tt was only appropriate, therefore, that
they should exercise a paramount influence in‘all mun-
dane transactions. ¢ New Lngland,” says Cotton
Matber, “ being a country whese interests are re-
markably “inwrapped in ecclesiastical circumstances,
winisters ‘ought to concern themselves in politics.”
Their intervention was on this account habitually re-
cognised as framers of laws, as councillors of the
magistrates, and as agents in embassies apd political

missions.  Not only did they act as < doctores dubi- | p

tanlium™ in private affairs, but they . were the ex-
horters of the timid, the rebukers of the bold, and
the deciders for the doubtful at élections and. town
meetings. «IT in any of these’ vocations they -met’
with obstruction;: their . pride was compensated when
they mounted the pulpit.. There they bad their op-
ponents “entirely at the mercy of: their Scriptare si-
‘militudes and prophetical menaces. . They. could
preack - at, and. pray for, their- unfortunate  victims
with all the rigor'of a despotism tempered only, and
that uncertainly, ‘by the'sand in the hour glass. As
we learn from 2 singular-passage in Mr. Felt’s « Sa-

leni,” ofi such ' dccasions they spared neitber age nor |

sex. The boys were vanged on the Stairs of the

meetiog-house, and ¢ a man was appointed to. keep.

people from sleeping’” by means of “a short clubbed
stick haxing at one €nd a knob, and at the other a
foxtail with whichhe would stroke the women’s faces
that were -asleep; :andl - with the other would knock
unroly, dogs' and nen.”

to present them to the magistrate, while,at the'same
time,. three constables. were appointed to keep watch

at.the three doors of: the meeting-house to. prevent
any one.from going forth © till all the exercises yere

finished.”’ ' Neither in measure nor equality were the,

ticle of their flocks’ adoration, -+ -
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ministers inclined to stint themselves of = sipgle par-

It is observable, that .if they tolerated 4 few .of

In the samé place, Salem,’
"as'we [éarn’ from the same authority, tio ‘men iwere
"appointed to make a circuit of the tawn during ser-
‘vice; and to mark:down the non-attendadts in -order:

‘have given’ you so much

. We, may ascribe a part :of their influence with
theic congregatious to their iutimate knowledge of
the secrets of ‘Providence, and te what we may even
designate their thiumaturgical prowess. To suspi-
cious eyes the following little circumstance reads like
ap exhibition of “the latter accomplisbment. , Win-
throp (ke younger had some books in the chamber in
which be kept his corn. Oae of them was a Greek
Testameat, which was boudd up together with the
book of Common Prayer and the Psalms. The
mice attacked ‘the volume, and ‘ate the Common
Prayer “every leaf of it,” but scrupulously de-
clined the rest of the contents, as also all. the other
books, *1hough he had above a thousand; there.”’—
Witbout :questioning that the Common Prayer had
eutirely disappeared, we may- litat our impression that
the destryctive mice' were again in some shiape “ the
poor people,who fad come over ; and wé inclige to
credit the;miaisters with their edacity from the like-
uesses of this to a portent, we sholl mention pre-
sently, estébited by oue of the Mathers, A more
(requent proof-of the supernatural vocation of the
‘migisters was afforded by their interpretations of
omens and judgments 3 for in this department they
were so experienced that in case of any disparage-
wient of their persons or doctring, they were gene-
rally ‘able to cite some retributive visitation. The
town of . Lyan, for iustance, lost a great part of its
cattle by a sudden disease through reducing the sa-
lary of the. Rev. Mr. Cobbett. Tn Hubbard and
Winthrop there isa chronicle of judgments against
those who thivarted or slighted the Etders. One ex-
ample, & young merchant did immediately after charg-
ing that: “ none of those black crows (neaning the
aforesaid) shéuld follow kis corpse to the grave.”—
Others, -and especially the heretical Antinomians,
were overtaken by still more exemplary catastrophes.
Anne Huatehinson was on this account- seized-and
slaughtered:by the Tudians ; while the # copartner in
her hecgsies, Mrs. Mary Dyer,”? gave birth to a
monster;:ivhicky ‘as, described, would have been a
pricelessceasure.at ous College of Surgeons. The
fate of one of the same sect—a barber, who #ias

sinful errors,”® is memorable for thisreason. A bar-
ber, if we reflect, was the only man who had a fair
chance of compeling in controversy with the minis-
ters, as lie was professionally secure of his one audi-
tor, and bad a summary wmeans of compeliing bis at-
tention. Accordingly, as we are told in * Sion’s
Saviour,” ¢ he having a it opportunity by reason of
his trade so soone as any were set doune in his chaire
be would commonly be cuttfog of their haire and the
trulh togetber.” The appropriate penalty followed
that, one of Roxbury sending for him to draw a
tooth, the Antinomian clipper of orthodox doctrine
lost his way in the forest, and was frozen to deatb.
s fate is set {orth as an implied warning to barber
chirurgeons not to misuse their opportunities, while
it serves to illustrate the effect of such examples in
sustaining the principle of the Massachusetts theo-
cracy. To resist it was like entering upon a contest
with. fate, (or its authors dispensed judgmeats with
as much facility as they issued and served common
legal process; in short, if any one occasioned them
trouble, a warrant, or a miracle, it was difficult to
tell beforehand which was pretty certain to overtake
the delinquent.

Tt was not in the nature of things that this com-
lex machinery of beadles and spectres should work
satisfactorily, * But for fifty years-the Puritan Zion
was (hus upheld, and the reign of the saints upon
earth anticipated.  Happily it was oot peruiitted by
events that this strain upon buman endurance should
last ; if it was too..inuch’to expect . its relaxation
from the ministers by whom-and in whose behalf it
was maintained. Repeated invitations were made to
the latter ‘to wodify its rigors, but they were uni-
formly slighted. ~An example of this occurred in
1652, when ‘Sir Richard' Saltopstall, one of the ori-
ginal founders of the colony, wrote to Wilson ‘and
Cotton, ministers of. Boston, the (ollowing letter :—

love and respect, it doth not a little grieve my spirit
to hear what sad things are’ reported daily of your
‘tyranny and persecution in New England, as that you
fine, whip, and 'imprison men for their consciences.—
First 'you compel such to come into. your, assemblies.
as you know will. not.;join you in your worskip, and
when  they.ishow. their; dislike. thereof, or. witness
against it, then you stir up your magnstrate_sto:pumsb
Ahem for such, as you conceive, -thgir_pubhc‘gﬁ'ronlts.
Truly, friénds, this your practice of compelling any,
in’ matters of worship, to dQ'lhat’\vhprpqt ‘they are
fully ‘persiiaded, isto make them 'sinj for' so “the.
apostie (Rotn. xiv. 23) tells us; and mdpy are made
‘hypocrites thereby, conformiog to .heir ‘outward man
for fear of punishment.. e DT o e e would
‘vou Trosperity every way, hopiog tne- Lord. '
e ciren e 5 much .Iig'gt Emd love there; that

you might bavé been eyes to God's people here, and'
not to practice those coursey in o wilderness whick
you svent so fai to prevent. These rigid ways bave
laid you very low in the hearts of the' saiits, T de’
assure you I have beard them pray in the public as<’
semblies ‘that the Liord woild give you ‘week and”
bumble ¢pirits, Bot to sirive so much for uniformity’
as ‘not to Leep the unily of spirit io the boad: of
peace. ‘T hope you do not assume to yourselyes in-
fallibili(y of judgment, when the most tearaed of the'
apostles confesseth he-knew but in part, and saw but
darkly, as through a glass ; for God is light, and ne
further than be doth Mumine us can we see, be our
parts and learning ever so great. O thatall those that
are brethren, though they cannot think and speal the
same thing, might be of one accord in the Lord.”

¢ To this ooble remoastrance—aad it was not the

first of ‘the -same sost swwhich Saltonstall had made—
Wilson"and Cottoo wrate & very elaborate  reply.—
They proléss to be fricads of peace and moderation,
but fully justify the punishmeuts inflicted. - ‘Better
be hypocrites,” they say, ¢ than proface persons.—
Hypocrites give God part ‘of his due, the outward
man ; but the profane person givelb God neither out-
ward nor inward man.® ¢ You know not if you
think we came into this wilderness lo practice those
courses which we fled from in England. We be-
lieve there is a vast difference between men’s ingen-’
tions and God's institutions ; we fled from men's io-
ventions, to whicl we else should have been com-
pelled ; we compel none to men’s ioventions.' Yet
after this dowaright claim of a divine character tor
their system, with an inconsistency too cemmon to
surprise, they add, ¢ We are far from arropatisg io-
fallibility of judgment, or affecting uniforemity ; uni-
formity God never required, infallibility be mever
granted us. We coitent ourselses with maity in the
foundation of religion and church order.>

“ About the same time William sent a wary re-

more han ordinary laborions Lo draw men (o those |

« Reverend annd dear sirs, whom. I .unfeignedly |

We pray:for you and. wish |.P

monstrance to his old friend and disciple Goverpor
Endicot, against these violent proceedings. The
-Massaclhusetts theocracy could oot complaia that
none showed them their ercor.  They did not perse-
vere in the systern ol persecution swithout having its
wrongfuliess fully pointed out. —{(Hlildreth, 5cl. .,
pp. 382-4.) _ ' :

The first modification of the system was due to
the interference of Chasles the Second shortly sub-
sequent to the Restoration. By aroyal order, which
at that time the colonists were not in a position to
dispute, they were deprived of one of their most
cherished privileges—1the right to inflict corporal
punishmént upon Quakers. ~ Tater than this, in
1675, when the general court of Massachusetts, alter
copsuliation with the Elders, eoumerated the sies
which had brought upon them the sisitation of the
war with King Philip, in a spirit of coatrition the
persecution of the Quakers was renewed.®  But the
claimaots for toleration who exisied in the colony,
and who bad been encouraged in 1662, by the kiog’s
demands, were now a considerable party ; while, on '
the other hand, the majority for the theocracy was
decreasing, 'The predilection of the ‘latter for a
learned ministry also helped to modily their more ob-
durate convictions until tbeir acceptance of the
« Half Way Covenant,” for years a fertile subject
of’ canteation, exhibited their weakness by involvisg
them in 3 compromise. ‘T'o this weakaess, still more
effectually than to the iicense which. bad beea par- -
tially procured by the Royal mandate, a great change .
in the temper of the colony was attributable.” Na- -
thaniel Morton concludes in New England’s Meme-
rial with a word of adviceito the passing geaeration,
expressing his ‘apprehensions’that they were < dege-
perating into the plant'of of a strange vioe.” As
another of théir influential divines had expressed it,
‘they « were straggling from the sound of' the silvgr ;
trumpets,” and preparing to follow -mysic of: their
own.- Ta 1680, the Baptists,‘after meeting for four- -
teen years in private houses; surmmoned courage to
erect a aew building in which they attempted to hold
‘a meeting publicly. * 7 . C L
A few years later, when -the neglect of: the Acts :
of Trade, the sheltér afforded to the regicides and

ottier irregularities, had brought upon Massachusetts .

the ‘vacation of- ber charter, ‘gredter enormities wore:

‘helplessly ‘subinitted to. “Under Joseph Dudleg, in:

1686, a religious'society evew worshippiog according:
1o the  forms'of the Episcopal Church of England -
was organised in Boston, and with Andros the "year
‘ beheld the first appearance of the "
hated .surplice. The proclamation of James’s De- .

after; the colonists
T« These sins were declared to be :—< Neglect- in the train- '

"ing of the children of church members ; pride in'men’s wear-" -

ing long and curled hair; -excess in agpnrel; naked breasts* - -
and arms,’ and superfluous -ribbons; the:toleration of Quak-

¢rs ; ‘hiirry- to-leave meeting before, blessing asked ; profase .,
cursing and swearing ; uppling houses; waat of respect for
_patents; idleness; extortion in shop-keepers and mechanics &

‘and the riding.from. {own. to town of unmarried 'men and -
‘women, under ptetence’ of attending lectures ;s sinful cus~-

tom tending to lewdaess.”” !
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