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WTHE -EW RELIGION."

In the January number of the Arena
we meet with a moet remarkable article
from the pon of Edwin D. Walker, en-
titled, "The New Religion." In short,
it is a treatise, or pretends to be one,
upon Theosopby and Theosophists.
Evide i t!y the writer desires to acquaint.
his readers with the principles of Theo-
sophy and to so explain this "new re-
ligion," this "divine wisdom," so that
each one may fathom the meaning and
grasp the scope of hiis Oriental importa-
tion. Perhapse Mr. Valker bas set forth
bis belief in a sufliciently clear manner
to satisfy hineelf; but, iliese our brain
is very dull, we fail absolutely to find
anything new in this "new religion."
In ail Mr. Walker's eiglht pages we have
only been able to discover a goodly
amoiunt of blaspheny, a fearful confu-
sien of Eastern beliefs, not a few false-
hoods, and no real explhmation or defini-
tion of this Theosophiy. All we eau
glean from the whole parer ia that '1heo-
sophy is an Indian in-vention, thlat it in-
cliudes Parsces, Mohaummedans, Brahi-
mine, Buddhists and English Cliristiaus
(of Mr. Walkers class, very likely),
Ronan Catholics (whicli caunot be) and
Atheists. That ail these are upon an
equal footing with regard tu this " uni-
versal religion," each considering the
faith of his fathers as the nost appro-
priate style of the trutlh for hinmself and
his people, and ail seeking it uinner in-
terpretation in Theosophy. Jews, Pro-
testants, Roman Catholics, Spiritualists,
Rationaliste, Theists, Atheists and Pa-
gans are in this " new religion," earnest
students of truth, " which transcenda
and embraces all pluses of thought-
which can only be really tested by ex-
perience, nd best taught by living."

Were it not that Mr. Wilk-er's paper
has been published in a magazine of the
Arena's importance, decidedly we would
bave cast it aside at once as the effusion
of a fevered brain; but, conaidering the
channel thrnugh vihich it conies to us,
we were tenpted to re-readuthe article
and ta honestly try to fathom its mean-
ing. We find bthat iL evidently lias no
botton; it is either too dcp for our
powers of comprehensBioi, or else it is so
shallow that it cainot loat a felather-

,weight. After our firet rapid glance at
the article we thought that the writer
mighut posibly be slighîtly " off " on the
subject; after our second reading of it
wo no longer thought so, but were sure
of it.

IL seens to us that Mr. Walker desires
te convey the idea that the soul is
eternal-or rather thlie hunan being;
that each one has passed through untold
ages, from one form to another, and will
so continue on, until finally by purifica-
tion and constant perfecting, each in-
dividual becoumes part of Goti. "' What
man reaps ho alis sown, and what lie
sows he shall reap ;" "ithe newest- re-
ligion is the eoldest," because we ,ru oniy
now finding out the treasuis of knor-
ledge that the old Eastb as hidden for
centuries fror the new West; and as the
material world ie being bolted around
and the civilization of the Vest, is going
back to the East, so in the spiritual
world we are al evolving to that from
wlich we came. This is about his
theory in a nutahell, and he saya that
Theoaophy ls a "wisdom-religion;" iLs
motto la, " There le no religion that ii
bigher'than Truîth." "-be basis of The-
sophy is experience." "This.doctrine is
the grand corner-atone of ail religions.
It is, as well,• the consummation of all
philosopby, the crowiinmg experience of
mysticism and the teaching of common
sense." -

To the generality-of mon religion is a
mng*hefeby .n eml is (o beaobtained ; -

by religion we reach God. But this mn
claims (bat his "New Religion " is the
end to be reached, and that the experi-
ence of individuals, who are all portions
of God, constitutem the means whereby
the end is to be aLtained. In order to
reach this absurd conclusion, Mr. Walker
seca proper to open by sayinig: "most
thinking people unite in rejecting the
largest portion of what the churchrs
call religion-(this is assertion without
proof), with their revolting ideas woven
about a human Deity, total depravity,
instantaneous salvation, vicarious atone-
ment, a short earthly probation followed
by a police-court judgnment, and eternal
blies or misery, a heaven of hars s id
crowns, and a bell of lire and imps.
The opposition to these tenacious dognia,
however, has little or no organîization."
It is to establish stch an organization, an
opposition te the dogma that M r. Walker
blasphenously refers te, that he has
undertaken to preach the "New R .ligion">
or "Theosophy."

After speaking of the Mahat mas, or
adepts in Theosophy, vhose powers and
wisdon are hidden away im the moun-
tains of Thibet, or in some solitary ber-
mitage, he gives a list of believers in
their genuinenes, but who do not desire
tu publish hie fact. The list is a short
one ; as to live of the eninent person-
ages naned, we canno, speak, but with
regard to the last and second lat ien-
tionEd, we can emphatically tell Mr.
Walker that He wrongs both individuals;
one is F. Marion Crawford, author of
" Mr. Isaacs," the other Lord Dufferin,
ex-vice regent, of ludia. Perhaps he read
IThe Witch of Prague," and concluded
thnt Mr. Crawford was a mystic, or may
be he ha'alearned that Lord Dufferin took
great delight, whiie in India, in visiting
the different temples and learniing the
manners and custons of ea.ih cast, and
thereby decided to include himii in the
Thieosophists.

After this peue of gratuitous false-
hood, the writer tells us : "but the corps
of theosophical leaderi is not conined to
Thibet., Theosophy enrolls the founders
of al religious--Jesus, Gautau ma, Con-
fuciusZnr.aster, and Mahormet. It in-
eludes the great religious spirits of every
age-like Swedenborge Madame Guyon,
Saint Martin and Jacob Bohie. Espe-
cially notable is the theosophical trend
of ihose scers of all tiies-the poets.
Conspicuous examples just now are
Br.'wtning, Swinburne, Teinyson, Ald-
rich, Whitman. The great philosophers
too run in the sanie direction-not only
such as Plato, Pythiigoras, Paracelsus,
Emerson, but even Kant, Leibnitz,
Lotze, Schapenhaver and Spencer."

We quote this paragraph to give our
readers an idea of how far a mau-blinded
by a littleknowledge-can go-on the road
of blaspheniy, and how ridiculous he.can
make hinself in the eyes of the woild.
Pick out iany fifty names of poets, states-
men, warriors philosophera, in the dif-
ferent ages,jumble then all together and
say they aill supported this "New Reli-
gion," and you wili be no .more absurd
than is Mr. Walker in bis would be phi-
losophical article. The only Theosophy
that is really ever new and ever
old is the Catholie Theology, which
is the sane in the unreckened cycles of
the pat and down the future's
eternity. If 'Mr. Walker's Oriental
" New Religion " is to be obtain-
ed simply by experience, we say heaven
protect us from the experience of the
last two thousand years in the Eastern
lands, and save us from the Theosophy
that would be the. outcome.of such bar-
barism.

We are surprised that, the Auna would,
publish such a&sample ofirreverent none-
sense.

LEO XII1. AS HEIS.

In several of our Anierican Catholic
exchanges we find a very vivid Charac-
ter sketch of Pope Leo XIII. Itis drawn
from life andgives the impressions re-
ceived at the Vatican hy a Lutheran
afission&ry. It would be impossible for
us to give the account of that visit in ail
its details, but there are two points upon
which we would ask our readers tokindly
reflect. The first i the humble and
abstemions, life of the Sovereign Pontiff,
as noticed by this Protestant African
Missionary; the second is the woider-
fully universal knowledge of Leo XIII,
and the autoritative manner in which
lie decides questions of the greatest
imoment-idicative of infallibility--
and yet the spell of his mnurvellous per-
souality that causcs you to accept a de-
cision aigainst you with the feeling that
it is ablessing in disguise. The ninister
in question had arrived from the SoLith
of Africa, with credentials signed by the
redoubtable--now latc-Cardinai Lavi-
gerie, and the business which let him to
seek an interview with the Pope hLd
some relation tu an attempted settle-
ment of ti differences between the Ca-
tholic and Englishl>rotetanît missionaries
in Utganda and other territories of the
Dark Continent.

Therc is abroad an idea that the 'ope
lives ii luxury in the Vatican. Speak-
ing of the Holy Father'a private roomu,
where in lie almiost entirely lives, the
Lutheran clergyman says:

" The roon I was ushered-into wîs, as
I after wards learned, Loo Xl [I's living
apartment. It is iunconmonly sanll,
having but one winodw ; the scanty
furniture is draped wiîth rtd silk (liuuaiaSk,
and but for a large crucifix over the
mantle there is not even an attempt at
dccoration.

" The Pope wasitting in a high-backed
armchair on a sort of dias at the%:iwdow,
looking out into the gardens, as i1
thought.

" Before I lhad entered upon this visit
I liad wuell uastered the 'A vcrtenîze Al
Vaticuno,' that is the book of etiquette
appertaill ng to Ipal audiences, and,
rernaiîîing standi, on tho thrcsliold,
niade an nitiatory low bow.

" Then I proceeded te the middle of the
room, repeating the obedience, while the
Pontiff, witli a nild smile,siightly raiaei
huiumself,n a if preparing to coaie towards
his visitor.
h Observiug this sign, I quickly stepped
forward and knelt witht one knwe down
fin the edge of the dias to kisa reverently
the hand of the grand old primate.

' At tlîianmomnzt 1 ws fairl.y vcr-
conie by an ineffable sense of t e extra-
ordinapry, and if his Holhness had inot
attempted to raise nie 1 think I would
have renained for minutes in this speech-
less attitude.-

As to the great administrative ability
and the regal genius of the Vicar of
Christ, just take the followinig:-

"lie spoke authoritatively, after a
somewhat commanding fashion, and in
a voice that, disoite bis years, echoed the
force of ummuîpaired lungs.

" While listening to my preanmble,
bricfly nade, in accordance with the ad-
vices I h1ad received in the ant-echam-
ber, bis emali brown eyes shone with a.
kindling glance, -but as soon as he him-
self connenced-talking these eyes be-
came vivid Ofth the fire of intelligence
and ardor.

"During the time of bis discourse lie
appeared almost rejuvenated and soon
began demanding seeminîgly unimpor-
tant details, -while lie furnished dates
and incidents of distant subjects apper-
taining to the case, that were at once
surprising and new to me.

" The Pope's memury, his faculty to
recall remote circumstances astonished
me beyond expression. I was prepared
to meet a mild old man and, intead, en-
countered an accomplished d.fater,
handling his didactica with the akili and
warmth of a youthful enthusiast.

" His familiarity with the subject un-
der discussion was the more noteworthy,
as the Pope had had no ime for apecial
preparation ; he commnanded me to an
audience:lmost! immedistelyupoii re.

ceiving my petition and none of his
councillrs present it the Vatican were
particularly uble to Cltiglhten hilm on the
subject.'

In presence of these woniderful re-
marks connment would be superfluoius.
Let the minister, however, tell how Leo
XIII. decides a question, and how every
oie fels obliged to bnw to a helaven-
inspired decision. IIe continuies:

" The momient I got throtughi the agedl
primatr pronounced judgment with a
preiRinn and i tability cf purpose that
absolutely !ercatallled fu rther argumiient.

Il dis ecision u sexactly eriiry no
ny expectations, but the feeling of 'dis-
appointient nîever entered my mind,
seeing that the weiglit of the anthorita-
tive power expresed was eu overwheli-
ilîg as (o roîder ail objections tiselesa.

" This, at least, was the initial impres-
sion received. 1, the Lutheran, uncon-
sciously submitted t(lothe dognua of in-
faliblity the first timUe the Pope ex-
pressed an opinion to nie.

" Tle ollleiffl business lbeiuîg St an end,
the P 'e cun- ged ie (o speak to ihiuu
on genueral ij m:utrs concerning iy Cun-
try, and le wivho, a qu i'rier (if an hour
ago, ad displayed a truly wonderfu l

ofwldg t he gcogrîîph ( i the drk
cnt a ppearing to knlogolaid,
Kaniernon and Zanzibar idmost ns thor-
oughly as if lue had been %i traveller in
those remuote parts, now exhibited a like
itinicy with the politics of ierniy."

Two more quotations and we lave done
with is interesting accounit-writtenî
by Henry W. Fiscier-and certainly
pregnant vith grand suggestions. le
tells lhow the Pope spcdtls each day :

" The lack of exercise in the open air
:an(d his aversion to the pleasuies of the
table are very cvident in Leo's appear-
ance.

I was told the Pope manages to hive
on a lesser amîount of food than would
sîuflice for a t2 year-old b1by. He rises
b1etween 6 andI 7 o'clock, aud, after devo.
tions, bures hiiself in the contempla-
tion of hiulndreds of newspapers froin all
parts of the world, Italiai, French, Span-
aih and Euglish.

" While reading heC sips a denitasse el
black coffiee, which unstitutes list break-
fast, year mn year out.

"At 10 o'clock lis councillors .nd visit-
Ors bcgm ito arrivc, tnid the rest of (lue
",'y ila devoed to affair.4 of!te(lic iurclu,

bîtuî hie xceptionîof tue diuer neurbe-
ginning at 2.

" Like the Suultaii, Leo always dines
abloum, probably becamuso of sil eeling tlust
lie iiîuuat iot ask any oflis ofl'ciais iand
friends8 to share so poor a nil as the pa-
pal board offers, consisting, as it does, of
t nî-teof strong bouillion, a roast or
ateésk wii.h vegetidîlea atid salad snd is
Plîa oif nid 1liîle iine. Ili the ovenin"
[he Pope iartakes of bituillou and toust,
and only very occ:isnîiaily doc lie add
a little Maderia or Tokay.

The room n which the Pope received
nie serves both as bis private audience
niud living chanduer. Aside frein it lie
used only two other apartments. a sunali
bed and dinuing-room very simply fur-
iiished and devoidof all decorative fea-
tures."

Thn dee lie te lo ethe closing part of
a nieniorable interview:

" When talking on German subjects
the Pope pronounced such words as
IKulterkamrpf,' which English aand
Armerican orators are in the habit of dis-
torting heyond recognition, perfectly
correctly, which is indeed marvellous in
a untive of Italy, and an evidence ofthe
the PontiflI's great thoroighness and stu-
diouîs habits.

", I omitted to state that our conversa-
tion lhad been carried on in, French, by
Ihe Pope's initiative. I had been mn the
rooni nearly a full hour when the Pope,
by a polite turn in the conversation, in-
dlicited that my audience was at an end.

" Again I remember the rules of pre-
vailing etiquette, and, bending my knee
reverently, kissed the Pontiff's riglit
ha-nd, which he held out to me, at the
Lame time wishing himni a long life.

"Leon XIII. quickly withdrew bis band,
and resting it for a few seconds on the
top of my head pronounced the pon ti-
feal benediction, in a voice full of ten-
derness and fatherly compassion.

" Je te benis," -- never had French
words sounded more beautiful to me.

" I stood in the ante-chamber before I
knew wbat I was daing. The room was
full of people,".


