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PURITAN TOLERATION IN AMERICA.*
(From The Christian Remembrancer, October, 1842.)

We cannot but regard with pleasure this attempt to
render acceptable to the general reader the most im-
Portant and interesting criminal trials that have taken
Place in America, without encumbering them with ab-
Stract technicalities, or rendering them valueless by
sacrificing truth to effect. The laborious volumes of
Howell will ever be more valuable as a work of refer-
ence, containing, as they do, the actual proceedings,
reported with painful accuracy and technicality, than
this attempt of Mr. Chandler's; whilst, at the same
time, the «“ Causes Célebres” of the French will pre-
sent more exciting narratives, as well from the absence
of forms, as from the elaborate polish that has been
given to its narratives. This work approaches more
Nearly to that of the French than to our State trials ;
1tis, however, far superior in one point—the absence
of romance.

: There is a strange pleasure ever attendant on the
Judieial investigations of a nation. The best interests
0flociety are involved; each man feels that his own
life, or liberty, or property is staked on the one event
“the acquittal or condemnation of the criminal.. He,
£00, is but one of the nation by whom the culprit is
b““s tried; the pomp, the ceremony, the abilities
provided by the State for the due provision of justice,
are provided as much for him, as for the person against
whom the criminal, whose trial he witnesses, has raised
his hand, or from whom he has stolen, Difficulty and
danger surround the accused, develope his character,
and task to the uttermost the highest energies of the
mind.  Events more startling than fiction can form,
are not unfrequently disclosed in the course of judicial
Proceedings. All this adds to the interest which we
feel compelled to take in the proceedings of criminal
courts, Nor does this interest entirely depend on
our actual presence at the trial; doubtless, the interest
Is heightened by witnessing the case with our own eyes;
still, the printed record retains an interest and a value,
which increases as the scenes which it describes pass
from.the memory. “‘And being a record of facts, as-
¢certained by a tribunal erected for the express purpose
oit:ehcning truth, it becomes, in process of time, one
. thve best sources of personal and general history.”
hat strange illustrations of the religious and poli-
“al history of the early colonists of America does
this small volume afford us !—Religious persecution,
s exemplified in the fates of the Antinomian Hutch-
Inson, in 1637, and the fanatic Quakers of Massachu-
Setts, hardly thirty yearsafter.t Another thirty years
Passesaway, and the entire peopleare mad afterwitches;
~evidence the most absurd, the most contradictory,
Visions, confessions, spectres, epileptic infants, allowed
and encouraged to swear away the lives of the most
Worthy persons in the colony; every barrier erected
by the wisdom of the law for the protection of inno-
cence, broken down by a popular tribunal, in obedi-
ence to a popular ferment ; those who confessed them-
selves the servants of the evil one, allowed to witness
against their brethren; children bringing their parents
to the gallows and the stake, parents bringing false
Wwitness against their own children. Again, a little
more than thirty years, and the people of Boston are
mad upon a Negro plot. Again all law and order are
over-ruled, and men the most blameless and innocent
arraigned and condemned without even a shadow of
charge against them ;} whilst another lapse of the
same number of years brings us to the first risings of
the colonists against the power of the mother country,
the first troubles between the people and the soldiery.§
With the last three cases we do not intend to delay
our readers, desirous rather to exemplify, from the
trials of the Antinomians and the Quakers, the unfor-
tunate truth, that sufferers for conscience sake are the
bitterest of persecutors. -~ Every republic has proved

that the greatest sticklers for liberty are, when ir;
aathority, the greatest tyrants. The course' of events
in every branch of the great religious reformation, has
proved how bitter a persecutor the successful refo,rmer
can be. Th.e ct.mduc.t of the Puritans of New England
t?wards their dissenting brethren is another illustra-
t:on of th'e truth of the philosopher's dictum, ' Apx
avapa Osiket.

Eatly in the year 1636, one Hutchinson and his wife,
people of good estate and reputation, passed from
England to Boston, in Massachusetts, and, in the
words of the day, joined the Church in that city ; re-
ceived with much attention in the colony, Hutchinson
8o0on became a person of importance, and several times
represented. his adopted city in the general court.—

sides the meetings for worship at Boston, it was an
established custom among the Puritans to hold private
meetings of the brethren, to debate topics of religion,
and to join in devotional exercises : to these meetings
the sisters were admitted, but were debarred from the
Privilege of joining in the discussions. “ The haughty
and fierce carriage, nimble wit, and active spirit’’ of
L.frs. Hutchinson, could ill brook this slight upon the
Sisterhood, and she originated an opposition meeting
of the sisters, where she repeated the sermon of the last

rd's day, with additional comments and illustrations
of her own.  The novelty of the scheme, the subtlety
and vivacity of her illustrations of Scripture, rendered
her meetings the favourite resort of the females of the
colony ; whilst her knowledge of midwifery enabled her
to insinuate herself into the affections of the matrons,
and to attach many warm and sincere friends to herself
and her doctrines. This approval extended to the
other sex; and at first even the ministers, glad, per-
aps, to have their wranglings to themselves, gave their
f::"‘e ;.Ppl‘obation to the meetings. Soon, however,
chhilnscoYered that a power which depends on
“M0g 1S more easily lost than maintained by
e Fc,t“"ﬁ and that the novelty of the sister Hutch-
Inson’s discourses was d y 2 5
of ShélF Ex hoxtars gradually sapping t}'xe influence
2 ltatlons; they were beginning to Jose
their hold on the religious feeli d views of th
female portion of th . e ey s el
L their ﬂock's. They were too well
i wle l‘fl‘nlstabnhty of their own authority to per-
ditka .POMe ul a counter-attraction to progess unre-
sted; Mrs. Hutchinson, therefore, was now forth-
with a heretic.

“ At first,” said one of the ministers, “all this was well,
and suited with the public ministry, which went along in
the same way; and all the faithful embraced it, and blessed
God for the good success that appeared from thisdiscovery,
But when she had thus prepared the way by such whole-
some truths, then she begins to set forth her own stuff,
and taught that no sanctification was any evidence of
good estate, except their justification were first cleared
up to them by the immediate witness of the Spirit, and
that to see any work of grace (either faith or repentance,
&c.) before this immediate witness, was a covenant of
works: whereupon many good souls that had been of
long approved godliness were brought to renounce all the
work of grace in them, and to wait for this immediate
revelation : then sprung up also that opinion of the in-
dwelling of the person of the Holy Ghost, and of union
with Christ, and justification before faith, and a denying
of any gifts or graces, or inherent qualifications, and that
Christ was all, did all, and that the soul remained always
a dead organ: but the main and bottom of all, which
tended to quench all endeavour, and to bring to a de-
p'endence upon an immediate witness of the Spirit, without
right pf any gift or grace, this stuck fast, and prevailed
50 as it began to be opposed, and she being questioned by

tical

* American Criminal Trials, By Prrec W. CHANDLER.
Vol. I. Boston: Littleand Brown. London: Maxwell. 1841,

t Trials of the Quakers before the General Court and Court
of Assistants, Massachusetts, 1656—1661.

Trials for Witcheraft, before the Special Court of Oyer and
Terminer, held in Salem, Massachusetts, 1692,

{ Trials of certain Negroes and others before the Supreme
Court of New York, for a conspiracy to burn the city and mur-
der the inhabitants. 1741.

§ Trials of certain British Soldiers before the Superior Court

of Massachusetts, for the murder of Crispus Attocks, and others
at Boston, 1770.

some, who marvelled that such opinions should spread
fast, she made answer, that wherever she came, they
must and they should spread.”—American Trials, p. 5-6.
One more delusion must be added to this succinct
account of the faith of the antinomian followers of
Mrs. Hutchinson,—that doctrine of the Quakers,
afterwards so vigorously condemned nnq pel.'secute‘d by
the colonists—the belief in communications direct
from God, independently of the Scnpt}lres, and to be
regarded as equally infallible as the written wox.'d.

Against these wild views, (for such we believe to
have been the leading principles of the new sect, so
far as cotemporary passion and prejudice will allow us
to discover them,) the first Puritan Synod was sum-
moned at Newtown, and after three weeks of the most
bitter discussion, no less than eighty-two errors were
discovered, enumerated and condemned: To Mrs,
Hutchinson, the synod was but the meeting of Here-
tics; and both parties used the harshest terms in
arraigning those who disagreed with Ehem. At length,
in 1637, the dispate assumed a political aspect. The
general elections were coming on, and each party
boasted that the arm of the civil power would be used
against the defeated sect. The ministers led the
attack, and their success was complete. Pane, the
admirer and supporter of the Hutchinsonians, was left
out of office, and Winthrop, the father of the colony
and leader of the ministers, chosen governor. A

The party of the ministers lost no time in turning
their newly acquired power against their opponents :
an act was passed, forbidding any one to enter the
colony without the approval of the magistrate ; one of
the ministers, who had seemed to have supported Mrs.
Hutchinson's views in a late sermon, was arraigned as
a disturber of the public peace, and disfranchised and
banished from the colony. It was in vain that he
appealed to the King. *There is no appeal,” said the
court; and he was compelled to go into exile, with
many of those who were of his opinions. All these,
however, were but young branches,” to use the words
of a cotemporary, “sprung out of an old root; the
court had now to do with the head of this faction, duz
faemina facti: a woman had been the breeder and
nourisher of all these distempers, one Mistress Hutch-
inson.” She was now summoned to her trial, or
rather to receive judgment; for no one can read the
proceedings of the tribunal that met for her trial in
November, 1637, without perceiving, from the arbi-
trariness of its character, and its utter disregard of lh.e
fundamental principles of law, that, composed as it
was of the prisoner's bitterest opponents, men to
whom religious toleration was hateful, the court had
long before determined to convict her, and made use
of the form of a trial as the most specious means of
compassing their designs.

“ ¢ You are called here,” said the governor, at the com-~
mencement of these extraordinary proceedings, ‘as one
of those that have troubled the peace of the commonwealth
and the churches here; you are known to be a woman
that hath had a great share in the promoting and divulg-
ing of those opinions that are causes of this trouble, and
to.be nearly joined, not only in affinity and affeetion,
with some of those the court hath taken notice of, and
passed censure upon, but you have spoken divers things,
as we have been informed, very prejudicial to the honour
of the churches and ministers thereof, and you have main-
tained a meeting and an assembly in your house that hath
been condemned by the general assembly as ‘a thing not
tolerable or comely in the sight of God, nor fitting for
your sex; and notwithstanding that was cried down, you
have continued the same. Therefore we have thought
good to send for you to understand how things are, that
if you be in an erroneous way, we may reduce you, that
s0 you may be a profitable member here among us ; other-
wise, if you be obstinate in your course, that then the
court may take such course that you may trouble us no
further. ~Therefore 1 would entreat you to express, whe-
ther you do not hold and assent in practice to the opinions
and factions that have been handled in court already ;
that is to say, whether you do not justify Mr. W:heel-
wright’s sermon and petition.”—* [ am called here,’ was
the appropriate answer of Mrs. Hutchinson, embodying
a great principle of the common law, which requires
every offence to be set forth with clearness and certainty ;
«I am called here to answer before you; but I hear no-
things laid to my charge.’ "—American Trials, p. 11.

Mrs. Hutchinson and the judge now got into a hot
argument on the liberty of conscience, and the duty
to the commonwealth, regarded in the light of a parent,
The governor, however, soon found that he was no
match for the lady preacher, and brought that. part of
the discusssion to a close, by refusing * to discourse
with those of her sex about it,” and assuming that she
did “adhere to and set forward the faction.” This
point assumed, to the satisfaction of the court—a
pleasant way, truly, of trying people, by assumptions !
—the judge proceeded to attack her weekly public
preachings. “The elder women, said St. Paul to
Titus, were to teach the younger,” replied Mrs. Hutch-
inson.  “Bat, privately,” replied the governor, *“not
in set public meetings ; and you are to teach them ‘to
keep at home,” not wander abroad. But how say you
as to teaching of the men ?”” continued the governor.
“Aquilla and Priscilla took upon them to instruct
Apollos more perfectly; they, being better instructed,
might teach him.” Her last text was unfortunate
for the arraigned ; the governor saw his advantage.—
¢ See how your argument stands,”’ he replied ; * Pris-
cilla with her husband took Apollos home to instruct
him privately ; there Mistress Hutchinson, without
her husband, might teach sixty or eighty.”” Distaste-
ful as the accused’s conduct might have been to the
colonials, there was nothing as yet brought against her
which could give the Court an appearance of reason
for that decision to which they had long before made
up their minds. The real point was yet to be opened.
She had spoken against the preachings of the ministers.
“ One alone of them,” she was reported to have said,
“ preached a covenant of faith, the other ministers were
under a covenant of works; they had not the seal of
the Spirit, so were not able ministers of the New
Testament.”” This was now brought against her by
the ministers with no little zeal and animation, She
denied the expressions, and required the witnesses to
prove her words on their oaths. At this her accusers
hesitated ; they were afraid of an oath.  * Admit they
be mistaken,” said one of the ministers, “you would
make them sin if you urged them to swear”’ —* They
arc witnesses in their own cause,”” was the accused’s
reply; ‘“if they do accuse me, I desire it may be upon
oath.” Thisdemand increased the commotion; some
drew back,others “ wereanimatedon.” Atlast the court
called on three of the ministers to swear to their tes-
timony.  One or two of the preachers returned to
speak in favour of the accused, and to deny that her
words were to be understood as was alleged against
her: they were silenced directly ; the accused was not
to be excused. “How dare you look into the court
to say sucha word #’  said the notorious Hugh Peters
to one of the honest men. Even Cotton ran some
risk when he returned to raise his voice in favour of
Mrs. Hutchinson, so predetermined were her judges
against )Ier. Dudley, the deputy-governor, took him
up continually, and plied him with severe hints, whilst
fogh. Peters, with his accustomed violence, talked of
bringing him to immediate trial. Mrs. Hutchinson
soon gave the court all the evidence they required for
their d'CC"ISiOH. She spoke in her defence, justified
her opinions, and once, on points of abstruse doctrine,
ran on wildly into views for which the Jjudges had not
mercy. The immediate revelation of the Holy Spirit,
and the interpretation: of Antichrist, such as bore
heayily on heraccusers and judges, were openly avowed
by her. She was a special providence of God; their
eyes were opened, they could now see clearly to con-
demn her. One alone spoke openly in her favour,
“Here is no law of God or of the country that she
hath broken; therefore she deserves no censure.”
The impatience with which this appeal was listened
to, showed the unanimity of the court; he was hardly

silent before it was voted that she be banished out of

the liberties of the colony, as not fit: for their society,
and be imprisoned until the court could send her
away. “I desire to konw why I am banished,” de-
manded the condemned. “Say no more,”” was the
reply; ¢ the court knows wherefore, and is satisfied.”

The ministers had not done yet; from her tem-
porary confinement, Mrs. Hutchinson was summoned
before the Church, as it was called, in Boston, and
called upon, in the face of a large assembly of the in-
terested and the curious, to abjure no less than twenty-
nine errors of doctrine, which were specifically set
forth, and read to her. Some she admitted, others
she combated, and ‘defended with pertinacity and
ability. The continued attacks of the ministers,
under the name of admonitions, coupled with the de-
sertion of her old friend, Cotton, at length broke the
spirit of the poor fanatic. She acknowledged she had
greatly erred, had slighted the magistrates of the
court and the elders of the church, and, when on her
trial, had looked on the errors and failings of the
magistrates, without regard to their office and the
place they were in: the speeches she then used she
confessed were without ground, and rash, and she de-
sired the prayers of the church.

The ministers had not even yet satiated their re-
venge; her excommunication was demanded, and every
means were sought for raising a plausible excuse for
such an act. Her opinions, wild as they were, having
been generally renounced by her, would not justify
this proceeding; so they had recourse to inferences.
Certain legitimate inferences were made from her wild
fancies, and she was then called upon to renounce
“these legitimate results of her opinions.”” She
denied that she held such doctrines. = Her opponents
had decided that she did hold them, and therefore
earnestly pressed her “not to stand so obstinately to
maintain so manifest an untruth.” Still she re-
fused to renounce what she had never held, and was
excomimunicated as a liar.  Mrs. Hutchinson, and
those who still adhered to her opinions, proceeded to
depart from Massachusetts. The influence of Roger
Williams and Harry Pane obtained from the Narragas-
sett chief, Miantonimoh, the gift of the beautiful spot
of Rhode Island. Years passed away, her opinions

spread from their new abiding-place, and the sons of

the widowed fanatic dared to expostulate with the
people of Boston on the wrongs of their mother. The
Puritan magistrates were not prepared to censure
their own proceedings, and severe imprisonment was
the reward of the young men’s boldness. Rhode
Island became but a doubtful refuge ; and the whole
family retired to the Dutch settlements in East Chest-
er. Seven years after her trial, the house of Anne
Hutchinson was attacked by the insurgent Indiauns;
and, amid the flames, or beneath the tomahawk of the
savages, herself and her whole family perished.

Difficult, as it doubtless is, rightly and clearly to

understand all the bearings of this case, there cannot
be a doubt that the pretence of its having been a mere
civil proceeding for the preservation of the authority

of the State rulers, and the suppression of sedition, is

utterly groundless. It was an act of religious intole-

rance, in which personal ill-will and professional

jealousy bore an active part. Religious toleration
was unknown to the colonists of Massachusetts Bay,
and was preached against as a sin in the rulers of the

land, save and except where the rulers bappened not

to be Puritans. “The government,” says Mr. Chand-
ler, “was founded in certain religious doctrines, a

denial of which was an offence against the State, of
That a part of their number

the nature of treason.”
had a right to change their views of religious doctripe,
or civil government, never entered into the apprehen-
sion of the majority. ~Wheelright entered on extremes,
and was convicted of sedition; he appealed to the
king, and was banished. Roger Williams met the
same fate. Anne Hutchinson ventured to doubt, and
was thrust out of the jurisdiction as unfit for their
society, It was this feeling which enabled the minis-
ters to carry with them not only the civil power, but
also the popular voice, in their prosecution of Mrs.
Hutchinson, and which again, nearly thirty years after-
wards,” encouraged the cruel persecution to which the
Quakers were subjected in the colony. Branded in
England as “an abominable sect,”" and “their principles
inconsistent with any kind of government;” whipped
and imprisoned as felons; fined, exiled, and sold into
colonial bondage, they found an equally cruel reception

in New England, in no respect varying from that of

the Mother country in cruelty; whilst, at the same

time, it deprived them of the meagre consolation of

knowing that their sufferings were in accordance with
the statute law of the realm in which they suffered.
When in the summer of 1656, the first Quakers
arrived at Boston, from Barbadoes, there was no law
whatever respecting that sect. It mattered not, the
ministers could not brook a rival race; their goods

were searched, their books destroyed, themselves cast

in strict imprisonment for five weeks, and then thrust
out of the colony.

law in the colony against the sect.
was passed against “the accursed sect of heretics

lately risen in the world:" the account of this law is
worthy of extract, as a specimen of Puritan legislative

toleration.

“Whereas,” says this act, “there is an accursed sect of
heretics lately risen up in the world, which are commonly
called Quakers, who take upon them to be immediately
sent of God, and infallibly assisted by the Spirit, to speak
and write blasphemous opinions, despising government,
and the order of God in church and commonwealth,
speaking evil of dignities, reproaching and reviling ma-
gistrates and ministers,” and then goes on to provide,
“that any master of a ship bringing any known Quaker

within the jurisdiction, shall forfeit one hundred pounds

and shall give security to carry such Quakers back to the
place whence he brought them; and on the arrival of

such Quakers they were to be severely whipped and con
fined at hard labour in the house of correction.

rican Trials, pp. 35, 36.

Such was the first enactment against the Quakers

it was no dead letter; nearly every punishment provi-
ded therein was inflicted; and the more the Puritans
fined, whipped, and branded, the more the Quakers
preactied and braved the punishment. Unlike the
present representatives, the conduct of the sect seems
They denounced
the ministers as priests of Baal, the magistrates as
traitors, and civil government as an invention of the
devil. They scrupled not to interrupt public worship
with indecent fanaticism, and excited by their frenzy

¢ The Boston
Puritans determined on resorting to the policy of Dra-

to have been perfectly outrageous.

and folly the disgust of the colonists,

co, and to defeat their own objects by their severity
Not so the more prudent inhabitants of Rhode Island

Much as they feared and hated the sect, they declined

to pass laws against its professors.

“For we find,” they said, in a letter to the general

Again eight more came, were
seized, imprisoned, and banished: still there was no
At last a law

By a
subsequent law, persons who should entertain Quak);rs
were liable to a fine of forty shillings for every hour’s
entertainment. Any persons defending their pernicious
ways, or attending their meetings, were also liable to a
fine. Every Quaker, after the first conviction, if a man,
was to lose one ear, and the second time the other; if a
woman, she was each time to be severely whipped; and
for the third offence, both men and women were to have
their tongues bored through with a red-hot iron.”— Ame-

The Bostonians, however, were not to be persuaded
that toleration was the most prudent course; despite
the resistance offered by the few sensible men in the
colony, including the governor of Connecticut, the
majority passed a law, providing for the immediate
trial of any member of the “cursed sect,’’ by a special
jury, and if convicted of the crime of being a Quaker,
he was to suffer death. The sickness of one of the
court enabled a bare majority of one to carry this
iniquitous law, by which so many innocent fanatics
suffered death. No sooner was the edict passed than
three victims voluntarily offered themselves. = Pre-
viously banished from the colony, they again returned,
purposing to offer up their lives, and determined not
to depart. Two of the sufferers, Robinson and Ste-
phenson, declared that they were specially called by
the Spirit to go to Boston to die, and that they had
obeyed the command not of their own will, but of the
will of God. Confessing their crime, they were con-
demned to death, with their female associate, Mary
Dyer.  Seven days after, they were led out to death.
Nothing could exceed the joy and gladuess with which
they went out to die. Mary Dyer saw both her com-
panions slain before her eyes: she ascended the
lzdder to meet her own fate, the rope was fixed, her
face covered, when a faint cry was heard at the edge
of the crowd. By degrees it grew louder and louder;
a hundred willing hearts echoed the words, “A re-
prieve! -a reprieve!”’ she was released; the interces-
sion of her son had saved her for the time, on the
condition of her standing on the gallows with the
noose round her neck, and then retiring from the
colony.  She retired to Rhode Island. ‘In two years
she was moved to return to the “bloody town of
Boston.””  Nothing could shake her resolution; she
vould return and die, as her fellow-prisoners had
before her. = The magistrates were astonished at the
determination of this feeble and aged fanatic to brave
11l the terrors of theirlaws. The pride of consistency
jorbade them to recede. Evenifthe former executions
vere cruel, this, it whispered, is called for by a stern
recessity.  One among the rulers, the governor Endi-
cott, sought to save Mary Dyer, but she would not;
she had come to die, unless her preaching could
obtain from them the repeal of their laws against her
sect. Persuaded of the reality of the inspiration to
vhich she laid claim, and firmly believing that God had
called her to witness, by her life and death, to the truth,
she went to her death with pleasure, and died, as she
had lived, unmoved by threats or solicitations.

Early in the next year another Quaker, one William
Leddra, was brought to trial, after a long imprisonment
luring the winter months, in which cold and chains
idded greatly to his sufferings. He had returned
ifter previous banishment; when he heard the charge,
je demanded what evil he had done. e had abused
’he authority of the state, was the reply of the court,
-efused to take off his hat in court, and would say
‘thee'” and “thou.”” “Will you slay me because I
speak English,” rejoined Leddra, “and refuse to put
»ff my clothes?”—*Treason may be spoken in good
Inglish,”” was the reply. “Is it treason to say thee
ind thou to a single person?’  They asked him if he
vould return to England; he refused and appealed
1gainst their law to the king. It was refused with a
sneer, that Charles remembered against them ;—“This
vear,” said the court, “you appeal to England; the

far from giving that honour and reverence to magistrates
had given them; but, on the contrary, they showed con- | the pomp and vanity thereof ?
behaviour, and some of them at least sparved not to belch | silenceth all such otherwise seasonable ine
out railing and cursing speeches;
compared to that of Shimei, whom Solomon commanded

cause he violated the command.

Jor breach of confinement, mueh more; for return.f rom banish-

without his the owner’s consent; yea, and whom the |
owner doth expressly prohibit and forbid the same; and

vext, parliament will send to inquire; and the third
year the government of England will be changed.”
At this juncture the court was thrown into confusion
by the sudden appearance of another banished Quaker,
Wenlock Christison, who placed himself beside the
Prisoner. “Art thou not he who was banished on
pain of death?”’ he was asked, “Yea,”” replied
Christison, “What dost. thou here then?”—%To
warn you to shed no more innocent blood; that ye
have already shed cries aloud to the Lord against you.”
He wag¢ instantly committed to prison, Leddra,
having refused to leave the colony, received sentence
of death, and was executed within a few days of his
condemnation.

“ When Wenlock Christison was brought to trial,” says
Mr, Chandler, “ he addressed the court with undaunted
courage, *By what law will ye put me to death?"—* We
have y Jaw; and by that law you are to die/—* Who au-
thorized you to make that law ?’—¢ We have a patent
which gives us the power.’—* Have you authority to make
laws repugnant to the laws of England —* No."—* Then
you are gone beyond your bounds. If the king did but
know your hearts as God knows them, he would see they
bare as rotten towards him as they are towards God. . You
and I are subjeets of the king, and I demand to be tried
by the laws of my own nation. There is no law in Eng-
land to hang Qqakers. —* But there is a law of England
to hang Jesuits. —* If you put me to death, it is not be-
cause [ go under the name of Jesuit, but of a Quaker. I
appeal to my OWn nation.’—* You have broken our law,’
was the reply, ‘and we shall try you” The jury imme-
diately returned a verdict of guilty; but the magistrates
were divided !“ passing sentence. The governor was
irritated at their wavering; and on a second vote. there
appeared a majority for thg doom of death. ¢What do
you gain by it?’ said the prisoner; ¢do not think to weary
out the living God by taking away the lives of his ser-
vants. For the last man you have put to death, here are
five come in his room. . If ye have power to take my life,
God can raise up the same principles of life in ten of his
servants, and send them among you in my room, that
you may have torment on torment, which is your portion,
for there is no peace to the wicked, saith my God.’ ”—
American Trials, pp. 49, 50,

Whether the bold appeal of Christison frightened
the magistrates of the Colony, or they had some hint
that the king was on the point of interfering with
their illegal murders, or a sense of justice was beginning
to return to the mindsof the descendants of the fugitives
for conscience sake—the suns of the pilgrim fathers,
Christison was not executed. Sentence of death was
recorded against him indeed, in open court, but on his
; | promising to depart from the jurisdiction he was re-
leased from confinement.

' The cruelties exercised against the Quakers had at
last raised them to that height of popularity, from at-

warrant set forth, ¢affrighting people in the south church
at the time of the gublic dispensing of the Word on the
Lord’s day, whereby several women are in danger of
miscarrying.’ Margaret Brewéster, the leader of the
band, rs to have arrived in the town, from Bar-
badoes, on the Lord’s day, and, leaving her riding clothes
and shoes at the door of the south ¢church, she rushed
into the house with her female companions, creating an
alarm in the astonished assembly that baffles description.
She was clothed in sackcloth, with ashes upon her head,
and her hair streaming over her shoulders. ' Her feet
were bare, and her face was begrimed with coal dusti—
She announced herself as an illustration of the black pox,
which she predicted as an approaching judgment on the
people. Upon her examination' by the magistrates, she

spiritual food, the infant of the benefit of the prayers
of the whole assembly, ‘argueth a great neglect of the
solemn worship of God, and an insufferable wrong to
his Church. - The martyrs heretofore could not be
kept from the Church and public ministry of the Word
and Sacraments by fear of hail-shot or bullets : these
are kept from it by a few drops of rain.

2. Jesus was baptised. Who are they who slightly
esteem baptism ? If the immaculate Lamb were washed
in the font of baptism, how much more ought they to
desire to be cleansed therein, who are fuller of si)ots

than leopards? “If Christ,” saith St. Ambtose,

:aid_zhzg (r;l:x{i had thr;e geu;sdsi;:ce l;:id bt;ri; 'serv.ic:et;}:ot: * washed for us, nay rather washed us in his own body,
n barbadoes, na sne € 8 con | . »
c:;ll‘;):z and perforu'l l;t. She :nd h‘;r ‘l":mar;e companiuns‘\ s+ Quht Sty ikl oNp S oy

were sentenced to be stripped from the middle upwards, | m;;rz:nal - the laver of our baptism, and actual in the
and tied to a cart’s tail at the south meeting-house and I baptism of tears?

drawn through the town, receiving twenty laskes on their 3. Jesus vouchsafed to be baptised of John, a man
naked backs,”—dmerican Trials, pp. 55, 56. ; though of admirable gifts and eminent place in the
These offences of the Quakers have been often put | Church, yet in' comparison of out Saviour he was pot
forward as a defence of the cruelty of the Puritans | so much as a star of the sixth magnitude to the sun.
towards that sect, as an extenuation of that law by | Where are they who refuse the holy Sacraments frorm
which so many had, years before, suffered death.— ' the hands of any minister who is of infirior place, or
That these.excesses were the result of this cruelty, ’ of meaner gifts, at least in their account? Doth the
may reasonably be believed. - Until driven to madness | potion work the less, because ‘the physician that ad-
by persccution, the Quakers, however troublesome and | ministereth it is himself crazy?  Doth the plaster less
annoying to the civil authority, had not resorted to | heal, because it is applied by an apothecary that hath
these insane enormities, which would have been better | a sore hand?  Doth not the lees or soap scour white
cured by the madhouse than the prison. Neither did | which is received from the hand of a blacksa-moot F—-
those parties by whom  these punishments were in- | Is a piece of coin, be it #n angel, or ‘sovereign, or
flicted, deem these after-actions any such defence of | jacobus, of less value if it be tendered by a beggar ?—
their judicjal acts. Soon after the execution of the | They need to be better catechised, who know not that
two first who suffered, the court thought it advisable | the effect of the Sacrament dependeth upon the power
to make some public justification of their proceedings. | and promise of God, and right form of administering it
Several papers were prepared, two only adopted, and | according to Ilis Word, and not upon the dignity of
entered on their court records ; the one to prove how | the minister.
desirous they were to save the lives of the misguided | 4, Jesus was baptised in the opeti and comton
heretics, had they but consented to leave the colony; | river Jordan. Where are they who'disdait the common
the other justifying, on six grounds, the laws ensicted | Font? No Font will serve them but a Font of gold
against the sect. - This declaration, which was sent to | new made, or a silver bason with their arms on it. St.
all the towns, is too curious an illustration of the | Paul teacheth us that the way to heaven is a hard and
temper and doctrines -of the ' Puritan colonists to be | rugged, a stony and thorny way, through many afftic-
omitteds tions: these think to go to heaven treading all the
“ First it asserted, that the doctrines of the Quakers | way upon rich carpets or rose leaves. By their reason,
were destructive of the fundamental truths of religion Christ, the Son of God, and Prince of Heaven, should

and the sacred Trinity, the person of Christ, and the Hoiy 4 7
Scriptures as a perfect rule of faith and Tife; and the have refused the common river Jordat, and not have

commandment of God was plain that he who professes to | Teceived baptism in any river but such as Ganges, or
speak sin in the name of the Lord, and tarn people out of ) Pactolus, whose sands are said to be full of rich ore.

the way which the Lord hath commanded to walk in. | Do they think it is pleasan 8 i

such an one shall be put to death, according to Zachariah ' thiss m{\r h towarldsphc“' . ?to ey to Soep state i
xiii. 3, and Deuteronomy xiii. 6, and xvii. 2. Second; | .oy eaven f; to receive the Sacra-
it was commanded of ‘God, that Christians should obeéy : ment of Christian humility in pride?  to profess the
magistrates, and it was well known that the Quakers were I renouncing of the pomps and vanities of this world,

and, in the very profession thereof at the Font, to show
But the time exclu-
teript agaidst théfh fh their very ogtward gestares and | deth, and that whereof niine eyes are now withesses,
repations.
eeyand rejoice to see this infunt presented

not to leave Jerusalem, and whom he put to death be- { bydthe parents to God in the temple, and reverently
* And thereforé,” was the | 80 modestly brought, without displaying the ensigns
conclusion of this head, *if death may be justly inflicted | of gentility, to Holy Baptism: the public ministry is

not neglected, the commion Font is not despised. Such

which the Lord required of them, ard which good men |

Third: Their case was = For we all s

ment, which is these Quakers' case’ Fourth: there was

/ an asse : x
no man that was possessed of house or land, wherein he | ) assembly, so honourable, so religious, so full, we
had just title and property of his own, but would account

“ rafher pray for than hope for upon the like oceasion in
:)hns ;;i]ace. L.et the honour of it redound to God, the
encfit to the infant to be baptized, that the peers of
| this k‘"gd"_'"y and other persons of eminent quality,
if a person insist upon coming in, the owner might, se | have for a time absented themselyes from the King's
defendendo, slay him, and his blood would be upon his ' court, and now present themselves in the courts of the
own head. Had not the keepers and guardians of the | Lord's house to add a lamb t OB S Book. 'Shich
commonwealth as much power to take away the lives of | an illustrious constellation of so many stars. g ¥
such, as, contrary to their probibition, should invade or | 't st insaiitnde. & Y Atars, 200, home
intrude into their public possessions and territories? 1f, | & 1€ : ghitude, hath seldom appeared in this
then, in such violent and bold attempts, the Quakers had | horizon. What remaineth, but that we now proceed
s . v . P
Tost their lives, they might thank themselves as the blame- | with joy and comfort from the Pulpit to the Font, from

less cause and authors of their own death.  Fifth: who | 4p Word to the Sacramen :

could question, that a man that hath children and family, I 1 ke & Chiistian h t;rom fee.dmg our owa
both justly may and in duty ought to preserve them of | SOWS io. Jog 3 ' soul? Solinus reporteth
his chargé, as far as he'is able, from the dangerous com- | of a river in Beeotia tha:t it turneth the colour of the
pany of persons infected with the plague and. pestilence, | sheep that are washed in it, in such sort that if they

or other contagions, noisome, or mortal diseases; and if were before black or dun, th
‘ Y ey be
such person should offer to intrude into the man’s house, l » they become presently as

amongst his children and family, could any one doubt | “"hitc as mi!k. Th.at may be a fable, but this is Gospel,
but that the father might withstand such intrusion?— “ that such is the virtue of the consecrated waters of

'l‘}},?refore might not magistrfateg dc; th(? lti}:v:e':‘or lhtel;ll" baptism, wherein Christ's lambs are usually washed
ke infection Sixth: 1t was the ivi . <
izﬁz(:;f\';(&l'\ tﬁ‘e) (l),‘:)trdm.rl):::xsl r:’f;:x:'ist to his disciples': that throug‘l: dlv!:“;l E)enedlcuon upon, this holy ordinance,
when they were persecuted in one city they should flee that, though thiey were never b black or foul before,
to another, and accordingly it Was his own practice to do | yet, after thf‘y come out of this laver, they are most
ooy damai il apsio | o Ao o s hey g o
for by rfing they vere guiy of temping God. 16§58 W05 LML desies ndesbly st
therefore, what was done against Quakers was persecution, | i g 3 Y be spoken of thee, thou Well of
what spirit must they be thought to be actuated or led by, life ! Q! sacred Fout of God, O! royal bath of
phoim, b e st ot | Gy D1 ety D et S

P N n ¢ N .
gle(;gicutio‘:l‘,“\vz!\‘::tg't‘;i(é,l:;ie:s suppos:ed to be their case. | mﬁmfely ;xlc)eesltn%tl}:at wonderful pool - Jerusalgm
If their case were the same, their actions were not the | mentioned by Bt John.  For that healed but bodily
same, but quite eontrary, so that Christ and his saints | infirmities ; this - cureth spiritual mualadies,  That
were led by one spirit, and those people by another.”— healed him only that was first let down into it after
American Trials, pp, 59-61. the angel moved the water ; this healeth all those that

Even in those days of little tolevation, the sixth | are dipped into it, or sprinkled with it, after the minis-
plea of the Puritans must have astonished, if it did | ter, who is God’s angel, stirreth this water. That
not: excite a smile in, many a_one of their pwn con- | reccived a medicinal virtue for the body, as St. Jerome
gregations.  Still, however, they could comfort them- | conceiveth, from the blood of the sacrifices that were
selves with the idea that it was.a mistake to expect | washedinit; thisreceiveth a spiritual and divine virtue,
extraordinary toleration from those who had been |'for the cure of the soul, from the blood of the immact-
driven by intolerance from their own land. They | Jate lamb, Christ Jesus, For His blood cleanseth us
came, they would say, to Awerica, to enjoy their own | from all owr sins.  * In other waters,”” as Zeno noteth,
religion, not that of others; to erect'a government of | “living creatures are cast in alive, and after they are
saints, holding peculiar opinions political and religious, | held 4 good While under the water, or sink down of
not to open a refuge for the persecuted for conscience’ | themselves, are taken out déad @ but contrariwise in
sake, among all sects and varieties of opinions. How- | the sacred Font children are dipped in dead, to wit,
ever, when tormented and not tormentors, they might | ju trespasses and sins, but are taken out alive,” alive
boast of being before the age in which their lot was | to God, enlivered by his Spirit, quickened by this
cast, and speak about liberty of conscience and the | grace. This life of grace God grant to the infant now
right of every subject to worship God after his own | to be matriculated into the University of All Saints,
fancies; they found, when their situation was reversed, | and continué it in us all, that Christ may live in us
that they were not exempt either from the errors or | here by grace, and we for evermore live with him here-
mistakes of the age in which they had been nurtured, | after in glory !
and that they were equally ansious with their oppo-
nents to control men’s opinions and to force them to
unite in the belief which they entertained, and equally
ready to endeayvour to secure such a result by the iq-
fliction of pain and death. They soon found that their ;
own case was re-exemplified in that of those whom There is one great consolation which the writer has

it unreasonably injurious that another, who hud no au-
thority therein, should intrude and enter into his house,

THE CHARGE OF POPERY. ' :
(From “ The Distinctive Errors of Romanism,” by the Rev. W.
Jo E. Bennett, M. A.)

taining to which these punishments were intended to

revent them. Crowds gathered round the prisons,
and attended the sufferersto their execution. Thetown
itself was deserted on those days when the people
hastened to witness the death of any of the Quakers.

the colonists. He hastened to interfere; granting a
mandamus to every governor in New England, requir-
ing them to proceed no further as to corporeal punish.
ment against the Quakers, but to remit them, with
their respective crimes set forth at length, to England.
One of the Quakers, who had been banished on pain
of death, hastened to the colony with the mandamus
coming into the presence of the governor, he presen-
ted the letters. He was commanded to take off his hat;
on his refusal it was removed by force, but instantly
replaced when the governor had perused the letters.
A counsultation took place with his deputy, when the
messenger was informed that the king’s commands
would be obeyed. At the next general court, the laws
against the sect were repealed. Soon after, a partial
revival took place against “vagabond Quakers;"” they
were subject to be seized by any person, carried be-
fore the next magistrate, and then stripped to the mid-
dle, tied to a cart, and whipped from the town of their
capture to the limit of the colony, so that no more

H

1

Charles, too, had been made aware of the conduct of

they persecuted : the more they punished, the more | received in the progress of his work ¢ that of finding
the plant grew and flourished ; for one head they eut | how universally it has happened, that the adoption of
off, ten others sprung up in its place. It may nat be | true Catholic principles, has involved the stigma of
justifiable to judge of the acts of the colonists of New | Popery. Our Church seems never to have been en-
England according to those principles which have | tirely free on the one hand from the attack of Romanist
sprung up and been matured since their day ; doubtless | Dissenters for abolishing fo0 many of the Romish prac-
this would be unjust; but judging them according to | tices and doctrines: and on the other hand, from the
the feelings and principles of their own age, we cannot | Pyritan Dissenters, for abolishing oo few. * It hath
but feel disgusted at the actions of these men, them- | been the wisdom of the Church of England,” #s she
selves fugitives for conscience’ sake, or the descendants | says in her preface to the Common Prayer, “to keep
of those who had left their own country to enjoy their | the mean between the two extremes;’’ but in keeping
own form of religion ;—a disgust that would be greatly | this mean, so as to avoid the evils of either, she has
modified when judging of a people to whom intolerance | incurred ‘the enmity of both. What wonder then, if
was at least a consistent error. this has been the case with the Church, that it should
also be the case with every faithful follower of the
Church.  Might not the writer claim but in all humil-
ity, that this stigma is a proof that with the Church
he stands or falls § that with her, standing in the mean
between two extremes, he is as equally distant from
the abominations of Rome, as he is from the inconsis-
tencies of Dissent. This is the writer's desire, his

PUBLIC BAPTISM.

(From “ A Sermon preached at a Christening in Lambeth
Church, the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, and the
Lord Duke of Buckingham being God-futhers, October 29,
Anno Dom. 1619,” by Daniel Featley, D.D.)

17 Christ travelled over a great part of Palestine ;
to Jordan to receive John's baptism. . Where are they | hope, his wish, his constant and anxious prayer.
who will not stir out of doors to receive Christ's bap= Now behold w.hat great names there are on record
tism? Jesus came himsclf to Jordan; they will have | testifying to this remarkable trath. Arcumisaor
Jordan by a secret pipe conveyed into their private PoTTER says:
houses. ~Mistake me not, 1 beseech you, beloved |~ “T must not forget under this head, that T am

court, *“that in those places where these people aforesaid,
in this colony, are most of all suffered to declare themselves
freely, and are only opposed by arguments in discoursé,
there they lenpt of all desire to come, and we are informed,
that they begin to loathe this place, for that they are not
opposed by the civil authority, but with all patience
and meekness are suffered to say over their pretended
revelations and admonitions, nor are they like or able to
gain many here to their way; and surely we find they
delight to be persecuted by civil powers, and when they
are so, they are like to gain more adherents by the con-
seyte of their patient sufferings, than by cousent to their
pernicious sayings.”—American Trials, p. 38 in Bosto:

for indecency.

“In July, 1695, four women and one man were arrested | Slight occasions and frivolous pretences, to deprive
n, for creating a horrible disturbance, and, as the

than three towns were to be whipped through, or more | brethren; 1 go not about to straiten the bowels of our | again charged not only with favouring Popery, but
than a certain number of stripes inflicted. This law, | mother, the Church, which in great charity and com- | with being a Papist in disguise, with *acknowledg-
abused by the irresponsible persons in whom the exe- passion sendeth the water of life in baptism to: infirm ing the Protestant principles for decency's sake; but
cution was vested, increased the fanaticism of the | infants, and the bread of life in the other Sacrament | stedfastly adhering to the Popish'; and all this it
party on whom its cruelties were inflicted. Numbers | to sick persons; who are not able to fetch them.
of women were scourged with the most unheard-of | when the child is strong, the minister provided, the | ters of the primitive times, and of the next ages after
cruelties, cruelties difficult of credit. The Quakers | congregation assembled, if perchance there fall a drop | the apostles. But Iam not in the least apprehen-
seemed driven to madness; fanaticism was the excuse | of rain to wet their new-set ruff, or there lie any dirt | sive of my being suspectedas a favourer of Popery by

But | seems for having refexjted' you to the practice and wri-

in the street to foul their shoes, upan such or the like | any man who kuows the true meaning of Popery.'.
Nor did even the great Bisnor [Jerenmy] Tavron
escape the same mysterious accusation :

God of his public worship, the congregation of the
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