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arrivcd at Kingston, the scnt of govcrnmcnt. This so-called
city liad about i Kooo inhabitants, and containcd fcev build-
ings of any size. But it hiad an active business, chicfly in
transhipmcnt of cargocs fronm and for Lake Ontario. It was
also the rnilitary hcad-quartcrs for Canada West, and lield a
garrison second onily to tlîat of Quebec. Fortifications wvcre
in progress:

At Kingston the travellcr wcstward ernbarked on a steam-
boat of stronger build than those whicli had convcycd hlmn
up the river, bccausc coînpclked to buffet tlic oftcn stormy
waters of Lake Ontario. Skirting thc Canadian shore. and
calling at several ports lie reachicd Toronto in about fiftecn
ixours. Tliiq towni was the old capital of Upper Canada, nowv
the caitatl or Ontario. At thc tinie we spcak, of it hiad only
-%bout 22.ooo inaiat.The biarbour could ncvcr be an
itîferior one. but thcrc wvere only a fcw shahby woodcn
w~harves. The town hiad but one important strect-King
strect, across whicli ran roads at riglît angles, irrcgularly built,
Toronto. llowvcr, ha.d a inanifcst destiny to incrcase, liaving
the support of a richi agricultural region, as welI as an excel-
lent 1)osit ionl for cornnîand ing t le traffic of the west. It also-
posscssed educational institutions superior to those of any
other Cainadian totvn , althoughl the principal institutions
wcrc under a close ccclesiastical influence ; and the great
enmancipation of public instruction fromi such control had
not then becti achicvcd.

Wecstward of Toronto, stretched a sparsely scttled region,
witli miany, siiall towns or anîbitious villages. Hamilton
was a place of wide ro.ids and spaces, and a population of
9,000. Dundas. St. Catlîcrine's, Gaît, Guelph, Brantford,.
Woodstock, L.ondon, and Chatham, were small towns, con-
ncctc(l1 by ronds unblessed of Macadami ; dreary tracks of
nîud, patchced withi wliat %vas called " corduroy," or logs laid
across its worst places; roads over which even the Royal
Mail could not mlake bcttcr specd than five miles an hour..


