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* t.d a4 s.rincipil hand, nati lru

of rads mdurij~ o. f whicu the Lord
et~oqhn ofrvc.d, 'Tuat every lino"

wis Weith à fuabài.' Ltord Chancellor

Soutena projeal.d the ail of union betwist
England and . Scotland, and'a blli tu car.

roed (orne prpce4dinge 'bath in commoni
laýw and equity,. uli4e wus, dilauorl' aii

1,IFi 0F TUHE CETZBRATED j0e-N NA&IER.

lYrjin 4, Ibe EgirIcf.B<rba:

IHAVE undertake'n to write the lire of
John N4àpier, ai Mlerchifion, a in

£&m ous ail the 'vofld over, for'liis greât
ind fortu ate d lfcovery o( logarittinis ikx

!ergonomcery,by which the calé and txpc.'
dition in clIcula:lon, h 've (o wonderfuiiy
iinflcd thecfcjencé of afonompy, and Cho
arets of prýaIica! Scomcrry and navigaî ion,

'E levaîld above the Lag in which hie
ilved; 'and q benefaftor ta -the 'vorld in
sefteral, bc delerves the epithet*ofvGrtar.
.ýN apiilive7d in a country of proud ba-

rons, where barbarous hofpitaiey, hunt-
ling, :he'nuilitary art, and religlious contra-
lFrfy, eccupied the tirai and attention of

Ihia cotermporaries, and wlide lit had no
J.iîmd '(ociety ta afft hlm in his refearch-

,This esçtraprdinary perfon was born at
*Merchiflon, in the neighbourbogd of E_
*danburgh,;i thedx ycar z550..

kWw 'vasI the -fon of Sir Archibald Napieç,.
ofMerchilton,'imafter of Cho mintin acoî-

land, and cf Janet Bothwell, datigher of
ZI.Fris ? Bothwell, one of the (cacrs

qf cte GoIkIeç of juflicc.
That. hls family vras of ancient edia-

Ib1ithrneni in ihe counties of Duabarton
and stirling, appcàrs [rom the public re--
cords, ana from -the privato archives of,

NJIi'ebapier, from whom h. fprung
t1 he iîth generation, véas one a f thole,

.oriors o aiind~ who fwore allegi-_
ace f6 Edwvard the Firft,' of E nglanid, ii,

i2ycr9a6,': Williamn, fiom_ w.bom hu,
~ ~oat.din thc hntnh generation, wad go.

~'.nrf tchca:ftl of Edinburgh, in the'
ycar ,r4oz, whoIe (on :Alexandcr was the

Iriba .ro i rlaird of Me rci Aua, qnd.was,

Whi 'o.l' ' -0, as victe-admitrai af -Scetlarid and
or oFîe commýrifl'oncrs (romn king James,

1 a c curt of jLondoa,. in.the years

Frô'M--xbofamily cf Loapox. carl of
LenûoLt, WNîeivd a ,c>.hiirUhp,,by thi,
rnarriae' f Êlizabeth Mcîteh âfRuQ&,ý:,
IL Q.is grcat.-rnMcbc'sfaihir, SirP~P

:1;pecrj of MÇ.rchilon - but on hi% anceC.
tara hie refliaed more honour and celebi i-

tthân hie reccivci, and his name wiil pro.
bably bc famous, when the lincagecf'
Piantagenct will'be rcmeïmbered oniy by
gecAclogitls, and wben petlericy may know
more of his, than we now knov of the
families of Plato, Ariflotie, Arcluiiuiidts,
or Euclid.
. k is ft, that ment fhould be taught tô-

jum at higher and more ptrmantnt giory
Shan wcalch, office, ticis, or parade cat
afford iand 1 like the taik, cf makting
fuçh great mcn r look littie, by comparing
thecm with men who rcfcmble the fubjed&
çf My prefen t enquiry.

trom Napier'& own authority, we learn.
Shat lit was educateçi ai St. Andrews.
wherc,writes, ie', ' in my tender ytars ancd.
birut .ýge, i fchools, having on the one
pgrt contraCted a 1loving famniliartie wiîiî a
certain gentleman a papifi, and ont the o-
Cher pýrt bting; atteacive tg tilt fermons of

cthat worthy mani of Cod, maitter Ctirilo-
phcr Goodmnan, teachiutg upon the Apo-
calypi, 1 waa moyed in àdMiiracaon againft
the blindnefs of papifis tbai-c ould nat
moi c'videnilie (ce tiie7s leven.hiiled cic

QI RoIM. painaîed out thcre- C l ivtly by
tainî jolih ç, a 's the moçher'cf ail fpiritual
whored'oule :'Chat neC cnly burfted 1 otite
in continuall reafonling againfi my laid fa-
imIliar, but alto <ram thencetorth 1 detcr-
rnipcd'with niyfeif by the affiflance of
Gd'ds fi;,rit ta cmpioy my <iudfaati dii-

gençe id (catch oucthex, rémnantimyicrics
o f that holy booke (as ta thià; heuare praifed
Iài the Lord 1 halve bin. doing ac ail fuch
tianes aà convcîaicntly 1 mighr have occa.
lion),' &c.
*The Si -meof N apicr's matriculatcian dots

tiet appeir from the regifter cf the uni..
ver;lcy. cf St. Andrews 't'- the bocks af-
ceni4'o ligher Shan te beginning of the
laftcenctury-i but as the aid whore cf Ba.'
bylogi allLrned, in the eyes of te pcopleovf..

~Scpcinliehr deepeâ t ingi, of. fcarlet -a.,
,jyear-ais66, and., at chattcime car-,.

. '~s to tch, IlWeary banaof JühIN-


