] gp.,__b’;jl,.{dg abalithing the_herctable jurif-
itions in Scotland. Lord Keeper Guil.

 ford had ;l__'gri_gcipnl.ha'nd' ‘in the Ratuty .

. of frauds and -jurics ;. of whichi the Lord
. N?tqn‘ham -obferved, ¢ That- every line
wa3 Wrd% 2 {ubfidy.' Lord Chancellor
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© Life:¢f the celebrated FJobn Napier, -

Somers proje@ed the a&t of union betwixd
England and Scotland, and’ a bill to cor,
rect fome proccedings bath in common
law and equity,-that wers dilatory and
ghargeable, ! -

"LIFE OF THE CELERRATED JOHN NAPIER,

W»"it_n}x by the Egrl of Buchas.

HAVE undertaken to write the life of

John Napier, of Merchifion, a man
famous all the world over, for his greus

and fortunate difcovery of logarithms in
trigonometry,by which the eafe and cxpe-
dition in calculation, have fo wonderfully
affilted the fcience of altionomy, and the
arts of pra@ica! gcometry and navigation,

) ,Eles(at?d above the age in which he

- Jived; and 3 benefaltor to the world in
general, be deferves the epithet of Grear.

- . Napisrlived in a country of proud ba-
rons, where barbarous hofpitality, hunt.
ing, the military art, and religious contro-
verfy, occupied the time and attention of
his cotemporaries, and wlhere he had no
leamed 'fociety to affift himin his refearch-
és. - ‘

. This extraprdinary perfon was born at
.* Merchifton, in the neighbourheod of E-
o qjhbg'rgh'. in the year 1550, ’

..~ He was the fon of Sir Archibald Napier,
- .of Merchifton, mafter of the mint in Scot-

‘land, and of Janet Bothwell, daughter of

“ Mr. Francis Bothwell, one of the fenatars
. ‘of the coliege of juflice:

Napier, of Merchifton : but on his ancef.

tora he refleted more honour and celebii-

ty thin hereccived, and his name will pro-

bably be famous, when the lincage .of’
Plantagenet will be remembered anly by

genealogifts, and whea pofterity may know

more of his, than we now know of tha

families of Plato, Ariflotle, Archimides,

or Euclid.

Itis fir, that men (hould be taught ¢o”
pim at higher and more permanent glory
thap wealth, office, titles, or parade can
afford ; and 1 like the tafk, of making
{ugh great men look little, by comparing
them with men who refemble the fubjeét
of my prefenct enquiry.

rom Napicr's own authority we learn,
that he was cducated at St. Andrews,
where, writes, he, ¢ in my tender ytars and.
bairn.age, at fchools, having on the one’

. part contrafted a Joving familiartie with a

That. his family was of ancient efta. .

. "dlifhrnent in the counties of Dunbarton

and stirling, appears from the public re--

«. eords, and from the private archives of.
. Bis houfe.

. . Johnde Napier, from whom he fprung
3R the 12th generation, , was one of thofe,
- proprictors of lands, who fwore allegi-
. ‘ance to Edward the Firlt, of England, in.

_the year 1206y William, from whom he. .

yunted in the ninth generation, was go.
mmor of the caftle of Edinburgh, in the
.- .yeat 1401, whofe fon Alexander was the
-/ -firft baron or laizd of Merchifion, and.was.

“; who wag . vice.admiral of -Scotland and
. ‘one of the commiffioners from King James

5 1464.

3461 ,and 146 o S
- From_the, .€amily .of Lenpox, earl of

" to his greaz-grandfathey’y: father, Sir.Jo
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AT

"1 3L, at the court of London,. in the years.

LA 24 g ot Vgt C e ] . !
" Lepnox, e derived ‘a co-heirtip by the| +Scotlan
"> marriage of Elizabeth Méntieth, of Rufky lggfg;@cy

'

“"the fathér of another of. the fame name,.

)
#

certain gentleman a papift, and on theo-
ther part bzing attentive to the (ermons of
that worthy man of God, maifter Chrito.’
pher Goodman, teaching upon the Apo-
calyps, 1 was moved in admiration againft
the blindnefs of papifts that could not -
moft evidentlie fee theis feven hilled city
of Rome painted out there- fo lively by
faint Johp, as the mother of all fpiritual
whoredome ¢ that not only burfted I oute

in continuall reafoning againft my faid fa-
miliar, but alfo from thenceforth | deter-
mined' with myfelf by the affiftance of
God’s fpirit to employ my ftudy and dili-
gence to fearch ouc the, remnant‘myferies

_of that holy booke (as to this houre praifed
“be the Lord { have bin doing at all fuch .

times as.conveniently 1 might have occa-
fion)," &c. - ' ‘
_ The time of Napier's matriculationdoes .
not appear from the regifter of the uni..
verfity of St. Andrew's’"as the books af- :

. cend'no higher than the beginning of the

la®t,century ; but as the old whore of Ba-

. bylon affumed, in the eyes of the peopleof -

Scotland,: her deepelt tings. of fearlet-a-
uEShe year-1566, and. at that time cor-
pomds 1o the literary bairnage, of Juhn:;

B ' -7 Napiety



