FRUIT-GROWING IN ANNAPOLIS VALLEY.

Haliburton—¢ Sam Slick,’—as Presi-
dent, and Mr. D. H. Starr, as Secretary.
This society had avery small beginning,
but its avowed aim was to stir up the
farming population to a sense of the
importance of the fruit industry, and
to show that it could be carried on to
a much greater degree. That Associa-
tion has continued ever since, and
during the whole period of its history
there has been a steady and marked
increase in the production of fruit in
the valley, as a few statistics which I
shall give amply demonstrate. It must
be understood that in most cases the
figures that are given are only ap-
proximate, but they may be relied
upon as being very nearly accurate,
and have been verified by the highest
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to increase after the formation of the
Fruit-Growers’ Association, the neces-
sity for a market, permanent and
unlimited in its scope, was felt. In
1871 the first effort was made to place
Nova Scotia apples in the English
market. Of course many difficulties
had tc be overcome. Nova Scotia
apples were unknown, and the English
people could not discriminate between
them and Canadian or even American
apples. The farmers were not accus-
tomed to packing them in a form that
entirely suited the English market.
All these things had to be met, and
have been met and to a very great
extent overcome, until now there is a
large and increasing export. To show
the development of this English trade,
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fruit authorities in the Province. The
probable acreage in fruit culture in
the whole va,lley in 1860 was about

2,500 acres. Most of these orchards,
however, were old and not propexlv
cared for and were producing in a
very limited way and only a few var-
ieties and an inferior quality of fruit.
The total acreage at present is estimat-
ed at 12,800 acres, with at least 8,000
acres coveled with young trees which
have not yet begun to bear. The pro-
duct in barrels in 1860, as nearly as
can be estimated, would not exceed
30,000. The product for the year
15893 will be at least 300,000 barvels,
and is necessarily increasing at a rapid
rate each year. Asthe product began

I may state that the estimated export
to Great Britain in 1873 was less than
10,000 barrels; the export last year
was over 130,000 barrels. It is esti-
mated that the total export to Great
Britain from 1871 to the present year
would not be less than 1,400,000 bar-
rels, Formerly the export to the
United States was very large. Lat-
terly, however, the competition of
American fruit was so keen in the
United States that the Nova Scotia
producers had scarcely a fair chance,
except in certain special lines. Besides,
under the McKinley Bill, a heavy duty
on apples was 1n1posed which still
further interfered with the trade. For
the past twenty years, however, it is



