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THE WEEK.

WE may expect any day a declaratiou of war
between France and China. The intervention
of the Powers in favor of peace, seems not to be
acceptable to either party.

»*
»

Tre German papers are once more adveeating
a hostile policy toward France. This is the
more to be regretted that the better class of
Parisian papers have moderated their tene of
late. The visit of the German Crown Privee to
Spain at this particnlar juncture, looks like an
aggravation and must necessarily embitter the
mutual feeling still more.

»
. -

ThE Nationalist cause is still making rapid
strides in Ireland. The Limerick election

created little interest and gave rise to no ex- |
. bad to be represented at the London Fisheries

citement, as it was a foregone conclusion that
the DParnellite candidate would be elected.
Meantime the Orange party are very active, and
it is a question whether there will not be a col-
lision in some of the Northern Counties.

.
‘.

TaE election of Levis is a heavy blow for the
Provincial Government. It is more than a
Liberal gain, because the msjority was largely
recruited from discontent-d Conservatives. The
people of this Province are at length awakening
to the fact that something must be done toward
getting out of the slough of despond. Speechify-
ing and posing are not the proper means of re-
cuperation. We require a strict business policy.

¥
. >

Tae Government gumarantee to the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company is still exercising the
patience of certain New York journals written in
the interest of a band of stock-jobbars. The
answer i3 peremptory. FEithar the railway must
be continued or it must be given up. It is clear
that it must be continued as it is a necessity for
the country. It is therefore equally clear that
the Government ought to step in in its favor,
especially as there is absolutely no movetary
risk in the matter.

-
- »

THE most important political news from Eng.
land received for a long time, is the contem-
plated repprockment between the Whigs and
the Conservatives, as a bulwark against Radical.
ism. Argyll has filled Castle Inverary with a
representative company of Scottish nebility and
English Whigs whom he invited to meet Lord
and Lady Salisbury. The Duke is said to have
in contemplation plans for the actual going over
to the side of Conservatives, and this 1eally
seems to be ahout the only course he will have
left to himself should the Radicals carry forward
a]l their schemes.

"
L2 2

EccLestasTICAL news from Rome is rather of
an interesting character. It is announced that
the American Dishops there assembled have
succeeded in pursuading the Vatican to consent
to the appointment of a Papal Nuncie to the
United States. The same journal also an-
nounces that the conference is favorable to con-

sidering tho projuet of having an American
Cardinal resident in Rome and even of attempt.
tempting to induce the United States Govern-
ment to appoint an accredited representative
from the United States to the Vatican with
functions similar to these with which the British
Government has in vested Mr. Frrington.

*

*» 8

Ix order that our friends may keep a record of

lars. This standard time conforms to that of
the 75th meridian and is known as the ¢* Eastern
time.”
Greenwich time, and five minutes forty seconds
slower than the time of the meridian of McGill
College observatory. The change of local time
in the principal cities of Canada to conform

as follows 1 —

A traveller leaving Montreal hereafter will
find his watch coresponding with the loeal

Maritime Provinces his wateh will be exactly

it will be exactly one hour slow in the central
division.

L. Z. JONCAS ESQ.,

ONE OF THE CANADIAN COMMISSIONERS
LONDON FISHERIES EXHIBITION,

Mr, Joncas was born at Grand River, one of
the principal parishes of the county of Guaspé,

tions of the Gaspé coast.  His family has been
for many years in the fishing industry. He
received his early education at the village school
and afterwards went throngh his classival studies
at the Uollege of Ste. Therese.  Several years
after his return to his native place he went iuto
{ the fishing business, as merchant and fishery

f while.  He was altetwards appeinted Sheritf of
Gaspé. In1875-76 he was private Secretary to
] Hon. P. Fortin, who was the Speaker of the

Legislative Assemnbly of Quebee. When Canada

Exbibitien, the name of Mr. Joncas suggested
itself maturally to those who knew lim as a
person who is theoretically and practivally quite
competent to discharge the important duties of
joint Commissioner at the great show, His
principal part being what concerns the Mari.
time fisheries, their organization, the trade they
give rise to, ete., Mr. Joneas has fully justi-
ied the expectations of his friends. He is still
in the prime of life.  Mr. Joncas is an honor to
his Province aud to the persons who have up-
held hini.

The London Canadiun fFfazctfe of the 5th of
July last, has the tollowing article :—

“ At a confersnce held on Monday, the 2nd
of July, at the Fisheries Fxhibition, under the
presideney of the Hon, AW, McLelan, Minister
of Marine and Fisheries of Cunada, a remark.
ably comprehensive and interesting puper upon
the various tisheries ¢f British North America
was then read by Mr. L. Z. Jonecas, one of the
Canadian Commissioners at the Exhibition.

4 The sulject is a large one, but Mr, Joncas'
practical knowledge of it znabled him to do jus-
tice to all its branehes, and he concentrated in
his paper much information of great value upon
all sections of the trade.”

This lecture has een published by authority,
at London, and circulated exteusively. Desides,
Mr. Joncas has addressed to the newspaper,
Lz Canadien, of Quebee, during the last three
months several correspondences (nine in num.
ber), on subjects connected with the Canadian
and foreign fisheries.

THE MISSING LINK.

Tt was not over-clean down in the forecastle.
The walls of the ship were grimy and black, and
the row of bunks only slightly resembled the
neat little cots with snowy spreads on shore.

The swinging oil-lamp could not eompare
with gas, but in the circle of its dim radiance
were seated perhaps as happy a set of men as
any who gathered round the cheery open grates
or air-tight stoves on the mainland,

Ouar watch had just heen 1elieved, and con-
trasted with the raw, foggy night-air outside,
the snug, tight “fokesel” scemed a paradise of
comfort. Nils Jansen, the Swede, am{ Cal Rem.
mick had turned in for a few winks of sleep, but
five of us had gathered round the lamyp, engaged
in various occupations and disposed in different
attitudes.

George Brass, our Cornishman, was deing
some clumsy tailoring to one of his spare flannel
shirts, Evan Fvans, a stout and jolly little
Welsham, was crooning away to himself snat.
ches of song in the solt vowels of his native
tongue, while he dove deeper and decper inte
his sea-chest to unearth that last letter from

the Standard Time, we append a few particu- |

It is exactly five hours slower than '

with the Standard time of the 75th meridian is

Quebece puts the elock back about 15 min,
3 al " ot * 6 min,
U(OmYﬂl I RS i 3 min
awa formand 3 min.
ingston ¢ min, ¢
T .. “ “ o« i min,
Poroma 20 01 5 It mi
Hamilton 10 min.
London " oo A min,

time of all these Canadian cities, and of the:
cities of the Eastern States; when he enters the!

one heur fast, and when he journeys westward !

AT THE

and one of the most important cod fishery sta’

outfitter, in which business he coutinued for |

his sweethoart, whose ocontents ho had quite

committed to memory after repeated read-
ings. . .

! ﬁ’ierro Lafarge, not the light mercurial
Frenchman indicated by his name, but a
heavily-built, broad-shouldered Canadian, sal-
low skin, and with high cheekbones, sat leaning
his head on his broad palms and gazing fixedly

“into the darkest corner of the little room. It

! was a favorite trick of Plerre’s, and had earned

“him the distinctive cognomen of *¢ the drea-

mer.”

As for me 1 half lay, half sat in my bunk,
thinking of home far away and the little woman
busy in the Cape Cod school-house, and waiting
- for her sailor boy. :

Egbert Brandt completed our little circle. Eg-
bert was a son of the sea, par excellence. Horn
in Holland, He had drifted around the globe
from port to port, until now, theugh not over
five-and-thirty, there was hardly a continent or
island on whose shores he had wvot set foot and
with whose langnmes and dialeets he was not,
* as you wight say, *‘on speaking terms.” He was
" a quiet man, but could spin a good yarn when

the mood seized him, and it was a favorite pas.
time of my own to draw him out.

i To night he was in an unusually pleasant

mood, aud it took little persuasion to induce

him to commence his narrative.

When 1 was about twenty-three, (he said} 1
was on an EBast Indiaman coasting along the
shores of Java. You can talk of the neatness
" of our Dutch honsewives, but T tell you, mates,
Capt. Vou Vet would have made their rosy
checks turn green with envy.  All hands were
i busy from morning to evening as we sailed
" alongshore; the decks were as white as eudless
| holystoning could make them ; the brass-work
! was polished till it shone like gold ; aud the
Eriggiug was kept so taut aud trim aml clean
* that not a war vessel afloat could excel us,  An
i Fast lndiaman is generally as clean aud pretty
+a eraft as floats; but when you come to a Duteh
East indiaman, yen will realize that it is .
g possible for me to exoaggerate t,he.cmj».z spent on
" her good locks. Cleanhiness and discipline were
i the two great hobbies of our captain ; and had
. he bheen in the navy, he wonld have been rated
the strictest of martinets,

However, the ofd captain had a kind heart
" beneath all his stulfness, and not one of his men
; conkd complain of ill-usage or overwark.

We made the usnal stoppiag-places along the
coast, and gradually drifted along to the east,
until we reached n place where the range of
chalky hills approached the coast line clusely,
and the patehes of snowy soil glistening in the
tropical sun stood out clear and bright agnaiust
the rich green vegetation of the lowlands, The
streams Howing down the slopes of these hills
were heavily impregnated with mineral sub.
stauces, which mude thewn disagreeable to the
taste and not over and alove healthy in their
etfveta.

Accordingly we kept on still farther to the
eastward, in order to replenish ourstock of fresh
wiater bLefora we should set out on our long
homeward voyage. The weather was aniformly
pleasant, uutil one day the breeze began to
freshen, and kept on growing strouger and

cane, We vaitnly tried to keep on our howe. '
ward course, but at last it became impos-ible to
do so, and every sail was furled and the ship
put sbout,

Night had come on early, and it jwas pitchy
dark, save when now and then a stray flash of
lightuing lit up the gloom for an instant wnd
then left it blacker than before. The preat
waves drove along, their white crests of foam
seeming to rase the heavy storm.clouds over.
head.  Tu spite of the ttwmost skill und streuygth
of the helmaman, they would sometimes break
over us and sweep our decks from stem to steru.
One of the boats was stove in, and the other
seemed preserved ouly by a miraelel Tt was !
impossible to sta)
fuot of the rigging or the ship i .

Suddenly a biisding tlash, and o ratiling,
jarring roar was heard. The whole ship was '
Hlooded with light for a second, and then the .
Inizzen-mast caome crashing down, splintered |
and shivered from top to bottom. This was
bad euough, but the bolt had done still more |
serious damage.  When the helmsmanu iad
recovered from  the stunning  effects of the
shack, he found the compass nacless, the needle |
having disappearsd, aod nothing but a scor. |
ched and blackened card was left confronting
him.

The wreck was cut away, and we drove on
before the tempest, which now seemed to have
reached its height, but showed no sigus of abat-
ing. Tt was a terrible experience. We were
driving in the storm with no knowledge of oar
situation or direction.  The wind, lulling for a
moment, seemed then to blow at once from all
points of the compass, shrieking and screaming
tike ten thousaud furies let loose. ‘The gray
dawn came lato and revealed 1o improvement
in our situstivn, It was impossible to see double
the length of the vesselin any direction, for the
waves towered high above us and the ship
seemed to be in the center of a vast chaos,

‘ntirely at the mercy of the wind and waves,
we were hurried on, dreading that each mo.
ment we might strike a hid&’«:n rock, or find
ourselves driving on a lee shore. The ouly task
of the man at the wheel was to dodge the moun.
taing of water that were threatening overy
moment to crush in the stern, or roll upon
and overwhelm us with 1heir tons of liquid de-
struction.

How long we progressed in this fashion 1

mors boisterous until it blew a perfect hurri.

y ou deck unless fashed 1o the | Vo
| without making any fresh discovery. For severad
days the placer beenine an objeet of universal

cannot tell you. 1t wasa ti:ue when minutes
scemed weeks, and days centuries,

It was my first experience with a eyclone, and
{ found it a decidedly unpleas:nt arquaintance.
What the sailor prays for at such a time is
plenty of sea room ; and when we found our
craft at Inst driving straight for shore, all
hands gave up their hopes forsafety, and lovkad
for nothing else than death. A bold rocky
haadland jutting out into the sea, and toward
which we were whirling in the boiling waves
with the speed of a race-horso, looed up dead
ahead. Wo tricd to let ont a sail, but it flus
away in ribbons before it couid give us any
lwlp.

The helm was jummed hard-a-port and three
men held tho wheel, while the great waves beat
against the side of the ship and threstened to
crush it in,

Providentiallygswe ran by the point, yo near
that one could alinost touch the frowning face
of the cliff, and as we passed beyond, fouud
that it way possible to swing around into com.
paratively smooth water.  Here we cast anchor,
and sheltered from the extreme fury of the blast,
rode out the remainder of the storm in safuty.

Then we set about finding out vur poxttion
and repairing damages.  We could uot tell how
wany days the storn had Jasted, but knew that
we must bave been blown mauy leagues away
from our starting-point. It was with great sur.
prise, however, that the ecaptain lound, as a
result of his observations, that we were laying
off the coast of Pupun or New Guinea. The buy
which sheltered us was perhaps some thiny
mifes across in its widest part. The headland,
where we had so narrowly eseaped shipwreeck,
projected out a long distance, reaching towurd
& spit of sand ou the other side of the harbor
and narrowing then entrance to a wiith ot about
two miles.

All aronud the shore was a thick tropiceal
forest, ranging to the very verge of the sea, ex-
cept upon the headland I havespoken of, which
stood out a naked mass of rock. Two or three
streams and one small river emptied uto this
basin, but the former were almost coveraled by
the dense jungie growth along theis sides. Al
prestinably, had their somree 10 a rauge of high
hills or mountatns, whose summits were closely
outlined alouy tie horizon.

It waus necessary for us to lie off this shore for
some time, while the necessary repairs were
betng made on the ship. Out of vur tew spare
spars a fjury mast’’ was being rigoed to rephace
the mizzen-wast, the injured boat was having
new planks sot, und the wounds received by the
good ship in her buttle with the eocments wern
generally looked after and, figurarvely speak-
g, “hound up.””  While all this was goiny on
we had seca no signs of lite on shore. Not a
single native bad puat in an appearsuce, aod the
acene .\:ccmml. except for our party, « vxrgm
world untrodd-u by the foot of man. Fach day

A panty from the ship went ashorr, returning

laden with frest water and fruits,  Fyvery nook
in the tuy was thoroughly examined, and the
shores explored from headland to saud sapt, The
rouky point was evidently of veleiuwie ongin,
and nmmerous tisires and openings marked its
roughencd walls. 1t had hutle interest for most
of our company, but o me it possessed somu
strange fascinatton. 1 clambered over it day
atter day, whenever I conld get hberty wsbore,
until at last | muwde a discovery.  Near the ex-
treme end of the paint stood 8 detichied pivce
of lava, nearly reciangular in shap, aud Juok-
ing over it carefuily, 1 found, radeis carved
one torner, two figures,  Oae was o poorly ex
ectled cross ;) below it was the repres-mation of
a man holding @ spear. The outhines were badly
worn by the wind and spray, and the warking
mast evidently hove been done at sote very
remote period @ stitl 1t was aatlicientiy clear fur
we to obsarve the curivus fact thas the figure
holding the spear was provided with a weli.
developed tail. T reported my discovery to Capt.
Voo Viiet, and be visited the spot ai onee, but

interest to the erew, and many wete the sui.
wises as to the origin of the mysterioss morkiug
and its hididen meaning. The el was caretully
inspected at ditferent times, but nothing new
was found to throw light upon the subjuat, and
at last the captain’s theery found geveral er--
dence.  This was that sume Catholic missionary
had, at some remate periad, set foot upon this
land, and traced the figure of the arch enemy of
mankind, with the cross above it, to sigmify the
triamph of veligion over sin. o

At last the ship was nearly ready to wil, the
captatn intending to make ay strayght a course
s possible for the neatest port in Java, where
he could replace his compass.  Granted a clear
sky, he could easily muke lLis port, guided by
the sun aud plavets.

We had grown more careless after eaclh visit
ta tho shore, and had gradually relaxed our vi.
gilance, until, instead of keeping a coustant
lookout us wo had done st first, we finaliy grew
to feel perfectly secure, if only one or two of the
party had guns. This last day we started for
the shore as usual, and reached land near the
mouth of the little river. Karl Nieman and
mysell landed on one side of the river, and
armed with our long ditk-knives and revolvers,
startod into the jungle. The rest of tho party
pulled the light boat up the stream, following
the opposite shore, ‘They were just disappear-
ing round a little bend, when [ saw the bow-
oarasman throw nup his arms and fall heavily
forward on his faco.  As he foll, the shaft of an
arrow protruding from his side gave evidence
that he had been struck down by some lurking




