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ODD TITLES OF BOOKS,

Victor Hugo tells us that, being behind-hand with his pub-
lisher in his agreement to write “ Notre Dame de Paris,’ he
locked up his clothes, bought a kuitted woollen suit, aud shut
himself up in the house for & few. months until his work was
completed.  He had also on the first day prepared a bottle of
ink, the last drop of which was finished with the last line,
'This gave him the idea of naming the book “ The Contents
of a Bottle of Ink which, however, he did not carry out,
cousidering the title he had already chosen more to the pur-
pose. Some years after, his friend Alphonse Karr, whe thought
the idea a charming one, begged it of him, and published under

this name severnl novels—among others, his master-piece of !

wit and ecmotion, # Genevidve”

In every age it has been a matter of great consideration
with authors as to the title under which they shall issue their
warks ; publishers agree with them in the importance they
attach to this point, as the public are easily attracted by a
taking title. Pliny remarks that the Greeks showed admirable
taste in this way.
their readers were to understand that they would enjoy a rich
picce of haneycomb ; “¢others, ¥ The Horn of Abundance;’ or
the *Xeadow,” the * Picture,” the < Violet;” while the
Latins, in their vulgarity, were content with the ordinary
names of ¢ Antiquities,” *Examples,” or ¢¢ Arta.” The more

and, not unnaturally, it has been classed in a recent eatalogue
among works relating to hunting. _
Sometimes, in the midst of political quarrels, works have
been anncunced, the. satirical titles of which wero the only
portions of them that ¢ver appeared. Branfome tells us that.
whien the Duke of Espernon was made governor of Provencs, a
book was made in mockery of him, and eried before the palace
and throngh the streets, ng *The Great Deeds, Works, and
Valor of M. D*Espernon in his journey te Provence.” 'This
was printed in large charmcters; but on turning over thu
leavas every page was blank, and nothing printed on them.
The public, friends as.well as enemies of the duke, rau to the
criers and bought eagerly ; but when they looked within and
suw nothing, they returned in anger to the vendors, and ac-
cused them of their deceit. They, however, exeused them-
selves in this way: ¢ Why, sir, the duke has done nothing;
how can we print any thing about him 7 In the early years

" of the reign of Louis XVI. some works of this kind were ad-
s vertised, but never appeared, as, A Treatise on Pleasure,”

feated to the Duchess of Orgia,

called himself Bibaculus, and who passed the night in drink-

ing.

Diodoerns, amony the Greeks, disdaining these puerilities, en-
titled his work ¢ The Library.”

fore denominated < The Attic Nights.”

The Oriental aud Jewish nations, on the contrary, sought
for the most obeeure and ridiculous titles, Who could imagine
that = The Meart of Aaron” was a commentary on the pro-
phets ;
Talmud? = The Garden of Nuts” and ‘¢ The Golden Apples”
are theologival works; a ritual is the ‘“Pomegranate in
Flower ™ and a cutalogue of rabbinical writings passes under
the name of - The Lips of the Sleepers)” alluding to & passage
in Solemon’s Song,  There is also ¢ 'The Royal Wardrobe,
divided into Ten Coats,” by Mardocheus; ¢ The Book of the
Druggist” by Eieazer, a wark which is nothing more nor less
than a treatise an the love of God; and © The Two Hands)”
the hand of the poor and the hand of the king, each section
being divided into five fingers. ¢ The Perfume of Damascus
Roses™ is the poctical title of the history of some of Moham-
med’s companions who lived to the age of a hundred and
twenty years ¢ The Spring-time of the Just,)” by Zamakhi-
chari, is a collection of farces; and there are two works on
law by the celebrated Turkish jurisconsult Ibrabim, entitled
¢ Precious Stones,” and « The Confluence of the Seas.”

When we reacls thie Middle Ages, authors in the West scem
to have adepted the Eastern fashion, and tried to make their
titles as cnigmatical and fantastic as those of the East. Some-
times they are 20 long as to be a sort of prospectus of the
whole work, as, for instance, the following :— The Great
Shipwreck of Fools, who are in the Hold of Ignorance, swim-
ming in the S.a of the World ; 8 Book of great Effect, Profit,

Crility, Value, Honour, and Moral Virtue, for the Instruction,

of Everybmiy; which Book is adorned with a great Number
of Figures, the better to demonstrate the Folly of the World.”
Or this: “The Blazon of Dances, where may be seen the
mistortunes and Kuin arising from Dances; from which no
Man ever returns the Wiser, or Woman the more Modest.”

1t would seein as if the writers of works of devotion had a
particular preference for strange titles—perhaps to counteract
the unattractive dryness of their subject matter. A priest
taking for his meditations the anthems which are sung in
Advent and before Chrisimas, entitles them : # The Sweet
Marrow and Tasty Sance of the Savory Bones of the Saints in
Advent.” A cunon of Rivz, in Provence, writes : 5 The Royal
Port to Parwitize| very useful to those who wish to go there; a
Collection of the Works of Plous Doctors who have curiously
treated the Snlject”  In it there is a chapter on the post
establishrd by Satan to go to hell ; and another to reach pur-
gntory, whick is the suburb of heaven, and the outer court of
parudise.  Au asectic gives us ¢ The Scraper of Vanity; a
Spiritial Fillow nrecssary to extirpate Vice and to plant
Virtne”™—a strauge use for a pillow, certainly. Philip Bos-
guier, a Flemish monk, published a tragedy entitled «The
Litte Kazor of Worlily Ornaments.,” We have “ The Spiri-
wal Snufl-box, to lead devoted Souls to Christ,” and “The
Spiritual Scringa, fur Souls steeped in Devdtion,” in which
the author thus strongly apostrophises those of the fair sex
who are addicted to painting their cheeks, ¢ Vile carcasses,
masses of infamy, have vou no shame in turning yourselves

or « The Bones of Joseph"” an introduction to the

Varro named his satire ¢ A Movable Picture;” while:

Aulus Gellius tells us that
it was during the long winter nights in the country of Atlica . Shakespenre.”
that he amnsed himself in writing bis work, which he there-

round and round in the furnace of luve, and blushing like

boiled lobsters; to secure for yourselves admirers.”

In the 16th century we find the greatest extravamance dis-

played in the titles of books. These may be taken as ex-
amples 1 < The Pious Lark, with its Trill—the little Body

and Fatliers of our Lark are Spiritual Songs” by Father:

Autome de la Cauchie 5 ¢ Bread cooked on the Ashes, brought
by an Angel to the Prophet Elijah, to comfort the Dying ;"
i The School of the Eucharist, established on th: miraculous
Regpoct that the Beasts, Birds, and Insects have shown on
different Occasions to the Holy Sacrament of the Altar; « The

dedicated to the Queen; ¢ The Living Catafalque,” dedicated

: to the Princess of Conde; ¢ French Politencss,” dedieated {o
Some called them A Hive,” by which;

the Countess of Ossuna; ¢ The Necessity of Shaving, dedi-
Oy This papuer shall be closed by
the title of & work published in 1870, and containing a col-
Jection of pocms : 1 do wot Know what it is; by whom 1
know not: the price? T know not how much ; it is sold 1

: know not where; by a bookseller whom 1 kuow not.”
witty gave the rith- of ¢~ Lucubrations,” as did the author who '

LITERATURE AND TIHIE DRAMA.

An Englishman has writtenand published an ¢ Qrnithology

Forty thousand books—gome of them very valuable ones—
have been sent from the Royal Library at Konigsberg to re-
plenish the Strasburg Library.

A Persian manuscript of great beauty, containing sixty full-
page wminiature illuminations, and profusely ornamented
throughout in gold and colours in the highest class of ancient
art, was recently sold in London for $1,625.

With a view to promote newspaper prodoction, the Govern-
ment of Peru has issued n decree exempting printers from
service in the National Guard.

An interesting relic of Beethoven has just come to light in
Germany. It is the programme of a concert at which Bee-
thoven made his first appearance, and is as follows : #+ On the
26th day of March, 1778, the Court tenor of the Elector of
Cologne (the aforesaid Court tenor being Becthoven’s father)
will present {o the public, at the Musical Academy, two of
his scholars—MHe, Averdone and his own son of six years.
MIe AL will sing several fine airs, and the younger pupil will
perform n variety of concertos and trios on the piano.”  Bee-
thoven was, at that time, really about eight years of age,
having been born in 17570 ; but his father found it convenient
to exaggerate his remarkable precocity by representing him
to be younger than he really was,

SCIENCE AND ART.

When a diamond is used to cut hot glass, the dismond will
only last for one day, and it assumes a milky appearnnca.
The diamonds in constant use for cutting cold glass last about
three months.  Each diamond costs from 38 to £12, and is
about the gize of an ordinary glazier's dinmond.  Hot glass is
cut more readily than cold glass.,

A gigantic railway line is now under consideration in Rus-
sia, with which it is intended to traverse Siberia throughout
its entire Jength from west to east,  The length of the line,
which will have its starting-point at Nischni-Novgorod, will
be 5000 versts, or 3210 miles.

# Composing™ Macmixg.—Under this name the New York
Tribune describes a new apparatus which is operated as fol-
lows : ¢ The letters of the alpbabet are arranged in regular
order in & iype-head two inches square, and are operated upon
by keys, as in 4 piano.  When the keys are touched, the type-
head moves to its position, and action is had upon whatever
letter is touched, the type moving downward a preseribed dis-
tance, and mnking a printed impression on transfer paper.
The platen on which the paper is laid is moved by a feed-
wheel, and the spaces between the lines are produced by
lateral motion by means of a ratchet-wheel. The impres-
sions are finally transferred to a zinc plate, and printed by a
lithographic press.  In place of transfer paper a mould of
clay or wax may be used to receive indentations, from which
a stereotype cast can be obtained.”

VARIETIES.

Cin Philadelphia there is & small bln;:kamit,h'n shop, the bel- 1

laws.of which ir operated by dogs.. The bellows is connected

with'a wooden wheel box, which is kept revolving by the mo- -

_tion of the dog, something after the manner of a treadmill.

Lamp of Saiut Augustine, and the Flies that flit aronnd it ;"

“T'he Silver Bell, the Sound of which will, by the Grace ot
God, muke of & Vsurer & perfeet Christian—a work which we
may hope fulfilicd its purpose 'The following would prove
very attractive: © Some DBeautiful Biscuits, cooked in the
Oven of Charity, and put aside carefully for the Fowls of the
Church, the Sparcows of the Spirit, and- the Swallows of ‘Sal-
vation ;" or this : ** A Bouquet of Delicious Perfume prepared
for the Baints of the Lord” A work on Uhrigtmas charity is
entitled ** Butions and Bution-holes for Believers' Breeches
und we have also, v High-heeled Shoes for those who are
Dwarfs -in Sanclity;” and ¢ Crumbs «f Consolation for the
Chickens of the Covenant.” L : L

A Quaker who was suffering in prison published A Sigh

for the Sinners in Zion, coming from s Hole in' the Wall, by ¥

an Earthen Vessel, known among:'Men under the name of
Sarnuel Fish.” Abrahamn de Sainte Claire, an anthor of the
seventeenth century, chose this extraordinary title: ¢ Judns,
Archicoquin; Fi du Monde; Attention Soldat.” A work on
the consideration of the name taken by the popes,® Serves Ser-
vorum [ei)” hag the {itle of ¢ A Hunt afuer the Stag of Stags ;"

Tt ig well known that by a stupid blunder—which, howe- "
-ver, hasg to far prevailed that it would be a piece of pedantry !
to tunore or to combat it—we talk of 8t. Heleena, not of St. |
Helennn. *Following the mispronunciation, very many persons :
speak of the ¢ Princess Heleena” It happens that Her Majesty ©
has n very correct ear, and much dislikes a ¢ false guantity™ -

in pronunciation.. Accordingly, not long since, she wax

pleased to send to the editor of ¢ Lodge's Pecrage,” through U
her ate libracian, a messagé—or, rather, weo suppose we ought |
“to say, n command—that. 2 mark denoting s short syllablo .
-should be placed over the second vowel in the name of her |

daughter, the Trincess Helenn. * 1tis noedless to ndd that the
command was scrupulously obeuyed by the editor, and it is to

'be hoped that our countrymen uud countrywomen will follow
CBUIb. L e Sihet :

The Louisville Courier Journal tells the following :—f ‘A man
named Southworth, -living in lower -East Tenoessee, has just

ejeeted from his stomach a frog which had been living there
for fifteen

vears.  Mr. Sonthworth hag had a great deal of
troubl: with that frog. 1t used to begin to croak at the most
unreasonable hours. When Southworth would go to church,
for instance, the frog would remain quiet until the congregn-
tion engaged in silent prayer, nod then it would set up such

!, a terrific yowl that the sexton would rush in and colinr South-
i worth, and drag him out to quict down in tho graveynrd.
“Sometimes the frog would give s noclurnal serenmde witer
: Southworth was fast asleep in bed, and then Bouthworth would
rie, o8 mid as anything, and selze the stomach-pump and try
to draw the frog up.  But theé subtie veptile had had that trick
played on it teo otten during those fifteen yenrs, and it nlways
shinned up the tube a piece, ont of the drnuglt, and waited
“until Southworth exhausted himsell, Southworth never fooled -
that frog n great deal. And when frogs were in-geason, South-
~worth used to fish for this one with a fly; but it always re-
_fuged to rise, and the fly buzzed around so in Southworth's
alimentary canal that it nearly tickled Southworth to death,
So Suuthworth had to wait until the other dny, when the frog
thouglht ho would come up and g and see o friend ; and, when it
did come, houthworth killed it with a fork. . o suys the frog
usaed to eat twice as much ag ha did ; but we have been think.
ing it over, and it scems to s the statement must bo exagge-
rated somehow ?

A few days ufter the oceupation of the Parig forts by Qer.
mang, the Emperor William, the Crown Prince, and Generala
Vou Roon, Von Moltke, Von Blumenthal, Prince Hohenlohe,
the Siege Artillery Drector, and the imperial staff yesterday
inspected the outworks and the interior defenses of Fortress
Mout Valerien, Tt is said that o critical examination of thie
famous fortress shows that its constructors committed the
‘Dlind folly of {eaving this important work, the key to Parls,
destitute of casemates or bombproaofs, showing that terrible
slaughter wonld have ensuwed had the Prussinns opend fire
from the second paraticl, or the formidable batteries of St
Cloud and Bassanvalt, which is understood to have been in
contempliation, about the 1st inst, te covera grand assanlt, hut
which design was frustrated by the negotiation of an armistice
the Prussiatis coming into possession of a work which would'
have cost the captors wnd the garrison an cnormous loss of
life.

—— & T
CRIUINS,
J.V.N.

A game lately playved in Quebiee hotween twa of the leading
members of the Chess Clah,

Correct; the position is attogether faulty.

MUEGULAR QPENING,

White.~Nr. . Walker Biael, Mo, P
Pt KL ath, Yo KL ath

o Pt KL R drh. P.otakes B,
4ol Wt e Bl dnd, Pow g, fthe
I8 Uotakex I
A, 9. s K. drd, ah.
i, K. Ktoto B, 3rd.
7. + h (at Iv. ta . sqq.
8. <. fota ) Kt 3rd, ab.
o, » . 1 va 4 ded.
T K. tec Bl s QB G v
1L K. B to . B, 4tk . Kote B, osq.
12, PLoto KM ded. I’ K, R, 3ed.
L KL Kt i K S, B, takes N,
. Poenkes KB Kt to K. sq,
15O, B takes B .oto K. K 4th,
1. Bt K. it ind. Q. K. Kt. 3rd.
17 Q. te K. 1L Srd, T, to (. B. rd.

R.oto), si ahs
o K. B dinll
to (). Seil.

L0 B, s,
. Kt to Q. 2od.
Sto KLOBOAthe (b

18, Q.
8
a1

LA

2. P.oto K. dth. () Q. Kt. to Q. Kt. 3rd.
22, Poto K. Tih. H. te T3 2nd.
2. B. takes . ch,, and wine.

tr} The defenso should have provided for this formidahle sheck:
swhich prevents hig eastling, wwd leaves himin an awkwacd poxition,

(&) Retiring the Queen would have heen far preforable.

_ t¢) The winning move: play ax Blask may. his game is broken up
irraparably.

FROBLEM Ne. 28

RLACH.

L WMITE.
White to play, nnd mate in 'thres moves,

. o —
: = ' CHARADEIS.

- NUMBERED CHARADE,

S (Nood)). _
Composcd . of twenty-nino letters,

My 25, 28, B, 4, 14, 21.is synonymous with {o give. o

My 19,6, 13, 29, 2, 18, 10, 26 iz n great English Statesman, -

My 3, 7,17, 12,15, 4, 11 i§ what wi should all be.

{ My 1, 18,8, 2,29, 26 is & falso.vaport, - & R
My 28,:14, 17,7,.22, 1G is tho eapital of a British colony.. . . :

i My 23,18, 5, 2, 20 s n plnce Iately surrendered by the French.

' My 5,9, 20, 3, 24, 15 is what all should take daily.

| My 2,12, 8, 27 is 6 near rejative,

| And my whole will have seon thig before you.

Joun Unvernint,.



