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THE WEEK

The terrible misfortune which has over-
taken the City of London has awukened
a symuathetic echo in every heart through-
out the Dominion. Messages of condo-
lence from all sides huve crowded upon
the bereaved inhabitants, and if anything
could lighten their awful burden it would
be the knowledge of how their sorrow is
shared by the pation 1o a man.  The tirst
shock of grief has now however passed,
and people are beginning to look forward
to the investigation which we are glad to
see has been ordered, into the causes
which have jed to the disaster. It would
be premature to express an opinion as to
the responsibility which may rest upon
this or that person. Evidence on that
point is always contradictory, being sup-
pressed on the one side from a natural re-
luctance to criminate the witness, exagyer-
ated ou the other in the excitement of the
moment. Till the investization shall have
been fully completed we have no right to
blame any ope.” But it is obvious that
the affair calls for most searching inquiry,
nay more, demands that an example shall
be made if necessary of those to whom
the real blame attaches, whether of imper-
fect construction, insufficient inspection,
or overloadiug.  *“Jt islate to close the
stable dour after the horse is stolen,” but
where one groat misfortune has opened
our eyes to the darger that isamongst us,
a hundred parrow «scapes have heen over-
logked, though the fault that underlay
thew wasus great, snd the fact that the
result was different was due more to good
fortnue than good management. If we
will fearn «ll the lessons the disaster has
to teuch us we shall look for good to come
out of the present evil. If anything can
console the bereaved ones of to-day it will
be the knowledge that their bitter anguish
has not been wasted, and the loss of their
dear ones may yet be the means of saving
the lives of many in timeto come. Every
holiday sees crazy pleasure boats stagger-
ing alung under double their normal load.
Every excursionist under present condi-
tions risks his life more often than he
knows of, and while we weep over the
_ final crash when it comes, we hear noth-
“ing of the scarce realized escapes which
lacked but the turn of a hair to furnish
newspaper items for a week or more.

The lesson of the uncertainty of life has
been preached from the pulpit, it is for the
press to inculcate the practical lessous
which affect our future here as well as
hereafter. The evil of overloading is not
confined to pleasure boats. It is existont
throughout our whole commanity, a char-
acteristic sign of two great principles
among us. We who travel will not be
kept waiting. They who carry us will not
lose our fare, Hurry and money-making,
twin curses of an age of over excitement
and Mammon-worship like the present.
Boats bear double their load, cars are
crowded to double their capacity, and
there is always room for une wore. In
England it is otherwise. Steamer, car,
railway carriage are licensed to carry so
many and no more, and if you hail an
omnibus which already contains its com-
plement you are met with a relentless
“full inside.” Why is it otherwise with
us? If there ate fewer cars or fewer
steamboats than ecan accommodate the
travelling public, the remedy is to be
found in increasing the number of con
veyauces not in the overcrowding of the
existing oues. [f public’ carriers  were
placed under a strict surveillince in this
matter and smartly fined for every passen-
wer carried bevond a certain number,
fixed by law and expressed in their license,
there would b no more overcrowding and
the public would lose nothing in conven-
ience of travelling.  Where there 1sa pas-
senger there will always e acar to take
his fare and himself to his destination @ the
conveyanees  will abways  aceommnodate
themsolves to the traffic.  Dut tiil they
are foreed inte it the car companies will
decline to provide two carriages where
one will do the work by overerowding.

YET another lesson, and an all import-
ant one, follows in the train of this catas-
trophe.  If we are to believe the Captain’s
statement, the accident might have been
avouded, if only his orders had been
obeved strietly by the passengers. Whether
it was so on this occasion or not, we allof
us have had experience of the uuruliness
of young Canada in similar plices, and
their want of respect for authority. [t is
to be feared that the present generstion
need to be tanght, and, if so, what fitter
time to lay the lesson to heart, that mandi-
pess does not consist in a want of respect
for one's superiors, nay, more, is not even
consistent with it. It is well, perhaps, 10
be independent, but we must beware of
insubordination ; it iz well to feel that all
men in a4 sense are equal, but we must
beware of thinking that on that account
we owe no respect or reverence to any
may.  There is much of this irreverence
abroad, much unrulivess amongst the
growing generation ; a «pirit of eag-r man-
hood, not all unpraiseworthy, indeed, but

: meeding to be reminded thut if we would

command we must know how to obey, if
we would be respected we must tender due
respect to those who claim it of us.  And
now comes this accident to teach us that
on due obedience and order may depend
our lives and the lives of those about us.
Far be it from us to seem to blame those
who acted, no doubt, as they had been
accustomed to do, and s others would
have done in their place, and who, more-
over, if they erred, have paid a terrible
penalty for their mistake. But there is a
warning for us in all this that he who
ruus may read,

THE REVISION OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT.

We have now for a little over a woek
heen in possession of the result of the
abours of the company of scholurs tu
whom the work of revising the Authorized
Version of the New Testameot has been
cntrusted. During that week the New
Version has been universally commented
upon by the pulpit and the press. The
fact is significant of an age of literary
criticism like the present.  To criticize the
work of the best scholars of the century
bestowed during ten yenrs upon a dalicate

problem, beset by endless difficulties in
its solution, has ocoupied the average re-
viewer a fow hours, the average preacher
at most & couple of days. The result, as
is usual in such cases, has been commen-
surate  with the eoffort bestowed. Such
eriticisms, for the most part, have been an
abstract of the carefully-digested preface
{o the work itself, supplemented in many
cases by the most fatuous and stultifying
commonts, bearing on their face the im-
press of their writer's want of study of the
subject. In such u catogory surely must
be ranked the wise critic who complained
so bitterly of the alteration of the familiar
words of the Lord's Prayer, forgetting, or
never having kuown, that the Lord's
Prayer as we use it daily appears in none
of the tiospels, and the slight alterations
mwade will not presumably affect the popu-
lar version. As a matter of fact, in the
case mentioned the only voticeable altera-
tion—the substitution of © the evil one™
in the last petition—is one which scholars
have loug expected, while many will be
surprised at the conservatism which has
left the oriinal text as & possible alterna-
tive.

This, however, by the way,  As a wat-
tor of fact, ne nmewspaper criticism can
pessibly be satisfactory as a commentary
upon a werk like the present.  That re-
viewer, however, we take it, will best ful-
fil the task et before hum, whe shall en-
desvour, not so mnuch to eriticize the new
version of hix own scholarship or eriticsl
kuowledae, as faithfully to point ont such
main points of difference as may  enahle
his readers to stndy the work intelligently
each for himseli.  So large has been the
sale of the cdition that a copy muat be
within the reach of almost evervone, and
enly by Jdiligent comparisoun and careful
study ean any use be made of it

OFf the ohjects set befure the pyresent re-
visets and the means and roles adopted
by them to secure these objects, the pre-
face, before alluded to, gives the fullest
explanation and may be left to speak for
itself. W have to see how fur the pro-
posed end has been nttained.  Two main
branches of the work suggest themselves
at onee for considemtion. The text of the
Gireek has first to be established by vefer-
euce to vatious and often widely-ditfering
authorities ; and, secendly, the Greek
idiom has to he rendered into English
capable of conveying its exact meaning.
Of the first, the public will be presumably
but inditferent judges. In the second they
way in part, at least, appreciato the changes
and their significanee. These chapges may
be divided into three heads, (1) Verbal
alterations which affect seriously the mean-
ing of the pasrage.  (2) Verbal alteratioms
which have no such distinet effeet.  (3)
Alterations of punctuation, and the like ;
under wiich we may class the abolition of
chaptersan- verseg, excapt hy way of refer-
ence, and the dividing int) paragraphs ac.
corling to the precedent of the early Eng.
lish versiona. To take the last first, no
one who catcfally studies the new text
will fail to reeogniz: some mosat valuable
alterations, which are due simply to the
correction of s false phirasing or punctua-
tion, rememnbering in this context the fact
that theearly MSS of the New Teatament,
which ara knowun a3 the Uancial MSS, are
entirely devoid of stops, for which we
have in all eases to look to the intelligence
or otherwise nf modern commentitors,
Of the alterations in words, we shall pro
bably find, as in all things buman, much
ol which we may cavil.” The substitution
of one word fur another seems often to us
eapricious and vpealled for, amd in this
lies the only grave indictment to he
brought aguingt the New Version. 1f the
charge of frivolou« and unmenning altern:
tion can be substantiated, much of the
value of the work will be destroyed. How
far this is the case must, as wo have sug-
gested, be left to o more searching com-
mentary than can be contained in a news-
paper review. _

Toger a [iir idon of the extont of the
alterations, & represontative passage may
be selected, and fow better ones can, we

imagine, he found than ‘the well-known

argument for the resurrection coutaineq
in L. Cor. xv., used in the burial sorvice of
so many of our churches. In the verse
from vorsoe 20 to the end of the chapter
may be found instances of every kind of
alteration to which we have alluded. g
begin with nlterations iu the original Greey
toxt, examples of these may be found in vy,
44 and 55. The lattor, besides the subatiyy.
tion of ““ death” for “ grave,” contains
transposition which, euriously enough,
stands without a note, and i3 yei yot
alluded to, 80 fur as we know, hy any of
the commentators on the passage. [y
verses 31, 34 and 37, particularly the
last, may be found valuable improve.
ments-in the translation, the foree of whiel,
may be felt in reading, while veme
32 is well worth study, as an instauce of
how completely an alteration in punctua.
tion may solve along-feltdithiculty. "There
remain the alterations of words in vv, 22,
24, 26, 31, 32 and 36, of the necessity for
which each musi =atisfy hitaself.  Where.
in Aad, in verse 22, is better tran-lated Ly
“also” than by “oven,” is nol clear ts
us, nor does the superiority of ** doth pro.
fit ” over “advantageth,” or “ thou fonhia,
one " over “ thou fool " seem at all 10 jus
tifv the change.  But diseussion of these
points would lead us to ton great a lengh,
and our unly wish is to point out a fine of
study for those who wish to find the main
ditference between the new and the ol
vermijons. For ourselves, while Afe
thaukful for much that has been dons, we
are disposed to regret what <eems 1o b
undue atlention to techniealities, which
will, we tinagine, prove a sirionus b tothe
sctual adoption of the new text in om
churches,

1t remaing, though this ardele i< w wo
selae o couttroversial one, to make a few
remarks upon the yuestion of how far the
alterations made have atfected any acoopind
doctrine of the Christian Chorele or
churches.  The alteration in the Lonls
Prayer will prove a stambling-bleek
those who deny the personality ot the
devil, but was teo well kuown before w
produce auy very marked effeet.  Neithor
do we imagine that the use of * thade”
for * Hell " will make any material ditter
enee doetrinally, though siress will pro-
bably be laid upon it.  Someeapitai may
possibly be made out of the alteration of
the: passages in St. Matth. and St Mack, i
the account of the healing of the epleptic
boy, ¢ This kind goeth not out save by
prayer and fasting,” though there is really
little in it either way. [Dut upen the mest
vital question of all, the Divinity of Je-us,
tho caso is clear. Those who have dreansd
of extmcting from the ressarches
scholars the denial of our Siviour's iitle
to the Godhead will sutfer a grievons dis
appointment.  The #ix passages in the
New Testament in which the name “Gad”
is directly applied to our Lord, wre !
supparted by the autiority of the Nes
Version. 1tis fair to say that in two of
thesa the American Cammittee prefor an
alternative reading—thongh in one eass
(Acts xx., 28), acknmwledgiog that the
two oldest MSS are azainst them—but in
another (Hoh. 1. 9), the same Commitier
would by their reading ndd zreatly s the
foree of the passage, a concession which,
from auch a spuree, is donbly valuable.

we

These remarks, as we have said, partake
more of the nature of suggestions than
criticisins. Many other notable alterations
are easily tn be discovered.  Scholars are
long reconciled to the loss of the story of
the wotian taken in adultery, and of the
passage in L ol v 7. Thou art Peler,
and upon this roef," ete., iz well distin:
guished in the note, and a hundre:d otliy
passages could be instanced which will
amply vopay study.  If this article ran
put any one in the right road for such
study its object will have heen attained,
and the length to which it has grown may
be oxcused.  Moreover, bo it said, if the
Now varsion condncos at all, az it aurely
has dono and will do, to a more perfect
study of the Word of God awmongst the
people at Invge, its 7uisnn d'étre has beon
established and its adversaries are an-
swored, ' - :




