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THE WOUNDED HAND.
AN ENTERTAINING CHAPTER FROM THYE NOTE-
BOOK OF A GERMAN DETECTIVE.

On the 22ud of May, 1875, 1 stood in our
oftice, behind iy desk, when our chief entered
the room with a letterin his band, and addressed
e with an invitation to undértake the unravel-
ling of a mystery which had baffled  the local
police at T—-. 1 consented, and departed for
the scene of the crime which had been com-
mitted, much limited, however, as te the time |
was allowed for spending on the case.

Two hundred and fifty-tive thousand marks
had been stolen from the window of a well-con-
nected woman named Fricdow. Her villa' steod
outside the gates of a small town, and the lost
property consisted chiefly in coupons aud such
value, together with a little coin. Her habit
was to keep all papers of importance, as well as
money, in a chest of drawers beside her bed.
Rer sleeping-room was situated on the first floor,
and had but ene window, which looked out
upen the yard. IHer confidential friends had
oiten advised Fran Friedow to keep her
gold at least in some safer place, but she had
always resisted such connsel, and put no faithin
banks or bankers. As to the safe, she had
averred that if robbers did ever molest her,
unless her trusty dogand her faithful Frederick,
who was her factotum and the only male person
upon’ her little property, could not protect her,
an iron box would avail little beyénd, Eerhaps,
delaying the thievesin laying hold of what they
wanted.

On the night of the 7th of May the poor lady
was suddenly awakened about 12 o'clock. Her
room was illuminated. - Before her bed stood a
small, thin man, with « lantern in his left hand
and a hatchet in his right,

1o a rough, disguised voice he threatened to
knock out her brains if she-so much as ventured
to utier # sound. The unfortunate Fraun was
alreadv voiceless from alarm. This speech conld
scarcely make her more quiet, but she could use
her eyes, and did so for the next few seconds
while her visitors remained with her.  She saw
that the speaker wore black hose, u blue blouse
and a0 wask, and that two more men were busy
in the background breaking open her chest of
drawers.  In the farthest back Jdivision, covered
aver with stockings, varn and flax, lay a round
tin case, in which she kept her movable trea-
sures.  She was just recovering herself suffi-
ciently to lLegin thinking about risking her lite
by calling for help, when the smothered yelling
of a dog was heard without. The thieves ha
found what they wanted, however, and sprang
with it to the window, one sash of which was
open. They threw themselves upon a ladder
without and descended to the ground, while the

- thirt man still kept guard beside the bed. . Fran
Friedow eried ** Hel] , help ! ' with ull her
might.

* Youa may scream as long~as you-like, now,”
he muttered, turning away, and following the
others from the room: S

Frederick appeared at this - instant, having
Leen awakened by the noise.  He found the lad-

der still in its place, and going below, was just’

in time to save the life of the house-dog, which
hal been almost chocked by a cord twisted
round his neck, fastening. him to his kennel.
The man-servant rousad up the neighbors, but
all pursuit, then or later, by friends privately or
by the police publicly, had been in vain. Not
the least clue had hitherto been obtained as to
the identity of the house-breakers, }
This was how the matter stood when L arrived
al T——., When 1 had mivately communi-

cated with the magistrates, my second visit was

naturally paid to Frau Friedow. I'songht every-
where for any special indications which might
put me on the right track, but what: 1 found
was desperately little. Like those: who had
gone Yefore me, 1 concluded that the robbery
lad, at any rate, been accomplished by persons
well acquainted with the locality, as entraner to
the preinises had been made by a small door. in
the vard, of th. very existence of which. many of
the neighbors were unaware. * The ladder made
nse of bad been dragged out of a nook in which
it had long Jain concealed.
been smashed in the window of the bed-room to
rnabie one of the assailants to slip back the bolt.
A few fnotprivts had been traced, but there was
nothing remarkable about their appearance, snd
tliey had been lost at once upon the high road or
street upon which the little court-yard opened.
One thing seemed alone certain amid the
maze of perplexity ; the house-breakers runst be
sought from amongst neighbors, servants, friends
or relations.  Now, the neighbor theory, upon
investigation, seemed - utterly futile, “und one
glance at old Frederick was enough to make one
dismiss all thonghts’ connected with the second
term in the list, S , ,
There remained the friends and relations in
the habit of visiting at the villa. The'widow
had not the faintest suspicion of foul play in
any of these ;- nevertheless 1 made her describe
andclosely  particularize’ them. all to ‘me. |
took up hali-a dozen fmaginary scents o1 ran
hither sud” thither. - 1 telegraphid < in various.
directions. 1 worked, in fact, inthe sweat of
my brow ; but, alas! the. result ‘was simply
nothing, nothing, nething. - T never tefore had
been o utterly puzzled and hopelessly ut fault.
On the fourth day of my residence wt T——-.T
went uguin to the villa, where the. widow greeted
me with eyes full of expectation. + * Frau Frie-
dow,” ] said, ‘' it seemy to e hardly possible
that you are utterly without suspicion in every
guarter.. There must surely: Lie some one or
other on whom' your mind hav.fixed, if it were
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but for 2 second. Confess it is so, and contide
in me.”

“1 assure you | have uot even a shadowy
thought such as you describe,” she replied, in a
much disappointed tone.

* And has nothing more struck you about
those men you saw in yonr room than you have
already mentioned ! Que remembers things on
due consideration which have been often over-
looked Hefore. Did yeu notice no peculiarity
about any of the scoundrels; in the voice, for
instavce, the way of standing, the hands of him
who held the axe ¥ Had he ona ring ! Did he
look rough, like the others?'™

*“ There was one little thing 1 may not have
told Lefore,” she replied slowly.” ** 1t was
searce worth telling.  When the two fellows ran
off down the Jadder with my little case, the win<
dow slapped down as they disappeared.  The
third man pushed it up again to go after them,
but in so doing 1 think he must have put his
hand through t%)t' broken pane, and have hurt it
with the glass, in his haste. 1 certainly heard
him mutter to himself, as if he were in distress.”
** Was there no trace of blood left 177 1 asked,
anxiously. :

¢ Noue whatever.”

1 began my investigntions anew, and this
time with the doctor of the distriet. We got
into a lively dissertation upon wounded hands,
aud in particular upon hurts intlicted by glass.
By degrees | acquired the, to me, very interest-
ing fact that some three weeks since, when the
medico was riding home to breakfast after an
early call, a strange man had suddenly appeared
in the middle of the highway and had implored
his help. - He complained of having fallen upon
a heap of vroken glass, and held out his right
hand to exhibit its condition. The doctor took
out his pocket case of instruments, and ex-
tracted five splinters from the inflamed palm.
While he did so ‘the patient whimpered like
a woman.

‘““ How was the
breathlessly,

“ A blue blouse and black underclothes, as far
as I can recall,”

* Could you identify him again ?"

“‘ Perhaps. His face made an impression on
me, rather ; because it did not seem towatzh the
clothing, and yer, now I think of it, I seem to
see only an ordinary brow, nose and mouth. |
fancy it was the set of the head on the shoulders
which looked remarkable,  Artisans and such
folk ususlly look otherwize. - That is all I can
say. Rut what makes this matter interesting to
you !

““1 believe your complaining patient to be
the priucipal in the late robbery, coucerning
which | have come down here,” 1 replied in 2
low voice. *‘Cau you give me. any idea as to
what became of the man after you were doue
with him 1 L

The doctor looked ut me in amazement.  **]
think he went towards Elms,"” he replied.

1 lost no time in .going the same direction.
An old tree, which forked ut-the top, and: car-
ried a bell in that division, stood: on’a:keight
near the shore.. Here those who wanted to be
ferried over the river must stop and ring for the
boatman, whose house stowl in a sheltered nook
at hand. I shirked preliminaries and made
at once for the dwelling.  Here | found a gigan-
tic person, who declared herself -the daughter of
e ferrvman and the customary rower, when, as
now, her father was absent. | sought to gain
the confidence of this damsel, -+ 0

“ A friend of mine went over here, | think,
not long since,” | said.. ‘* He was in great
haste, being ou his way to Holland, in order to

fellow dressed ¢ ™ 1 cried

escape servﬁug here in the army.”’ e
" The poyular antipathy to the enforced military
truining loosed her tongue av once. -

“ Yes, ves,” she replied-; “*a young man .in
great haste did surely go over a little time back.”

** He wore a blue blouse and black hose ¥

“ Maybe ; but it ‘seéms to me he had others
with him, or of his party.” . . I :

* Very probably. Two others ] suppose.'”

““ This was how it was.  One man:came to me
in the early dawning.. I put him across. “An
hour or so later there came a second, and asked
anxiously about the first. " 'When'] told him he
was beyond he seemed content enough, and fol-
lowed.  The third, your friend with the blouse,

day. He asked me particularly about the two 1
had already rowed over, apd then seemed right
gay, and jumped-into the boat himsell.”

“Ah ! One of the three carried a tin box ¢ ]
said, slipping a coin into my new ucqnaintance's
palm. Co ~
1 never noticed,” answered the girl. ~““ But
I saw that the third man carried a round bundle
or. parzel wrapped in a red handkerchief. under
his arm.” : , .
“Did he give you a good reward for taking
him over 7. L ENE o

“Nothing more than all the world—-ten pfen-
nigs.” s s Lo
©CWith his ri[?'ht hand t"

CWhy not' 1 : :

“ Wasn't his right hand tiedup 2™ - )
¢ Not that I saw, /4“1 only know he kept
one hand in his pocket, whether the right or left
I.conldn’t say now."” . AN
.. 1 enuld have embraced the tall ferry-woman,
in “spite of her: forty summers and her ‘uncer-
tainty upon minor points. It was plain that the
three ruffians for better security had separated,
and that the Jast comer was the léader inand
the chief benefiter by the erime which had been
committed, Durivg his'confab with the doctor,
no doubt he had hidden the apoils.in some
hedge. 1 was npon his track now, .

asked if he were the first who wanted me that-

But 1 had scon to cry '‘ Lost.” It was a
grievous disappointment to me. Beyond Elms
the clue was nowhere to be followed. - 1 Iabored
in vain in this neighborhood for days.” 1 made
friends with all sorts of prople—letter-carriers,
porters, waiters——and walked many a weary mile
i the hot suu, but all 10 no purpose. | wasg
bafled and wholly at fuult as though 1 never
had had a hint at all to follow. '
Nine days had goune by sinee 1 had come to
Toee“Lturned dnte ‘s beer-garden in the
neighborhood of the town one evening, and sat
down near a well-lighted bowling alley, in which
about ten gentlenen were busy at & game, . My
seat'was ratherin the shade. 1 paid little atten.
tion to the players, but leaned wy head upon my
bamd and reviewed the defeat 1 had sustained
and the small estimation in whieh | should be
held, for the sake of it, by my colleagues and
chief at. home, fecling altogether extremely out
of humor. Suddenly an ill-thrown %all volled
almost to my feet.

A mixg, & miss ! shouted several voices

vour hand not even yet recoversd 7 You are not
complaining of it still 1"

I felt like a huntsman in a forest who sces the
game at his gun's end. 1 was on the alert that
second. [ lost no time in finding out all Herr
Bottcher's antecedeuts.. He was. a merchant,
one of Frau Friedow’s connections, and aun"oc-
casional. visitor at her house. He was a con-
tinual guest at this place of entertainment. |
brought the doctor here next evening, and- set
him to work stealthily: considering my game.
My discomfiture was great when he flatly refused
to identify Her Bottcher and his patient as one
and the same person. ~ They might be one, he
confessed ; but then—they might not.

1f the medico turned rusty, like this, it seemed
to me utlerly useless to bring hither the ferry.
woman on a like errand. I must trust to mysel{
alore.  We oflicials have two methods of deing
business of this sort.  We use the long or shert
line, acconling as either seems most likely to
suit. | determined to iry vhe alter the other.

In order to put Botteher quite oft the scent, |
went now to the host of this house of entertain-
ment, and introduced mysell to him as 5 Ham-
burg agent for the forbidden lotteries. 1 begged
him to keep thiy ciose, but | saw very plamly by
his face that he intended doing nothing of “the
sort. Next morning, to my great contentment,
I found myself outwardly under the supervision
of the town police, and generally regarded by the
public as a slhabby individual. N

I, meantime, was as busy as ever, but it was
little 1 discovered. Herr Bottcher was certainly
not in’good repute among his fellows, Never-
theless, 1 could hear of no particular ditliculty in
which -he had fallen of late, :although 1 did
learn that: he had, three weeks since, made a
hasty journey.  One little fact, however, scemed

slept badly, and was wont to rise often by night
and pace up and down the garden. L

1 }ay lurking for two: entire nights under
bushes in the same - plot ;- but during all those
weary hours whoever disl come to this place,
‘Herr Bottcher unfortunately did usf, and in-the
‘garden | could find no trace of any hidden trea-
sure or likelihood of such, : Ll

1 fell into greater despair than before. What
could 1 dot Upon one side my absolute’ cer-
tainty of baving tracked my man ; ou the other,
no earthly meaus of bringing home his: gnilt.
If T only had even sufficient ground to demand
a search through the rascal's house! but 'l had
not.  One afternoon I was. walking ‘up and
down my room considering, when the post
brought e o brief but concise-and decisive dis-
pateh from wy chief : S e

¢ Return inunediately, unless all matters are
in train. ~ Giveup. - Your presence here is neces:
sary.”’ . - R : .

This order was like a thanderclap in my ears.
My commanding ofticar was plainly - displeased
at my long.delay.  sShould I simply throw the
cards down or venture all on one trick this same
evening, 50 83 to be ready to depart” to-merrow,
at furthest 7 1 decided for the last alternative.

Twélve gentlemen sat in the town club:room,
My friend made one of them. - To his great sui-
prise, I sat down close to him-and began-to talk
a-little. Presently our nearest neighbor stood
up and departed to my great joy. I bent over
Bottcher now and  whispered that ] had-a
weighty matter to talk over with him,

“ What may it be 7" he inquired calmly,

““Yon believe [ am here as a lottery agent 1"

He nodded. e

“1 am not, however.. 1 have beensent. here
on detective basiness by the Pruwsian police
oftice.”.  Herr Bottcher took : this I'ﬁVt.‘.Ll(iOll
significantly.  On the instant he knew ot how
to compose his features.  He first drew in'his
face as if wighing to look astonished, and - then
he tried o smooth away all but supreme indif-
ference.  After a second or two, during which']
studied him as o serpent does’its prey; he said in
‘a constrained toney o T e :

* How dors that'concern e, pray, good sir1”
~4You have heard of :n. Widow: Friedow, from
whot a_lurge sum of woney has been stolen. |

“have come_ hero to hunt np the thief.. 1 have

got on the right track, - You, 1 kuow, are
related “to her, and concerned. in’ the property
she possesses as w probable helr.*” - o0 o
‘When I spoke thus | looked him straight into
the eyes. - They sparkled like those of an‘angry,
cat making ready to spring. BRI
*fAnd yon will arrest ine, 1 suppose 17’ he
gasped angrily. ’ e
I should have loved to seize him by the throat

then and there, shouting, -** In the nameo of  the

together, ~while one. cried, ¢ Why, Botteher, is.

to me of great worth. - Herr Bottcher thes: times.

OO URAPp

law.” - To this day I wonder how 1 restrained
mysell, but 1'did, .

“ How can you talk s0 ¥" I exclaimed calmly.
I ouly mean that you must help mie to bring the
criminul to justice, being, as you are, interested
in the inheritance.”’ ,

“CWith all the pleasure in life,”' he replied
heartily, “ 1 will do what 1 can. - But—what is
it you want of me 77 :

* Farly: to-morrow | will come to you. to cou-
sult over the matter, and we caun then decidé on
our proceedings.” :

Battcher «tcw o Jong hewth. o ¢ This s
most unfortunate,” he exclaimed. ‘1 have an
urgent- summeons, and must start from T
before  daybreak.  Perhaps 1 may even be
obliged to leave this evening. 1 owe a heavy
sum of Jnouey, and must appear: personally o

wy creditor, and demand further delay. 1 ean-
not wait.”
I eould scaree vestrain wy joy.  The game

had run his head right into my lasso @ only one
pull now, and the knot was lust.

“Don't trouble,” 1 said suietly.
by will do for me. [ shall
another week.,  When you
nnswer as well”

S Allright. 1 expect to return in & couple of
days,” he excluimed. ** HBut stay, one ques-
tion ! Is Dr. Miding mixed np in this affair 1+

* o vou know him "'

** By sight only.”

*“He will helpomie to identify the eriminal,” |
said, cooly looking full agein inte my com-
panion’s face, which took = horrible tintand ex-
pression now.

“Can be doso ¢

“lertainly.,  He saw the man, dressed like
a laborer, the morning after the roblery was
etlected.”’

“ Who was this ruflian "
breathlessly.

“ His name is— Ebbing -~ answered, at hage
hazard.

*“Fdon’t know hin,” was the reply to this.

3 daresay,” 1osaid 5 ** he oudy comes here at
times,"”

I rose now, broke off our conversation with
every appearance of confidencs, and departed,
having shaken Botteher by the hand, 1 went
stealthily to his liouse and waited. 1 haid been
there but about a quatter of an hour when a trap
dushed up to the door.  Rottcher sprang ont of
it, went tnside for a few winutes, and then reap.
peared, carrying something under his left arns.
As he got upon one side of the vehicle, 1 jnmped
upon the other, and seized hold of my game.
He made not the least resistance, hut sat like
one enchanted,

*“ Are those Fraa Friedow’s japers yeu have
under your arm 1" 1 inquired.

“* Yes, they are,” e replied, .

1 maide the conchman take us where 1 could

put the robberin safe keeping. ‘
D When a man s suddenly  discovered in a
eriwe, he.is sure to commit some piece of folly.
1 had reckoned upon this, snd was not out u
so dotng. My game hal literally walked into
my hand,aud I felt rewarded ut Jast for all my
trouble nnd disnppointing delavs, )
- Bottcher was senteneed to six years in the
house of cornetion. His coadjutors were net
eaught. Navissa Hosavo,

- R

By and
be in Teve for
come hack will

Botteher asked,

QUR CHENS COLUMN.

Nolutions to Problrmisentinbdy Corresypadent
willbedulyacknowledged .
TO CORRESPONDENTS!
JOW. S0 Montreal. —Lotter receivisd: Thuihs.

Student, Mimtreal, —Curreot solution receivmd ol Pag-
blem No, 424, .

N ATt s not yet finished,

I He - MoutrealwCorrect solution of Problem for
Yonug Players No, 021 reseived.

RO ML Sterbraoke, P~ Correct soititive recelved
of Problem :No. 234, ainag, of Problem for Youuyg Plavers,
No. 220, Jusolution ‘1o Problesn for Young  Players,
N, 219 Black's move shonld be Bomoves, o

- Weare gorry to hearthit the Westminster Pagers, one
of the most proniineot uf the Chess Jouruals of the day,
After n career of eleven years hina issned s $nnl num.
ber. . We rhall be umiong the punber on this Continent
who will greatly miss the sbondant fuod of chews intelli.
gence swhich it was wont to bring ncross the ocean every
month; #od we niust expross our wonder that at the prt:»
artit time, when the Ruyal grine has increared ite number
of voturies 1o nn extent whinh is, to xay the least of it
surprising, the amaleurs of the mother cunniry shiyld
not havs made Ao effort 1o contivue the existence of s
valuuble & ahers periodienl,

(From Land and Water.)

*. Wehava been requented to mention that Afeeb, de
scribed ne * The original world.famed Automnton Chews
Player,” has tuken ap his quarters ai the Hoyal Aynia-
rinm, o the gallery lutely vacated by Mephisto. o do-
ing o, we must point . out thnt wo = sitomston " chess
player s an inpossibility, aod we are therefore of uplpion
lhn; o chess playing Agure ought tv be deseribed as
such, )

{With reference to the above, weniay say that we huve
seen it stated that “ Kempeolen’s celebrated. Antomatoy
Chesspluyer was bronght to. Amerion in 1823, and afier
having been taken 1o severnl of the pilnoipal citien of
the U nited Btates, inally foand a resting place a1 Phily-
delphip, whers It was destroyed by the fire whieh cop-
sumed the musenm in whick [t wae kept, iu 1854, Ap
interesting aocount -of this Auvtumnton was wrilten by
the late Protessor (irorge Allen, of Philadelphin, whoso
Hbrary  of phess works was recently poticed in oug
Column,—CHees Eb. (1 1, News,}7 . : :

Me Jumes Muson is yet in Lomden, dobing well with
sine of the bost - players. . We bear 1hat the proposed
matol with Mr. Potter will uot inke place at present, 1t
Ia not unlikely that e Muson mny in a Jitile while aim
higher.
tbe play he s sxhibiting . now, visdicating the high
opiniun of his sirength expressed by his Awericuu

bnaokers belore the Parle tourney . -

Westmindler Piperssnys that My, Mason fs; by




