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lUaNING OP THEK T. JAMICS IHoTEL, MOTRIEAL.

On Tueisday morning last, about one u'clock, flaines were
discovered on the fourth flat of the St Jancs Hottl, on Vic-
toria Square, ln a part of the building near the laundry. The
alarn iwax at once given, and on the arrivai of the firemen a
hose was introduced up the building to attack the fire which
was then consumiuîîng the. staireasete leatding to h hififilthflatt,
wliere were situated thei sleping-rooins of the female portion
of thu hotel staff. Unfortunatcly the ie wa fondti to be
too short, and by the- tinie the defect had been rernliedL the
flames iad gained considerable licadway. H1ere another con-
treteips occurred ; the water wast for som unaccountable
reason stiidlenly turned off and! the men fonnd tht'nsellves
powerless to stop tihe advance of the 1inest. While the sttir-
ca4e was being consumed, three of the servant girls, see'ing
theirbopeofesctpl by this means cntoff tturned to the windows
and thiree of thein threw tiernmselves leadlong on the stidewalk,
where their fail was only partially broken by mattrasds and
othelir soft iiterial. They wero transported to the Gcneral
Ilospital wlhere they lie in a very precarionus state. Another
girl naned Matilde Saya, hung out fron the window, with
the points of lier feet ligthtly resting against the wall, and not-
withstanding the cries of th-ise below to drop lierself on the
nattrasses which lhald been spread bencath, renainel in this
perilotis position for ftully twenty minutes. Finally the fire-
vien succeeded in reaching lier and bringi ng hier down arnid
rounds tofcheers from the crowd. Thesescnes were cnacted
in the windows of the fifth flat facing Bonaventnre Street, On
the side facing the Square, a manil jiimpe'd down to the pae-
ment below, injuring himse'lf fatally. Seî'ral others were
injured in attempting to ese pe. T wo gentleimen in'ide lai-
ders of quilts, ibut in each case the ladder brcok'> and th'y fell
to theground Another g tentemn nmianaged to elibnit fron
one window to another, but finally slipp-e(d and tf,1l to tlhe
pavemltenît. Notwithstanding the best efforts of Lothe brig4de

thleyt were tunablet) ta stiv the progress of theil hmes, whiclh i-
tirelyv conu d lthe roof and the fourth and fiftli stories. The
fire was fnally checked by l oding the other stories.

MARDit--RtAsIN NEW OnLEANS.
In no city in A nerica, save New Orleans, is the systenatirc

observance of Mardi-Gras, or Shrove Teisdav, kept nup. iThe
geniality Of the climate and the peculilar doispoition uf th

pople combine to rendler the Carnival festiviti's particularly
Pejyable, and especially tu one who has passeid most Of his
lit- in the' North, where the old winds andI th ice and snow
of winter woll precile any such otuoor observanc-'.

it has uîsu allybee th etstoun for individual mak'd and
disguised ai thiir fancv ruiglt d ictate, to pronmenitadt the

princi pal streets dturing tiie day-time, but this yar ail were
invited into a grand street paceant, ider com t!tt ofI His

3tajty " Rex," who represents an association if gentlemen,
organ d !for the piurpose of rend'ring iitesti'iti Ultre
attra eti\c. " Rex," is a despotie Monarch, and all othe'r forms
of gttV.ernIme'nut were subordinated to him for tht'e day alon.
Areopnitinied Iyt a numuIerotus deitacmteC t ft troops to the
numýrbe-r of some thotan i llifnrcvlyadati-y

arid a nirand!uniftrned itntastic miiiniir, andtv fllowa b
tit in nrati tirong o intrlker t on foot, O hreb' k and

in larriags, the- King iiitrchl tIthrough Lt pritcipa trth
tol the g Lreat dlcainand ani uen f his lova! ujc.
Th- utiîost goa hulmour and lic8-ne pril, andi th 1yv

beer vnce's wert said 'erv1t m1ch to resel4' hls' of lin
and Velice.. lisi Maje-sty signiizAt! tii e- of his re'iztn iby
a gr.nd bail at the Expositin iiiling which wl erm i
wiîth thet ire and beautv( if the Crescent citY itiy a in ' îcountre
at large.

A soon as nizit fel! 1 leIx" tîrtneit'd over hiis p'twer t
"Comt 'who froi time immetimoiî'tîriaîi lias lt -nI theXm 'ari

Of .\Mardi-Gras iglt. The MYstiek Kr'wc ofu Con'ttits iîmlon
lben at faturi' of New Orleians, and its atbility is word-whhe.
It is alio cîimposed oft iiner of g'ntm nkntwn to
thli public, who ainitall vrepre nt iby a strteet paieî'at im.1an1'
hitOricîal Or allegorical l je't'l. The ispas are magilt m,

anLild th costiiues are al l imported fro inParis, wlt-ret t'hey art
mlatnufactured expriesly for th'. ros.Thle tcod o(f veidis4-

play is estimated at $ci oittO, i ii1i imain that i. irteLîr ndil'i''r
thait iovter th' mark.1 Th Krewe' apar tto sou by stret sud -

deniy, ititi without any warnin, in a brilliantly li ttil pro-
'essioin, and afttr parading as dlid< '' Rex' the prini plI strets,

go ti thiie Varieties Theatr'e, where t se'ri's o<f tabbax ispre-
sentei, combinig ail the iures that hit'v aptard iin the
proce'ssioi. hli.,pariti'tte of the theiatre i.s lortd t'over, and
the tableaux over, forms an immeinsit platformn, where daning
is kept up till ain early houîr ini tie tmorning.

lT' subiljtct clostie tufor repre'sentation this year is tlhe
Mising Links in, Da.îrwin's Origii of Speicies," and repr'sent-

e'd e've'rv sort of nimal adtt v'g'tble life fram the Spge to
tie orilla, the lottest to th li ighest. Eaeh tte (tlt'rt.
vere about a htîndred in all) was a perfect repre'entatio o

the animal or plant intended to lei show aind coild be ri
cognizei iat a glance. The paigeant was brilliantl tly îlighteid 1
wiith laml ps, aml transparenliis heariig ail necessary informia
tion'were carrieil by atte'iants. The illustration give' n i
taken frin Chartr's street looking across Canatlstreet to St
Charte. thlei tbannters s'een hanging fromu tihe buildings art
the t'vial Standardu of the King of the' Carnival.' T Sta:ie it
the foregrouind is the Clav' Sttatul, ne f the liniarks o
Ni-w )rle'ans Ail the ptiblie buildings are' illumiiinatedit, an
a crow'd e'stiiat'd at a liundred thiaotidthrongs tite str(eets

Th, isp ltai togtheig'r is a niost timaginiiicenition tnid wii
long be re bere by those who liai the good tortiti t
witness it

Ail the tl'atr's are turnled into a ll-rooIs for the niight
and every pubic hall ilIgagid. All with the exc'lption o
theI My;sticlk Krew' andtiht of Rx are taskeil, and mirt
anit rtvelri, hold high carinival, til! itayiIght is l"t in uipol
the revellers. Tihcii msie istiousn'ss tati it
carnivai is over and that for forty diis and iiglits thtre ni h
bet an etiforced abstinence from pleasu,

Take i t aill tot.ether thle festivities of this var have le
niost; plensant. Maii'ny ne' features have been introtiued, anla

of the ten of thous.idi of stranigers whiio gathered togethe
probitli y tnt one lias left whoaslit4 l t during his stay beel.
lheartily lelasel, and will carry awaybwith hima jiyouts ru
collection of New Orleans and its Mardi-Glras.

On another page is given in full a poemî pttblislied by th
Mystick Krewe explanatory of the various characters who too
part in thu procussion.

TitE SESSItN.

We reproduce under this head! several sketches by our spe-
cial artist at Ottawa illustrativo of the formIl opening of Par-
liainent, No Il. (No. I of the series wats given lait week)
shows the arrival of iH. E. the Governor-General at the Grand
Entrance of the Parliment Building ; No. Iii the entrance
of the tConttitess of Diiffrini in the Sentu Chamnber, and the
entrance of the Governor-General ; and on the last page are
several timaller sketches which wu gronp as Ni. IV. In one
of these latter Mr. Biack Rît! Kimber the n'tn of the black
silk stockings, of the rod of eqtnlly s'ombre hue, of the silver
btuckles an.! other ptculiar app-inmets"-so a contemporary
calls hiim-i8 seen inviting the attendance of the faithful Com-
mons in ie Senat Chamb-r. Anoth-r sketch shows the re-
sIlt of the invitation-the helter-skelter rush through ithe

Library to the Senatu Chamber.

TtE snti'LtA ERYTHaRmLt.

This engraving may have a particular interest at the time
of the ",L'ait of tIhe Annunciation, as It is maintained by some
ancient writers that Erythroea predicted the Annutinciation.
IL represents one of the Sibyls on the Sistine Chape! ceiling,
of which there are five-'ersica (Persia), Erythroea (The Red
Sea), Delphica (1) 2 ), Ctumana (Cuinea) and Libyca (Libyi),
out of the ten nentioned by Varro, the historian, wtîo lived
above a century b'fore Christ, and st'tes that tiir naines
were derived friom thiet locality of th'ir habitations. TheSibyls
are ieatIhen prophetesses, who figure in the scheme of Christiau
iconography as having pred!icted the coming of Christ to the
Gentils, as Ithe Pr'phtets did to the Jews. The Christian
conrnuuuity early conc"rnedl itself with sp->cuulation't regard-
ing the predictions of the Sibyls and their claims to respect.
St. Jerome, Eusebius, St. Cleinent of Alexandria and St.
Augustii-', pritouinçci theni to hav> becen intisired by divine
grace. Inl the fourth ecloguc of Virgil there is a passage
helieved to have been sutggestei by i Sibylline traiition, that
thî"ir power of tor'see'ng the advent of Christ is sought to be
established. IL is thus translated :--l The first age of the
Cmtnetn soni now apprn:hs : the great series of ages bi-ins

agin now returns the Virgin (Astrana), now return the
Saiturnian Kingdoms ;now a ncw progcny is sent fron hi-ght
hîeavent. Hi but propitiouts, clhiste Lucini, to the boy at his
birth, throngi woun tithe iron ige will tirst ceise, and the
goldetn ag. îlhwn on the wtorldl." The belieftof the R>miunt
Catholi u- rchi in thi testi'ony of the SibyI Tibutrtina who
informedtiie Eumperor Aîuutus thit a fIbre'w child should
be horun w'ho wuu!d l'e rler over the iminortal gio l tlhcn-
selves, it sihown by the well known hyrnu, saidL to hive bee'n

campoid by P.;p innocent tif. at the cloe of the 13th
century, be4'ginning with te verse-

S ' s t'ii t. titi .
Tt t-ii'i ," tlt titi iiu.

" It miv b" inferrd," s-y on" of the authors of the Hlis-
tory ofour 'lrd as exemplitid in works of nart, "'that this hymn,

adm uitt"'d! into tii littirgy' vt the Pira)min Church, g'.vc na tionî
to th" adIoption of Siyivls inuto Ciiristian Ar- T y are se"n
from thi tim atcmpny'ing tthe ropht an An ptls in tithe

Ccildecorations. of the Church-iLither -enviroing lthe
arch of tie prialiil 1 p irtil. or ornaentiinn t st'Lls in the
choir, or im I forth in the paintel IC; G 'tto C un-
pni ait F'loreuce show' the Sbyls wih Pph'ts ti! 1tri-
a .s o is Liird tier; G'iberti's bronz 'Il-trs coatain tIeir
grac-fu i l ires in tih" fram 'wark of te ubijt on tii Il AY

Hue at Lori'tto, the'y statn in couiipl's: ai I1in 'ote
chrh tIty lIav-' sprte chapt' tt th'ir nn 0r. On t''

ce.iline ,of thioel Sisin cChaipAl!" Michael -1Anz -li, has m rle the
Prlopht and the Sibyl.-s tto firm a iganitic fram'w'rkt roun'

ti,- ujt of te creation. of which th' - rth of Eve, a, til
typ' oif tht N-Ltivity, is th intentionttl-tre.

TiE LORE 'OFlTilE i'I.EDAR.

No. IL-Tus Axs,'c:car: x.

Tht' holdin of anviverry diys for tstivity an 'rej-icingu
is by novt m'ns ictuliaLr to rieveali r'lizioi. It Nuil-t ap-

par a prt:ti 'teq'u i h-lonlang tot htil h of all a ,

eith'r for p'iic'l or reigi ou putrpi ir for tiie purpoe o

celebrati t>ntriutmphs over e'nemie,, or tf prtmotintg bth
m-'nt'ii and b'>lily exeriss amnit g tii''t pIpl'. it' anci'nt

woribi orf Gree' and Rm 11.w%; nolorioi' fr its birnte of
iayst of festivitv. In the history tif the Athe-'niaiins we ar'

conistantly hearinIItg of th' Ar.temia, a feait in htonuiir of th'ir
goddes Diiaa; the Dtnytia, in honour of Bhichius the

ElIusitnia, in hltonour of Cerce: and the Painathenco--in honour

of Ntit'rvat. Wile in ancient Rt' the 'd a Cerealia
andI Stunai:iliaî are well-kimtnown Lo al clatiticai reider. Th

Mohimmtdn:s alo niv their featut of victimîs, e,lebirated in
f tii last month of their year atti th'.ir feast of tirai, and

l vituld îtt lhi riglit to say, as som" pnrnu have, said
- thit ti' ta't of tItis uiv'rl pirev'tine of f'stivali tay

s aiongu' tthi aititi ias an argum'nt alin.t irs bco:ninga a
eItutotm for Christians.

ILtiial safely be said thai this g'neral prevalence of holy
ni tyivs, daytsflenity and rejoicinie i to bc derivd from it

f o timon sou' Whit it we i in i l i vWrit? Tie an-
nuail ftest of thi Passover, in meimtory of te iteipartire' of th

, children of Isr lt out ofigypt ; the featît of the Pentecost
ita 'ommemorate the deliverant of th, law to Moseson Mont

i Sinai ; the ft'nt of Trumpets. ttouc orate te bginntin
of the year, and mtany o thers. TheHly!vt Evangelists record

, thit ur led Lord,when on earth, sanctionedl theti se o
f thes' ft hy his Iresetice. and at onue of tthen. the Pantorer

hl ho b'cami or sacritice and aton ent etifor sin, first instttutituti
St feast fir Cthiristitî> in its piace, and then, by dying, becom

t' i its fitliua"ltlm t an! and titivpe,
t With us, in Ciri-.tiitn iturch's, Easter Day taks the plac

ofthet dssor ttl Wit Suiliay the place o P-ntecot
n The mn.emîory if iiartyrs ittsem in the Primitive Church, t
di have bteen a iniiit of t peuliar r'igiois devotio. " [it ori

'r ginal of these days," say5 litîtutîng , Ilis at least as carly is tii
tn tim oi Poltiy'arp, who stffered about the year i(S. Tertulh1liai

. aso speaks of these anni versary festivahs. St. Cyprian an.
St. Chrysstom alinde to thent ind also to the ftact hit th

e loly Euicharist was celebrated, and that alms and oblation
k were offered for the poor.

Enlough ltîhasbeen sai! to show that therels the authority o

Scripture for the celebration of these holy- days. Tte old
Fatherit of the Church, and the ishopg since the Reform'tion
sanction the ciustom. St. Chrysostom beautiftully says : " Wu
are met on these holy festivals, not to praisI', ltit to imiiate ;
not to be htearers otf the encoiiums, but folloiwers of their
worthy actions. Therefore if any onc would praisc theo mar-
tyrs, let him imitate the martyrs ; if any ont-. would give the
champions of religion their jItt enconiumî, l)et him eintulate
their laboutrs." The imaginative J-remy TaIr, aii ti,
t judicioutis" lHookr, two of the most eminent divincs of the
Church of England, sp'eak with no uincertat soutnd. The
former says : îThe m.,monrits of the Saints are prcaîiîî'îs ta
God, and therefore they ought also to hi" to ts,; an'i such
p"rsons who serve God by hoIy livinz, inlutstriusi iprereibing,
and- religiouis dying onght to Iavt tieir nams peserved in
ionour, and Gol bu- gloritiedi in thm, and tiir holi y lives
and doctrines puliilshed andT iitate." 'The latter till more
strongly says : " Touching these festival d'ys which w now'
observe, their number being no way felt discommodiots to
the connnonweathi, and thetir grounîtds such as htithcrto htve
been sliowed, what r'maitiînti but. to keei tthmrn thrtiti.uhio it
all generations holy, severed by manift'st not's iof difference
from other tiies, adorncti with that which most m'Ly betoken
true virtuous and caestiail jjy."

Bath thet Roman and tht' Angli 'an Churches have pro-
nottncedl wha.t thest feitivails or holy dts shall be, and how
they shall b' obiturvid.

Wheiatly gives the following accotint of th retention tf
these days in our calen Iar : -Il Th reaions why thr nion -f
tihese sintts-davs and holy-d'ltys w-r tresumitd into ithe calen.

t] ir are variitus. S-an' of th"m b-'inî g ratain Ion r.cout tof
our courts of jslitice, which usilly make th'ir retuns an
these days, or else upont the day's ber or after thm. w'Iich
are called in tht writs Vigil, Fest, or Crast. as in Vigi.-rriin,
Fest-.I'rin, Cratuý-Jl'truan, and the like. Others are proib,'bly
kept for the sake of such trade.smnt'n, hin licraftsm'i'n, and
otiers, as are wont to celebrate th- memory of theair tutelar
saints, as ithe Wls tn t of St. D ii ; the Englishr'n St.
G"ortge ; thei Scotceira 'n St. Andlrew' ; tht frishmni St ?atrirk;
the sh-oemaikers St. Crispiti. And azain, chuttrcel.s biin d--
dicaïLted to soine or other of titese satints it ha-ts be- ilh, isa!
custom iin such places to hiavie waks or fairs kp' on tilo-

daiys, qo tha'ît tht' people woiihl prali i bl hitbspc ad. if
either in this or th, former caie- tlir trourit- stnt's mLm-
sthuldtit liet t tf the t na'r. Be-iId:t. Lh'histori"C w ie
were writ bcfor th-' R-form tion d' fr-qinly p"ak tif tan-
actions happenintg upo -suh a huy-I y, or abatI suah a
time withott mentioning the nti, r-ti0g an, thin to bc
done at Lma-Ti'-ind anth' br -ai'ut M;rtîi-: 'r
Michal-Mas, &c , sa that were these nam's quit kft onot, w
might be at a oss to know when .s2eeri ofthii "s>tr'n4actiotins
happened."

Shakepeare takes advintaz of tie custom in bis plays.
Instance' R'mo ai J-liet, Ac, I.. S:. 3 :

"Sh isud il-. H wlonig iil, it nw

Tao , l)imixe-T ide
I y tutd.-A f .r:in:ht an it, 1-1 d.y.

n ti"M rr- .vtt'. o X 'it. far.tr. in t .
Comh 't1h 5 :

W,ýr, of an e-E a i V: o
Sh';litre !lt a

oIlnthM rr Wi' W ofn WinrArtct.. c .S. i
Aener- hV 't1ut1, it Ttn ar Ri ni h-r r o ht

im e R :ofni't.1 t' W- hy dv. i y î-'I o land it in A
trt' n - tt pon' Allit i a ti' t r ittît a''

In -enry IV, Pat I..Act U SL . 4 n i

Again, how onitt' it is for pliople in every ranr'k ta] T ifato,
rfer p!iutcivent 't t-Catr sy, Mt'Ih Cr--m

tut-;t>'k iîn'i tilî~- i reLt- L'i-I me-fit is n, Il T V ~'irt
litaîl If -liI- t'sieutti'Ar'4iGu i!lati'V:.ii î-'

nttr iti 711ht-'r tii L tiixe, Wi a n- i qJ illa- oIbtca'T h- i u. t of
ht liAiaitic' itoni itt in-it ia reat f 'sU va! tifM -i th

l s.l'ilnt nou 'Atri gît-.> îii-'. iti lad h 4 iti Çu rn g' .-

t ii,' oft-goofltuit tii" Aiîuii)uth -itit
itaiii ip [T tit i lu l r.<ii' *\G iuil i l luu, -u-t th. It''t

noelint ith miîr rati h XtCttfa.Iith i 'ttet.a-ith,'t-
Lari ni'aît(If w S eve r ii, rr-I LitIl E3 , - t u tîkcpt-ti if

r he"n ta t (. t h I 'as tii ' t L .)tif L ! tn i L lE tli' t'-
ailthis. sflii, tlîîui.iutak' RIS hum-mu uvii.t uvot h - nsluit it -r

t o w.niî âhttittr itti -'ii ouîllî i's irsIl-ai l. t ttliî l
trt'wGi vsci'I LIa!uih. suotl,, i bear l I F ioittî tpaIk th-1
lwa- tiftir htwt-GDo aur 1i 1.wiý

l li t e gs iole dan tif tH I.-, hiiv ii utn,'h. il rezt, th it r.
Il O tr!iut Li-intîtti>. t l tha, w'.' t wia ti Iltt'lrp~sutuII

I f i-u thulcitîriat, tiieVi ni ti ar IIt sinwt it -! n-,

In th i ca'u it' it' na fti he lt t'u z du I , w> . a it i r a ii

0t frfln liiu a sîptt ut-outut'I i' *nlutrd.-luî ot a lt ttio

ii'.f 1t rintirî'ia itra > the it t -I l uit 't' th - lit' 1  i rt 'n-
- lunti-t a ttitv ,I t't tstbit oiaz. Th- igl ' i'ir tilliii'' V. r:i:

t la tue t,"erk ter'.' c1 îoît'.i, lh-'rt i a-.1 tt"utî'-ttt 'i! ý itt
etrot pnitta f uit lithîit v''ra ii>a wti'lIt' >Aat
I- Vi-nriui îa s- f,)Ilt n i, '!. li i'ul.tu l tbi s i t' l t!i ih .'cth-
t Ar îttitc ra tan 'en z"', i I ,îfýi I ut .CSîth ý-Ii lt,'t i's >atti

thî I i, te i'rk hît-tw iot-i ,ati.î ac ia t ttItd c tr'" '-
Ston îîuîî't ii oft' ta'htti '. b"lt"s a lîttin 'u 'i it a i

If- whicii rer titua î's îstia m i CwItholctutit ot St;itit,'titt*

ta Stîttît> of ths' it tîth-stii' th onloit seîiut>.<f iiti
-' ant-it n iteu r i olot h aiivo I . tt tt ile a,111 i tteuî init

i- w ih lc t'titties ttî'oîuî t ltn 'r iatttsanlIieith t 'ltutf liio fith-'ut

'I, SIn of e:i'ttiit"hurhss tiretite atd tiscil'tii ni> of "îi

tl titre suhott Iif thit i>01t(if thvîir pow"er sitiffietit offerin'g in
t! the ctitse oif('t-I l;-%A pirit, wn',t -s y in pîas'inzwhicblu ý
le not tiitouetht'r 'xti uit iii Euglani i n vtir tîav, juitrti tuu toat
is ,the tnuer of fine <l,! pansu citirches and ttiacural,. whicli

bave buictanuti tire now being nîtîtt careftily, fiiihfuliy, and
if thorougl>'restored.

I


