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Maren 22; 1873.

Ony @lnsteations,

BURNING OF THE BT. JAMES HOTEL, MONTREAL.

On Tuesday morning last, about one o'clock, flames were
discovered on thue fourth flat of the St James Hotel, on Vie-
toria Square, in'a part of the building near the laundry, The
alarm wag at once givea, and on the arrival of the firemen a
hose was introduced up the building to attack the fire which
was then consuming the staircase lending to the fifth tlat,
where were situated the slieping-rooms of the female portion
of thy hotel staff,  Unfortunately the hose was found to be
too short, and by the time the defect had been remedied the
flames had gained considerable headway,  Here another con-
tretemps oceurred ; the water was for gome unacconntable
reason suddenly turned off and the men found themsslves
powerless to stop the advance of the flames.  While the stuir-
case was being consumed, three of the servant girls, seving
theirhope'of escupe by this means cut off turned to the windows
and three of them threw themaelves headlong on the sidewalk,
where their fall was only partially broken by matteasses and
other soft material, ‘They wers transported to the General
Hospital where they e in a very precarions state,  Another
girl nnmed Matilde Saya, hung out from the window, with
the points of her fect Jightly resting against the wall, and not-
withatanding the cries of those below to drop herself on the
mattrasses which had been spread beneath, remained in this
perilous position for fully twenty minutes,  Finally the fire-
men aucceeded in renching her and bringing her down amid
rounds of cheers from the crowd. These scenes were enacted
in the windows of the fifth flat facing Booaventnre Street, On
the side facing the Square, £ man jumped down to the pave.
ment below, injuring himself futally. Several others were
injured in attempting to ¢rcepe. T'wo gentlemen made Jad-
ders of quilts, but in each case the Iadder broke and they fell
to the ground  Another gentleman managed to climb from
one window to another, but finally slippsd and (el to the
pavement.  Notwithstanding the best etforts of the brigade
they were unable to stay the progress of the limes, which en-
tirety consumed the roof and the fourthand fifth stories. The
fice was finnlly checked by flooding the other stories.

MARDI-GRAS IN NEW ORLEANS,

In no city in America, save New Orleans, is the systematic
observance of Mardi-Gras, or Shrove Tuesday, kept up,  The
geniality of the climate and the peenliar disposition of the
prople combine to render the Carnival festivities particolarly
cojayable, and egpecially to one who has passed most of hig
Jit in the North, where the cold windx anid the ice and snow
of winter would precinde nny such outdoar obervances,

It has usually been the custom for individuals, masked and
disguised as their fancy might dietawe, to promeaad: the
principal streets during the day-time, but this year all were
invited into a wrand street pageant, nnder command of His
Majecty « Rex,” who reprexents an association of gentlemean,
onganizod for the purpoie of rendering the festivitie more
attractive, ¢ Rex i3 a despotic Monarch, and all other forms
of government were subondinated to him for the day alone,
Accompanied by a numerous detrchment of troops to the
number of rome thousand inall, infantry, cavaley and artitiery,
armed and uniformed in a fantastic maaner, and followed Ly
an innumerable thronyg of maskers on foot, on horseback and
in earringer, the King marched throuch the principal strects
to the vreat delectation and amusement of hiz loval subjecrs,
The utmost good humour and ficense prevailed, and the day
obrervances were snid very much to resemble those of Roans
and Venice.  His Majesty stgnalized the close of his reign by
a grand ball at the Exposition Bailiding, which wis crowded
with the dite and beauty of the Crescent city and the omntrey
at large.

As goon as night fell ¢ Rex” turned over hix pawer to
Womua,”" who from time immemorial has ben the Monarch
of Mardi-Gras night,  The Mystivk Krewe of Comus has onyg
been a feature of New Orleans, and its ability is world-wide:
1t ix alzo composed of 4 namber of gentlemen unknown to
the public, who annunlly represent by a street pageant some
bistorical or allegorical subject, The displays are magmiticent,
and the costumes are all imported from Paris, where they are
manufactured expresely for the pacpase. The co<t of vach dis-
play iz estimated at 30004, aud T imagine thatis vathor unmder
than over the mark. The Keewe appenr on some by street sued-
denly, and without any warning, in a brilliratly fighted pro-
cession, and after parading as did # Rex,"” the principal streets,
%0 to the Varieties Theatre, where a series of tableanx is pre.
sented, combining all the fizures that have appeared in the
procession, The parquette of the theatre i3 floored over, amd
the tableanx over, forins an immense platform, where dancing
is kept up till an varly hour in the moruing.

The snbject chosen for representation this year is the
 Miseing Links in Darwin's Ocigin of Species,” and represent-
ed every sort of animal and vegetable life from the Sponge to
the Gorilla, the lowest to the highest. Fach ficure, (there
were about a hundred in all) was a perfect representation of
the animal or plant intended to be shown aud conld be re.
cognized at a glance, The pageant was brillinntly lighted up

with lamps, and transparencies beariug all necessary informa--

tion were carried by attendants, 'The illustration given is
taken from Uhartres street Jooking across Canal street to St
Charles, The banoers seen banging from the bnildings are
the Royal Standard - of the King of the Carnival, The Statuein
the foreground is the Clay Statue, one of the lindmarks of
New QOrleans.  All the publie buildings are illaminated, and
a crowd estimnted at a hundred thousand throngs the streets,
The dizplay altogether ix a8 most magnificent one, and wiil
long be remembered by those who had the good tortune to
witness jt,

Allthe theatres are turned into bLall-rooms for the night,
and every public hall ix engaged, AU with the exception of
the Mystick Krewae and that of Rex are masked, and mirth
mand revelry hold high carnival, till daylight is let in wpon
the revellers.  Thein comes the ennseiousness that the
carnival iz over and that for forty davsand nights there must
be an enforced abstinence from pleasure,

Tuake it all together the festivities of thiz year have been
most plensant,  Many new features have been introduced, and
of the tens of thousands of strangers wha gathered together

probably not one has left who has not during his stay been.

heartily” plensed, and will carry away with him n joyous re.
collection of New Orlenns and its Mardi-Gras,

On another page is given in full & poem published by the
Mystick Krewe cxplaoatory of the various charactere who took
part in the procession. . : : :

CANADIAN TLLUSTRATED NEWS,

THE  BESBION.

We reprodnce under this head savornl skatches by our spe.
cial artist at Ottawa illustrative of the formal opening of Par-
Hament, NoIlL - (No. I of theseries was given Inst week)
shows the arrival of H. E. the Governor-General st the Grand
Entrance of the Parliament Building ; No, III the entrance
of the Countess of Daflarin in the Senate Chamber, and the
entrance of the Governor-General ; and on the last page are
several smaller sketches which wogronp as No, IV, In one
of there Intter Mr. Black Rod Kimber ¢ the mnn of the black
sitk stockingy, of the rod of equally sambre hue, of the silver
buckles and other peculiar appointments”—son contemparary
cnlls him—is seen inviting the attendance of the faithful Com-
mons in the Senat: Chambzr.  Anoth :r wketch shows the re-
sult of the invitation——the helter-skelter rush through the
Library to the Senate Chamber,

THE SIBVLLA ERYTHR@EA,

Thiz engraving may have a particular interest at the time
of the Fzast of the Ananaciation, a3 it is maintain:d by some
ancient writers that Erythreen predicted the Annuaciation.
It represents one of the Sibyls on the Sistine Chanel ceiling,
of which there are five—Persica (Persin), Erythrea (The Red
Sea), Da2lphica (D lo3), Camann (Cumaa) and Libyea (Libya),
out of the ten mentioned by Varro, the historian, who lived
above a centory bofore Christ, and states that their pamess
were derived from the locality of their habitations, ‘The Sibyls
are heathen prophetesres, who figure in the scheme of Christian
iconography as having predicted the coming of Christ to the
Gentiles, as the Prophets did to the Jews. "The Christian
community eacly concernsd itself with sprculations regard-
ing the predictions of the Sibyls and their claims to respect.
St. Jerome, Eusebius, St. Clement of Alexandrin and St.
Auguitin:, pronounced them to have been inspired by divine
grace. In the fourth eclogue of Virgil there iz a passage
believed to have baen sniggested by a Sibylline tradition, that
their power of foresoving the advent of Christ is sought to be
cstablizshed. Tt is thus translated :—4 T'he first age of the
Cumean song now approarhes: the great series of azes bagins
ngain; now returns the Virgin (Astret), now retura the
Saturnian Kingdoms: now a nsw prozeny is sent from hizh
heaven,  Be but propitions, chaste Lucina, to the boy at his
birth, throngh wnom the iron age will first ceasse; and the
golden awge dawn on the world” The belief of the Roman
Cntholic Church in the testimony of the Sibyl Tiburtina who
informed the Kmperor Augustus that a Hebrew child should
be born who would be raler over the imortal gols them-
selves, i shown by the well known hyman, said to have buen
composed by Popr Innocent Lil. at the close of the 13th
century, beginning with the verse—

Diea {rae, dire ifla,
Nepat s wm in furilla,
Tosta Drvid cum Nubttla,

4TIt may be inferred,” s1ys one of the authors of the His-
tory ofour Lordasexemplifizd in works of art, ““that thishymn,
admittzd into the Jliturgy of the Romaa Chareh, gavs sanstion
to the adoption of Sibyts into Christian Art. Tawy are seen
from this tims aceompanyving the Prophets and Apnstlesin the
Cyelical decorations of the Church—ither environing the
arch of the principad portsl, or ornamenting the stalls in the
choir, or imeed forth 1a the paiated glasz”  Glatto’s Cun-
panile at Fiorence shows the Sibyls win Peopliets and Patrie
wiohs on its thind tier; Ghiberti's bronz-s doors contin their
praceful figres in the framawoark of the subjocts; onthe Holy
House at Loretto, they stand in couplex: and in some
chnrehes they bave separate chapals to their nonanr, On the
ceiling of the @ Statine Chapal” Michael Ang-lo has mauds the
Prophets and the Sibyls to form a gigantie framowark round
the subjects of the creation, of which the Birth of Kve, as the
type of the Nativity, is the intentional centre,

{ Woeisten e e Canadiaa fiuagear t Nere]
THE LORE OF TilE CALENDAR,
No. L—Tur Ayxvseiarion.

The holding of anniversiey davs {or festivity and vejoicing
is by no means peealiae to ravealed eolizion, Tt wounlt ap-
pear a prectice equally bolonsiar to hoathens of all aues,
either for politioal or relivious purpnsas, or for the purpose of
eelebrating teiamphs over enemies, or of promoting both
mental and bolily exercises among the people. The ancient
world of (reece and Rome was notorions for its ohservance of
days of festivity. In the history . of the Arthenians we are
constantly heaving of the Artemisia, a feast in honour of their
goddess Diana; the Dionysia, in honour of Bacchus: the
Eleusinia, in houour of Cerer ; and the Panathenaa, in honour
of Minerva,  While in ancient Roame the Matronalia, Cerealia,
and Saturnalis are well-known to all classieal readers. The
Mohammedans also nave their feast of vietims, colehrated in
the Iast month of theie year: and their feast of Bairam, and
others,

It wonld not be right to say, a3 some persons have said,
that the fast of this universal prevalenee of festival days
among the heathen is an argnmoent aginst its becoming a
custom for Christians, .

It may rafely be said that this general prevalence of holy
days, days of solemnity and rejoicing iz to be derived from one
common souree,  What do we find in Holy Writ? The an-
nual feast of the Passaver, in memory of the departure of the
childron of lseasl out of gypt; the feast of the Pentecost,
to commemorate the deliverance of the law to Noses on Mount
Kinai; the feast of Trumpets, to commemorate the beginning
of the yvenr;and many others.  The Holy Evangelists record
that our blessed Lord, when on enrth, sanctioned the use of
these feasts by his preseace, and at one of them, the Paseorer,
he beemine onr sacritice anid atonement for sin, first instituting
it feast ©ar Christings in ity plaee, and then, by dying, becom-
ing its fultilment amd antitype,

With us, in Christian churches, Easter Day takes the place
of the Passover, and- Whit Sunday the place of P.ontecost,
The memaory of martyrs seems,in the Primitive Church; to
have been a point of peculiar religious devotion, © @ The ori-
ginal of these days,” says Bingham, ¢ iz at least agearly as the
tiwme of Polyearp, who snffered about the year 168, Tertullian
also mpeaks of these anniversary festivals,  8t. Cyprian and
St. Chrysostom allude ‘to. them, and alvo to the fact that the
Holy Euchurist was celebrated, aud that alms and oblations
were offered for the poor. o

Enough has been said to show that there is the authority of

Seripture for the celebration of these holy days, The old
Fathers of the Church, and the Bighops since the Reformation
sanction the custom. 8t. Chrysostom beautifully says: “ We
are met on these holy festivals, not to praise, but to imitate ;
not to be hearers of the encomiums, but, followers of their
worthy actions. Therefore if any one would praise the mav-
tyrs, let him imitate the martyrs; if any one would give the
champions of religion their just encomium, let him emulate
their fabours,” The imaginative Joremy Taylor, and the
tjudicions” Hooker, two of the most. eminent divines of the
Church of England, spuak with no uncertain soitnd. The
former says : ¥ The memories of the Saiuts are precinas to
God, and therefore they ought also to be to ux; and such
prsons who serve God by holy living, industrious preaching,
and religious dying onght to have their name=s preserved in
honour, and God be glorified in them, and theic haly lives
and doctrines published and imitated”  The latter still more
strougly gays : ¢ Touching these fustival days which we now
obaerve, their number being no way felt discammodions to
the commouwealth, and their grounds such as hithecto have
been showed, what remaineth but to keep them thronghoat
all generations holy, severed by manif:st notes of difference
from other times, adorned with that which most may betoken
true virtuous and celestial joy.”

Both the Roman and the Anglizan Churchez have pro-
nounced what thess festivals or holy daya shall be, and how
they shall be obierved.

Wheaatly gives the following acconnt of the retention of
these days in our calendae :—¢ T'he reasons why the nvne of
these siint's-days and holy-days wer.: resumed into the calen-
dar are variousd, Some of them bzing retained on neconut of
our courts of justice, which usually make their retarns on
these days, or clse upon the days beforz or after them. which
are called in the writs Vigil, Fest, or Crast, as in Vigil-V.irtin,
Fest-Martin, Crast-Martin, and the like. Others are probably
kept for the sake of such tradesmen, han licraftsm-n, and
others, as are wont to celebratz the memory of their tutelar
saints, &3 the Welshmen do of 5t. David ; the finglishmen St
George ) the Scotchmen St Andrew ; the [rishmaen St Patriek;
the shoemakers St. Crispin.  And azain, churchas being Qo-
dicated to some or other of these suints it has besn the nsual
custom in such placzs to have wakes or fairs kep? on thoss
days, so that the people wonld probibly b dispieased, if
cither in this or the formar cuse their tavoarite saint's name
should belafront of the calendar, Besides, the historizg wihie?
were writ befors the Reformation do reqancddy speak of trans.
actions happening upon such a holy-duy, or abont suzh »
time withont mentionin:g the month, r:latiag ons thing to be
done at Lammaz-Tide—aad anothr a’wvut Martiu-3-0 or
Michael-Mas, &c, so that were these names quit: 12t oat, we
mizht be at a ioss to know when ssvaral of th:se transactions
happened.”

Shakespears takes advantaze of the custom in his plavs.
Instance Rom=2o and Jaliet, Act 1., 8,2 ¢

Nursge, —Seniking of Jalfet,;
wshe i ot S fiow long is it uow

To Leomoag-Tale ?
Teuly Capudeli—A fortnizht and oedd sday s,
Nurse,—¥ven or aobl, of 2l davsin the yoar
Come Lo Lo
St and e, — i
Wors of an age, .~ "3 40
Khe was (oo gond for nye !
Tn the Morey Wives of Windsor, Act T, 80 1

i Boat of RIUISe ab ot vot, hava

Stender—=You have ot

you v
Simplo.— Dok of 20 2owhy bl yorr onor toad it o A
Shorteax - apon AHlloentes st a et il

Michactiness ?
In Henry IV, Pact L., Act 11, Sc. 4

Prinee °

~TLow 0"} art thon, Franed
Froucig—Letms sees Abaat Michaeimas next § sl Lo

Again, how common it is for prople in every rank of life to
refor past events to Ladv-Doy, Michvlmas, Coarisimes,
Whitsuntide, or Exster-tide.  Awd azain, the Ly and Uni.
varsity Torms in Enzland are Lent, Hitare, Bister, Urinity,
and Michaclmns,

So mu ch for these fixe i and moveable foasts, hn feast of
the Annuncintion always oceurs on the 25¢h of March—unm.
monly known in Eaglanlas Lady-D it is {0 commemras
tion of the message of the Aagel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary,
informia . her that the Word of God had becoms sk, Lids
held in the Roman Caourch ax a grear fostival Amoag the
sermons of StoAugustine, who died in 439, are two regurding
the festival of the Annunciation,

Bizshop Hall, alluding to the Annunciation, savs i Tt was
ne ovdivary favour that the Vagin fouad ia Heaven, Nomar.
tal creature was ever thus graced that 1TE shonbd take part of
her nature that was the GOD of natare ; that HE, which mad-
all things, should make HIS human body of hors,) that her
womb should yishi that f1sh which was personally united to
the Godhesd; that she should bear HIM that upholds the
world.”

In the calendar of the Anglican Charch, (J. K Paker,
Oxford and London 1831.) wa are told theer i representation
of the Annunciation, the Virgin Mary is shewn knuecling or
seated at a tuble reading. The lily (her emblom) is usuaily
placed between her and the Angzl Gabri-l, who hinlds in noe
hand a sceptre surmount »i by a dewr-de-ic on a lily stali
generally a seroll is procecding from his mouth with the words
Are Marin grvia plent; awi somatim-s the Holy Spirit, renre.
sented as a dove, i3 seen doscending towards the Vierin”

In the work lere guoted, thers is a statenent aflioding
strong proof of the hizh veneration in which the Bleased
Virgin was formerly held in Eagland, as sae still iz, ouly in
a much greater degres, o Roman Catholic eouutries ) namely,
that no fewer than two thousand one huudead churches were
named in her sole hownour, besides a hundred and two in
which her name was associated . with that of some othier
saint.

Some of thes: churches are the finest specimans of Gothic
architecture in the world, and are noble mouuments of the
stintless devotion of meschants ad tevdesmen of the fitt enth
and sixteenth centarisz—of men who thosght not of {he
“oaicely caleulate:d less or more,” and consivlersd no expendi-
ture short of the utmost of their power sulicient offering in
the canse of Goid j— spirit, we may say in passing, which is
not altogether extinet in England in our day, judging from

. the number of fine old parizh churches and eathedeals which

have been and are now being: most carefully, faithfully, and
thoroughly restored. .




