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tic apartmonts, -ordoring him not to
., appear-again until he had lenrned how
to'bohave himself ¢ properly in socicly.”

O'Sullivan’ remained quict, so proter-
naturally quiet, that the Judgo began to
gol nervous: he always was nervous,
evon in court, when the Q. C. was very
gilent, for helinew some desperate picee
of mischiof.would follow. 1le did his
hest to ongage the Colonel in conversa-
tion, but it was hopeless. ~ When O'Sul-
livan meant to do a thing he did it, and
intorference had  only the eflect of
ageravating matters. A quarter of-an
hour passed away in genoral conversa-
tion. The page had picked himself' up,
when ho found no one else was likely to
perform the operation for him, and was
not much the worse for his correction.
He came back (o the dining-room, and
was nol expelled by the other ser-
vants.  No onc clse, except, perhaps,
O’Sullivan, who had the knack of sce-
ing as well as hearing everything, knew
how the aecident had happened.

1t has been suid that perhaps a quar
“ter ol an hour had passed—when O'Sul-
livan' looked/up, and, with' the most
natural air possible; addressed the un-
fortunate Colonel once more.  1lis tone,.
his manner, had merely the air of con-
tinuing a conversation which had been
going on, but was momentarily inter-
rupted : =~ P ‘

“You were saying, Colonel, that you
had a suspicion, and perhups a clue Lo
this outrage ?” : ' R

“We are:notl in court, O'Sullivan,”
observed the. host, who was painfully
anxious (o kcep the peace for-the oven-
ing.. o
“Ahways. in courtly presence where
you are, Judge,” was the happy veply,
and then e looked at the Colonel for an
answor. ;

Iiverard wasa perfect gentleman, and
as brave a man as ever lived ; but he had
served - several years in India, which
neither improved his health nor his dis-
position. lowards dependents. = There
were, moreover, soveral Irish soldiers in
his - regimont who- had given him im-
mense trouble- by -their nnconquoerable
" passion for drink~—the curse:of the race
—und " his. prejudices. against the racoe
had_ not. been, lessened - thereby.  His
‘mather was Trish, ut least by birth, and
-her fathor had -been shot aftor:an act.of

gross injustico lo a tenant. The mur-
dorer was nover discovered ; the widow,
Mrs. Brownlaw, went to live in Iingland,
and not vnnaturally instilied into her
daughter’s mind the most intense hatrod
for her raco. '

Those who do not give themseives the
troubleto reflect, and thore are notvery
many persons who do reflect deeply on
any snbject,.are entirely unaware. how
completely we are under the influence
of education. and of early impressions.
It requires a. strong, vigorous exercise
of the will in after life to free ourselves
from tho false maxims and untrue opin-
(ions which, through our circumstances
of Dhirth orparentagé, have hecome al-
most part of our very being.  Thore are
not many persons who would admit
that- they are  the victims of prejudice,
but like the lady who is reported to
have said, 1 hate prejudice—I hate the
French!” thero are -multitudes who can
give no bietter name for their likes and
dislikes than a strong assertion of them!
If" Kverard had puil hisopinions into,
words he would have snid: ¢ 1 hate the
Lrish 1" [f he had been nsked to give a
reason, a reason personal Lo himself, and
not a stock of traditional prejudice
he would have found himself  very
much perplexed... 1f those prejudices
diil not react on others they might  be
harmless, if what is false can - ever be
harmless; but, unhappily, men are too
often governed in their actions by their
prejudices, and in the present instance
1t will be-seen how the prejudices of an
otherwise excellent and honorable man
led. to tho most fatal consequences.

“You were saying, Colonel,” continued .
O'Sullivan, *that you. had a suspicion,
and perhaps a clue to this outrage?”,

“Well, "yes, Mr. O'Sullivan, there s
generally a motive. In my grandfather’s
case " (“ For Heavon’s sake, geb him
oft his grandfather!"” whispered O'Sulli-
van's nexi_neighbor.) o

% Yos, but in this ease,” interrupted
the barrister, with gentlemanly effron-
tery.

“In this case, sir, I believe there was
a motive, and I believe I know the mo-
tive, and”’—he added, after | a moment’s.
hesitation— the, pevson.”: .. -

Bvery ono: was silent now.. Though
Lord - Blinsdale -was not. very popular .-
with the country families, his death-had

.




