THE PEARL-FISHER. |

. resalved Fr:: n prrap itiate him by bringing, about
La rcmul. fition with hiz brother. To this end
he sent 10 Naney bis secrotary, M. de Chavigny,
_imeeompznied by some zentlemen of his -suite.
Lo We gave the Cardinalisis nomost eordinl reeop-
L i, far we were tired of exile and anxions to
fevisic the may enurt of France, T was entrusted
with the task of treating eonfidentially with
) wrws of the uranesty « the
+ soon arranged.  Some time

after their aeri
at the hasteley of The Thres Saracens,” where
! - they had pue ap; Fontrailles, Montresor, De
: Suze and Villewore, were wso of the purty. The
‘o eonversmion was livelw

wine-flagons wers

rapidly emp.xml
cellent spirits, fnr. on the ong.band, my. wife hnd
50 far recovered a5 Jonve hor chmnbcr, and on
tlm osher, Tsuw the immedinte prospset of my
pwtmn recovering the goud graces of hxs ‘50\(-
‘reign and bmxhu-. .

¥ de mu "wiet” cried Chnwvnv “the
Lourr, \\ul gain mich by a reconciliation, There
15 ra{her an o(.lmse of stars thiere at the present

\ very Vi knus in run nml f.zrthmr-l.ic " ox-

e I’ut )ou will'ste her to-morrow at the ducal
chapel, ! added Fontrailles, “nnd you will avow,
T-nm certain, that you havo left few ‘“omen n
Paris who will rival her) 000 ",
P T euse Tomay nn.mlpnw Lba hanour of he-
. injs presented to ht.r"'
wnurds me. o oo i
_' *If you will sup with me M mn.'row .evening
tngethur with your friends,” bt rophu\ sm)hnrr
“the ercluom...: de COasc \ull du hcr bc:l o
enzermm yaw”
C«\What n treasure such a:woman is to her
hlhhnml "
the Cardinalists—with a sinister smile.

. manc(l let his further specch was checked by
g uglmxu; [rom the lutter,  The others, however,
kept up a'running fire of raillery, which seemed
to amuse thmn much. nhhon[,h 1 wuhl not_see
" the pumt or dircetion of ‘their ‘wit. " T lnughed
v.uh thésn aut of cnmplmsuncc, but m:, friends

I.lu.m 'vln.ncm" n.n en(,ll Ol.ht-r mth

'mplums ol‘

”

il [ dined - with the Cardinalists ¢

and animated, and the §
1 was in ex-:

s:ud Clmu"n_‘,. lookmr"

said M.:de Tauhardemont—oue | ol'-

" becnmé more and more t:u.uurn 2and 1 cmng)xt ¢

I interrupted ; “yon sre pole 25 & phentom.

fresh from the tomb,  Drink and laugh, 85 you o

see us do I . .
"Te shook his head zravely, but made no re-

“1 see. my drar ..!au,m whisperéd Cha-
vigny. “that you are in the mood T wished to
find vou. HMis Eminence has charaed we to
make vou the most Uriliiant offers, if you per-
7 suade Monsicur 1o secept——You understand .
et T Co
$ I the conditions are honorable—"
} 1“Ob! bonorable of course! But that is
¢ nothing. You can do as you plense with hitn—
he is sure zo follow your nduce

M lou dcccue vourself, M. de Chavi lwm' ! \'uu_
n\crrmc by far'my poor influence.” :
7w Come.. come ! ‘you  will not porsundc ns
‘of that;” and he nccompanied his words with
‘a smile of intellizence that was quite incompre-
hensible, '

“IWhy mince the matter 2" growvled Laubar-
der_nom. “8ny o \\urd 1o wom'\'xfe, nud nll is
settled 1

e

does nm menn, gem]cmcn e I nsked
\nlh surpn:r: and i xmpwemc
: “Ilmenn lm-ul\'murpo :
T.aub\xrdemonm hull drunky and l\nons not what
“he is saying.”

But the bl(m was struck, and I insisted “that
the words of the Cardinalist should e explained.

“ 1o not nnnny' yourself, my dear Cnssd ¥
caid ; the seeretery, in his blandest pecents.
“'ﬂut, after alt, ‘hnd you not better ccnsc for o'
moment to be denfand blind 7 We are nmon"st.
- friends—wly will you not wnderstand us 2"
n:lomshmem wes at its height. ‘I did n(»:_ .
l\no\\ schat these mysterious words meant, but

sgitated my brenst, but [ restrained myself und
rophcd m o loid nd grave volce—.- .
“Gf.mlcmen ! T request thut )ou will e\plnm

I % )unrsol\cs more cleardy,”
L:sut between him and Chavigny, and re- 3

%Al cried Chavigny, looking lo“nrds Lnu-
bnrdcmom, “ean it be, ufter al! lbnc the Mnrqms
is not in the secret 2" :

*Jmpossible I” responided the other, with a
b)gmﬁcnm shrug of the. shoulders,

# Do you wish to drive me mad mr.h \'onr am-
blguous plrnses ? qpe:\k and ta the purpose !’

isten, " I\.urdms smd (.hxmgn\ "nml

“trafficking with my heurt and my conscienc
i+ The Curdmuhsl: Joukeil to the Orlenmsts, \tho
‘fcusf. down Lheu- e)us and cmnmcd sxlun

bnmcthmg at the bottom of my henrt whispered
:that they eoncealed an insult. :An aimless unger’

Imre know me for a mnn of honour, mcnpublc ot‘ :




