Lk Hc has very, mzere:un" busme therc, I can
- assure you,". her Wusband replied; **he "goes’ to’
visic a lndy who is:t0 " becoine Mrs, Muitland .as

" soon os his healdh s fally restored, whick will be

" ‘soon, I'think. I thought I had mentioned that

- t0 you befare,” ‘
" When Alice was leaving the room o few mo-

door; I saw that her face was pule as the lily on-
her'bosom.  That glance revealed to me the na-’
“ture of her new friendship.  Toor Alice! when
ith & smile”she placed that flower on its . pure:
‘resting-place, the hopes within were bright and
fair as its yet unfaded beautics—now, slas! those
-  hiopes were withered and dead, find the frail fiow-
5 er bloomed above their sepulchre, as if mockmﬂ-
; " the vanity of human nnticipations,
- Alice did not return to. the parlour that after~
uoou, and w hen =ummoned ta'tea, sent Wi ord that

be better for sleep; mxd in consequuu.c, Tiet mo~"
did not d\su\rb her f\mher I ruurnm\ homc

with asuulo. r.hounh she Ioo ed \er; pnlc.
nnd her mov.her at first supposed it'to be a slighs
¥ ar) m(h:po:mon ns, however, she cnn
tinued to,Jook pale several days after, nnd \\as‘
muchquicter than usualeven with '\Ir. Muulnml
“her miother. became ununS),nnd tatked uf medical,
trcntment—bu: 2Mice laughed at the ided with sa
.much nppnrent memm hat, for the time, Mrs..
Graham was sﬂenced. sAnd now! Mr.’ \I:mhmd
who' resided nbout twenty mlles from §—, and
whose health was fully restored, lmdc furewell to
“his friends at M-—; and returned 10 his home—
exchanging \mh them sincere expressions of  re-
grot at parting, and prom1=os of- punctunl corres-
pondence. \Ir:. ‘Grahai afterwards toll Alice
that sh¢ seemed rather indifferentat parting with
so valued a-friend as Mr. Maitland, T'oor girl !
she: controlled her ‘feclings. so far ‘to reply
czlmly-ton chur"c, whicl she felt to be 50 “unjust
 ~but us she  spoke I cm:"ht n brief wlnncu ather
qmckly -av erled fucc, nnd was stnrtlcd at’ us

snn]l tahlc, W oxd b ng mtcrruptc(l b)'n dis-
cussxon which had arisen inregard:ton pnmﬂmph
ot fathcr had rcml sloud.  T.was' gazing \mh

1ments after, as she turned to pass through. the §.

:fdxuirb.tiou upon her exquisite féamres, which
looked pale and plnud as if chiselled from mar-
Dle, when suddenl) the paper fell at ler feet, and
after burying ‘her face in her hands for 2 moment,’
she rose and Ieu t]m apartment.  Her parentsbe-
ing still occupied with their newspaper argument, :
did not observe her departure; and without mak-
ing any comment, I picked up the puper she had
been reading, and on looking at. it, :leO>t tho
first line which met my eye was the announce-
ment of Mr. Maitland's marriage, Iread it aloud,

.and after waiting nearlyau hourfor Alice's return,
. Mrs, Graham went in search of her, to commu-

nicate 10 her the zaws. . She soon returned, say-
ing that Alice was in her ronm very sick, having
severe headache accompanied by violent fever—~
and biterly reproached hcr:elt for having, while
her hctter Judgment told her that Jer dnuf'lncr
had fong needed nstention; “neglected her,” un:
ul as ~hc fcnred danr'uroual) il How little do
iriow ofthe=ecrcr. <pr1nr's ofhumun :uﬂ'crm

ll ‘ -md' ere

YiAlice wes Ionrr :md dm\"crouslv

's.lo recowred \Ir. Muitiand 'lnd his bride’ h.ul'

r'one to Luropc, with the intention of pm‘m
uenll} residing there, Mr. JL's leters, announ
ing his iarringe and dcpnrlure from x\mf‘l‘lc
remuining unanswered. in consequence of’ the con-
fu:non and’ dmress of mind, cuu:od b Alfcr
nlanmn" sittiation lhe\' never he rdfmm h\m
after.”

Ahcc f'ndunlh recmernd her formor ]mn]th,
buv. to her \\nsted cheeks!:the bloom never fully
re(urned agnin, Shc mingled witli the happy and

the! «nv only when the solxcltnuona of her frlenda'

endered demnl 1mpo=sxble. She sat in her
chumher. nlnne, broodm" over the unhappy
thoiights which the necessit, - of concenlinent rem-
dered douhl; SOrFow fu]. ITer books, her musie,
her flowers,-were - there. Bur, the - book lay on

N

her lap unheeded—the strings of the harp no

longer gave utterance to her Jjoyous thonghts,

T\cn ﬂ\e ﬂnv-ers drouptd Incking the care for- ..

mcrl) Im|<hcd on them.. But a r-entler, mote | _.

cheerfu] and more univ er:n]lv beloved: old maid

{for’such she now 15) does not oxist. -~ She guard- -

ed her accrer. well. '\o enr hcnrd it and ‘10 one
eye onl\' (save! Hxs, to whom lhe secrets of nll
Jearts are_open).was it ever even lmcon<cmusl\'
hctra\ed ;




