
ii6 THE SECRE'T GRIEF.

quaiuted wibth every tre on the road by this admiration upoi lier exquisite foatures, which
t looked pale and placid as if chiselled froni nar-

e his verv interesting business there, I can bIle, iwlieni siddenly the palier fil ut lier feur, and
assure you," her lhisband replied Ielic goc- te afitr burying lier.face ho lierliand fDira momient,
visit a lad ivlo i te beeie 3fra. Maiitlandil as she rose ad left the apartniit. lier parents bo-
soon as bis lealth is full restored, whieh will be ing sîill occupied with iheir leiwspaper argllment,
soon,I tiilk. I tliouglit I had nientioned.that , did not observe lier departure; and vithout iak-
te you before." ing any comment, I picked up the paper she hal

When Ailee ivas leaving the room a fuw me- been reading, and on1 looking ut it, alinost the
ments after, as she turned to pass throigl the. irt line whieli me

t 
mny eye was the aionlince-

door, I saw that her face iras pale as the lily on muent cf 3r. Maitlanil's marriage. I reud it aloud,
ber bosomn. That glance reveuled to me the nu- and after vaiting nearly mî hourforAlice's reirn,
turc of lier newi frienddIip. Pcor Alice! wlien Mrs. Graham went iu senreh of lier, to commîu-
with , snille she placed chat flower on its pure nia te lier the nirs. She soon, retuîrned, say-
resting-place, the hlopes withiii were briglht ond" ing that Alice nras in lier roomo very sick, having
fair as its yet unfadol beauties-nowr, ulas! those severe leadache accompaniel byr violent fever-
obepes ivere vithered and dead, and the frail flowv- and bitterly reproacheil iersoif for having, while

or bloomed above their sepuîleire, as if moocking hier botter judgment told lier ilit lier ilaiiglite

the vanity of human anticipations. hald long needed attention, ,neglected lier," un-
Alice did not return to the parlour that after- til, as sue feared, dangerouly .il]. Hoir little do

nuoî,uand when suiined to ta eent vird t ire lwnowr oftlieseeret sprig s ofhînan suffering,
she bad o slight hel-alie nd lenght she ivould is oeidical skili iittingly ait
bt botter for sleep; ail, lu consequence, lier iiie iimarailingly onmpledsl "te onuidsî r ento îninds
ther dii not disturb ber furlier. I returnel homie diseasedI."
witi a leavy heurt, thouigh as Comment or warn- ¶ Alice iras long and icgerously ill, ani, ee
in. iere noir alike needless. I did net pain Mrs. 5he recovered, 3fr. Maitiand and bis bride iîd
Grahirn, by disclosing my nielancholy corviction. gote o Europe, writh the intention of pern-i
Alice rose next morniiig perfectly w li," os she liently residint: there, ir. 3.'s lotters, annotne-
ud ivith a smilo, thouglh sie looked- very pale, i ing his tearriage and departure froin. Aiericu
nid lier mother atfirst supposed itto bea nighl: reminiiiiig ununswerel.in consequence of the con
temoporary tidisposition; as, lievcro, sle tno fuion ont distress of mind, aused in Alici's
tiued tobo pale several days after, ai i rs oInlin sitiation. Tih never heurt! front him
much:quieter than usuaIeven vith Mr. M[oiîiaitl., efier.
her imother.bcame uneasyý,nd talked! ofmedicn ilee grauallrecovered lier former health,
reatment-but Alice laughed at the idu with so butt to ber wastel heeks the bloom never fully

much apparent merriment th t, for tiie lime.Irs. returned agaili. Sue iingieoI irith the iappy and
Graham wvas silericed. -'An noM Milad the gay, only hn h solicitations5 of her friends
r vhio resided about twenty miles from S-, and rendered d!enial impossible. She sat in lier
whose hecalth wvas fully restored, badle .fatrewell to chaniber, .allone, brooding over the unhappy,
his friends ut -, and returned te lis home- thoîgis ihielh.thbe necessity ofeonceuiiient roi
exclanging with then sincere expressions of re- ilored doubly sorroif'efi. lier books, lier inîusic,
gret ut parting, and promises f puntiioal corres- ier lowers, werthcre. But, the. book lay on
pondence. frý. Grahm aferwards told Alice ier laip inieed-the strings of the harp no
hot shseemed atbei inliferent atpnrting nith longer gave utterance t lier joyous thougits.
oe valuet! a friend os 3Mr. Maitland. 1'oor girl ! Even te flovers drooped Icin the rare for-
She: controlled hier' elngs so.far'à.Lito reply mnerly häv'ishedtlon thema. But, a gentler,nmore-

tiohrge, she fot te beso unjust cheerfîu, andro uiniveroally beloeil old maid
-but she poko I caught a brief lanc at her (for such shnow is) doles not exist. She gard-
quickly averted face, and ras startled nt its et lier secret well. . o ear hord il, andî te one
ghastly ood agonized expression. - eye only, (savre 11isto whom the secrets of ail

About a fértnighlt afier Mc. M.'s departîre, ire heurts are open)ivas i ever even unconseiously
'e liiîgrriui oertlie tea-tablethir.Grahams, betrayed

when il e papers 1yer -brought in-tuey lvere
quicly distribited, ant!ode ofater ilico retreated rens
îîlî hers te a corner wihere a light burnt on a M'oà by i indness ond smooth attentienn ins
somall tabile, tu assit! bîlng interrpel1 y> a dis nu te a heart> weleen te a I ini'lcmeu l est
caussio iihich bd arisen in rtenil toa paragrapi isa bupocrite onpcrior te a t toi saîi plain culers
h er father hat read altoud I was gazing with r-ater oîer plor e sos.


