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: Q\ the. shore of the Lake'of Como, in bppur
Tealy; ]m]!-mx) hotween Be)ln"xo and Leceo, lies,
: embosomed in groves of cheshuts, the swall dis-
“trict of Limonta. From the cighth contury till
the sbolition of the feudal tenuve in Lombardy,
it formed. an appanage to the Monastéry of St.
i _Ambro<e of Milan, the abbot of w hich, amongst
W hh other titles. bore that of Count of'I.unnn('\.
“ Between this monastic territory and the dis-
trict of Bclln"xo, rose, in 1329, & castle, even then
"' reckoned ancient, which was in’ ruins about
" century dfterwards, and of which at the present
" daynot the slightest trace remains. -This enstle,
at the period above-mentioned, was in ‘the pos-
seaston of Count Oltrado del Bulzo, whose ances-
“tors, it woitld’ appear, hnd been formerly Lords
: ..I’nrnmoum of Bellngio, which was at tlu:. time,
however,u fr cc cummuue. Count Oltrado, although
possessed of mmu ‘eslates.in various lhshlcls of
Lomlmrd) pns~ed the "remer pm-L of the yéar at

\uh its 'iplcndl(l seenery and (lcht.mus climate.

Rich; illustrions, and' powerful,’ both by birth
and uﬂmnc ythe fumily of Dalzo had lll\\ll\a
) “been the nn(uml patrons of the peasantry dwell-

: vmn- in :hexr neighbourhood, who had leruncd h)':
'lon'v trutlluon fron father to son, to rcmnr(l thcn'.'
Sl cessor to-

i nnme with reverence and nmcnon.:
5o fair an herlln"e, CounL ‘Ol ado - hnd ‘been
; mnble to retain it, ‘and had fallen mueh-in the
stimation of :he ancient clients .of ‘his house :
= " not thas he nbusLd his “power by oppression or
m_msm,e—on the Lontrur\' he was of w kind and
lmr, living as he did in
umnrr uml diffienlt’ times, the energy necessary
10 curr\' mm exceution his good intentions was
"0t to.be fouml in his timid and vacillating,
!hou"h withal rmhcr overweening, nature,

Tualy: —and hmm of his own mltllol‘ll), deposed
. Pope John' X_KU then residing at Avignon, by
iwhom he had bccn exzommunicated, ceused to be
lected in lus “stend ! "Pietro di Cormrm, of the
order of the. "\Imnrs, who nssumcd the neme of
\lcholus V. \hlnn,—-—\\hlch lm(l now for mun)

iiyenrs ]uhourcd undcr a pnpnl mtcrdu,r, issued

of‘ the Anti- popc and,' the state’ lwmﬂ' ‘restored

' b) )nm to'its  former prmlc"l.s, 2lm churches’

Were ro- opened in the cities and principal towns ;
while’ the fc\ g lclgy rcmnmm;: there resumed
the exercise of their” ccclesmsu"nl funetions, as
_m or(lmur) times

i ‘nl\e of, Como. in xhc comp.m) “of his wife-
and oppl essmn.

‘couvey e of the” ter ritor)

‘formm' uu.ll}umta, and a5 he had mplm,ud the

Aboun this time, the LEmperor Lmn» of Germa-

2 n} A surnamed the brave, had made & descent upon’
3. once more recourse to Count Oltrado; but neichor -

x)nough hatred of its rulels, thc 'Vlscnnu, who.
awvere; pouerful and /culous-‘snppmters of: the
Ghibelline purt),—soon declared itself in fu our 3.

4 but at Tse-asmal) buyks

In the ‘ci\mi on the other lllll‘ld,‘plll‘liélll.’:;rl}‘
on the liovders of the Take of Como, the people
maintained the eause of Pope John, and refused |
to open their churches to the priests despatelied
thither from Milan. Many among the towns-people
also, Jooked upon the-interdict as still in force,
whilst in the country parishes Pope: Nicholas
was not without his supporters, and the quarrels
whicl in eonsequence every where arose. were
not always confined to words. Aicarde, arch-
bishopof  Milan, Astollo, abhot of St. Awnbrose,
and others of the. clersy who adberdd to. the
Trench pope, were forced to Hy into the other
stutes of Ttaly, where they led a waundering and
mendieant life, while their places were: filled
l») others ‘of the Ghibelline party.

Giovanni Viseonti, a relative of the pnncos of
that name, who had Dbeen installed abbot’ of St.
Ambrose, sent to Limonta, us his pxoulrumx,
a man of very indilferent churncter, \\'lmrc\'onge(l‘ R
the fidelity which the vassals maintained fowaids ‘
the abbot- Astolfo, by acts of the basest crnelty
“The _poor leonlmcs solicited
cction or mtm furcl of the mm(l .

. xmd \\lut,h ]\urpnrh-(l to. hc
of. Lunomn, by
thario Augusins of ]40“11).11'([), o' the monks of

St. Anmbr 0se, - in full Tordship, and possession. . -
He then summoned the Limontines to uppear. at o
the Ecelesinstienl Court of Bellano, to try the:
validity of 1his document, which, il allowed,
would reduce them [vom the vassals to the honds-
men of the monastery.’ Crossone - Crivello, .
partisun of the Visconti, had seized the Jands of -
the church ut’ Bellano, on the expulsion of the ©

hive (llSLO\ ered

officers of the court, by creatures of his own, it -
was ensy to divine which sule the (lcclsnon would
ﬁnour.. Tn this emergency, his nu"hbours had

their urgent appenls, nor the earnest entreaties
of his Countess Ermelinda, and their daughter
Beatrice, could ronse within him sufficient cou- -
rage to undertake their defence, although -his *
l‘eelinrrs were strongly enguged in their favour. i L

" Om:the evening of the duy when judgment was, '
to be pmnouncc(l at: Bullnno, the luh.onr.-r of the
c.ount WS r.lnlmnc(l on. the “battlement l‘ (hc

'cnslle (Im.t: Lonumnde(l the m(lustue\\' in that

direction. “Fair'and Tar-sprond s wi
beneath, his eye \\nn(lmod not over [
kept intent upon that peint of the luke where'n
hont coming from Belluno y\nxnlrl first 'maka its
For. sume timne he looked in vain;
came in'sight, and; druw-

n DP(.'“ TTnee.




