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CHAPTER XI. ' heightened by excitement and contrast with the
F"Ompﬁ LT == - . black plumes of her cap, which gracefully drooped
§ 1 gy "‘_“ce Wlt.h the Earl of St. Albans’ wishes, { over her white brow, mingling with her Jetty
2 :nmymx::;e lbmputation of singularity, Nina curls. Asthe earl, who bad Jjust ndd;essed afew
# ot ® her appearance in the saloon courteous words to the occupants of ¢ e carsiage, .
i h?r, for ® evening, and it was indeed a trial to § was turning to take his placc beside Florence,
:::!”er L?Oe:ﬁdsc of the thoughtless gaiety { Sir Edward Westover, the brother of her friend,
E s &ned eround, she was more lonely, { who had arrived the previous evening at the
1 gy uo""’e.d than in & wilderness. Florence, { castle, by a clever minl:zuvre gained her side,
Nnttonfnw"h Miss Westover, who made it a and- he immediately entered on s lively dia-
% L'Ph bli;o“ her entirely, completely neglected logue with her. Concealing his annoyance, St.
Mt, Tiend, angd S, Albans, whatever his Albans turned to the young lady next him, who
Yy, coggg 3 Kindness of heart might have | seemed fn A& fair way of being forgotten, and
v, More N:t of eol;-se devote much time to generously resolved to render himself as agreeable

2 B once Nina found herself wishing { to her as her natural apathy and his own diff-

P“Q., :ﬁ ﬁ’“.t Percival Clinton would indeed .dence would permit. But this was no easy task,
'h.e"“& P;'!omue, tnq make his appearance at Lady Jacintha Stanton, a pale, insipid girl, with
" b‘""h lh Ore ’.lelrtlly perhaps than ever did light eyes and flaxen hair, which she was pleased
Q‘hﬂi ‘tl::‘f:}ll as she saw the wholelpnrty to dignify by the appell;tio: of go'l’den, 'fvu s :;:;

A morning on an exp oring { fect stoic in hef way. Not ing short.of an
::@:‘::'h::dmfr;uinshoi n‘;!old abb:dy lx;n l:he or a costly gift couly;i bctll' : ]Smﬂ: to her “P-d"g )

i N ough kindly press Y. her ¢ look of animation to her lifcless features, and St.
n hhni: t:::’b the was obliged to decline, as { Albans, betrotked to another, being incapacitated
) “%feb!ck, lnden of the company were going ! from bestowing either, was of course unworthy
t“'l‘: '“deed ha she was no equestrian. She any trouble on her part. Most intensely disa-
o e Capys, Ve _take'\ her place-in the com- greeable and wearisome did she prove to her com-
\-in 'lderly gl‘: d‘.'hlch lad-? Westover and some panion, and ere ten minutes had elapsed, he was -
\*g l°°’led°n i‘“ Occ.up:ed, but her fear of thoroughly disgusted with her, Doubly, tben.
'v.;n:auo“,» % the light of an intruder, the | giq he fecl the deprivation ®f Florence's gay
o DE exposed to their cold indif- companionship, and his only consolation was, that
t h"l‘t  pro m““ferbn‘n.n.ced Any prospects | she too was doubtless regretting their untoward
Yyt Mg itl;. Posed expedition offered. With separation with equal fervour. But this last
N: tayy .h“'“e. but totally free frpm one solace was soon denied him. After a few vain
' \. frop, .thee Watched the gay cavaleade attempts to get up a conversation with lady Jacin-

¢ g Window, Florence as usual { tha, he relapsed into silence, and was thus at
€8 in beayt » her rich colour liberty to devote his attention to the proceedings
¢ Continued from page 214,
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