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rouie can be found which will lead more directly
10 the proposed end, I thought it advisable to eross
the P’luce 1’ Armes diagonally, so as to keep the
post in the centre on my lets, and at last arrived
ut that part of Nutre Dame Street opposite the
well known and commodious prémises of Mr.
Mulloon, Here I found the number of passers
Unusuully large 5 but was mortified, on arriving
at the corner of Saint Fraugois Xavier Street, to
find that the respectable Jooking bliud man that
usually appeals with all the silent eloquence of
sorrow to the benevolence of his fellow-men, wus
not 1o be found. 1 contess my disappointiaent
Wt this unlooked-for veeuirence; for althongh
the practice of indiseriminate exposare of suiter-
ing humanity on the pubiic strects, with a view
of wiwracting witention und succour, canuot be
defended on any broad wid compreliensive view
of public econoviny; nay, although convineed, on
the whole, of its deivterious efieet, 1 had resolved
that o this vecasion, when the flood-gates of feel-
ing ure set wide open to the tlow of geaerous sym-
pathy, the litide 1 could spare to the unfortunate
Poor should be shared by the individual alluded
tu.
laucholy thought at ouce oceurred to e, as 1
drew on my fur glove, which had been removed

But he was not to be found ; aud the we-

to give effect to wy intended bounty, that in a
few short years those who now figured in all the
luxury of brilliant equipages, liveried servants,
and establishments on a large scale, would pass
uway, and their places Le filled up by others,
who perhaps will scarce bestow more of thought
or regret upen their memory or their departure,
than did I on the blind beggar on the morning
of thut joyous duy. I trust, however, that wy
mind is too well reguluted to allow g.oomy
thoughts to interfere with settled plans of duty,
and with engagements previously formed with
my fellow-men; and so, quickening my puce, but
with a mind somewhat saddened by reflections ont
the changes incident to our condition, I proceeded
on the side-walk to M*Gill Street, towards the
lodgings of my friend.

At the corner of the last mentioned street,
where I stopped only for an instant to admit a
baker’s cart to pass, I was accosted by the erowd
of carters usually collected near that locality.
“ Sleigh, sir?” * Do you want & sleigh, gentle-
man?” “] have a good horse, good buffaloes.”
“Here’s mine, sir! Carry you cheap!” * His’'n
isn’t good. Look at this one, sir!” Although I
Was not in need of the kind attentions of any of
the individuals who addressed me, and whose
arduous occupation exposes them both to the
rage of the elements and of those who have
little disposition to pay a fair remuneration for
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the transportation of themselves and their lug-
guge from one lucatlity to another, I yet gave
them a courtevus answer, informing themn that
wy friend had already, us 1 hoped, engaged a
vehicle ; but that if he had not done su, and we
passed thal way, I would be glad to secure the
services of some of them, and of their horse or
miare, as the case wight be, (including, of course,
the sleigh and robes,) on terms which I trusted
would be wutually advantageous to both parties,
and endeavoured to explain, that the true prin-
ciples of generous competition and rivalry did
not, in wy vpinion, demand quite so ostentatious
an oifer of their services, or uny unjust deprecia-
tion of the horses of their fellows, who, like
them, depended for their subsistence on the pub-
lic favour. I am pleased to think that my re-
marks inade some impression on the crowd I ad-
dressed 3 for one of thewm, whom ¥ supposed to
be an Irishman, with the fraukness of his coun-
trymen, culled out, « All right, my covey!” a
Cunadian crying out, as 1 departed, * Bon jour,
monsienr, uu revoir !”

1t is Ly such little incidents as these that the
bonds of good feeling and mutual sympathy may
be wonderfully strengthened smong ull classes of

Her Majesty’s subjects, without distinetion of

creed or origin 3 nor should any man of proper

feeling e ashamed of his endeavour to ditfuse,

even among the poorest und humblest in society,

some curreet ideus of their duty, and of their

interests, us forming a part of the great body
politic. '

On arriving at my fricnd’s lodgings I observed
what is usually called & thndem sleigh at the
door, which in other words consists of a cowmon
sleigh with a horse calied the leader iu front of
the animal bitched on the shafts, the traces of
the leader being generally attached to a hook
under each shaft. In the present instance I no-
ticed that the fastening was by meuns of a boly
passiug through a hole near the end of the shaft,
the bolt being itself strapped to the skafi by
means of a leather thong, so as to prevent it
leaving its place and expusing the traveller to
With no little interest I observed that
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accident. \
the leader was grey, apputently u stout servicea- !
ble animal, whose front legs however did exhibis
some signs of that peculiur curvature outwards,
which among farriers marks the ¢ foundered !
horse,” as it is termed. I inwnrdfy hoped that !
this * turn-out,” to use a common phrase, was
not that engaged by my friend, for I have uni- }
formly acted in conformity with the rule, in all §
cases where it could be done without great incon- §
venience, to employ only those horses whose ;
gereral appearance, when in a state of repose, §
-




