
THE CIHRISTIAN. January, J897.

ST. JOHN. N. B., - JANUARY, 1897

EDI 'O 1A L.

TUE PARABLE OF THE POUNDS.

Luke xix.
(S.3 nopsis of a discourse delivered by the Editur before

the anmuial meeting of the Disciples at Lut 49, 1n tho
second Lord' day of June, 1896).

(Concluded.)

The order of the universe is receiving life
from Cod and Communicating that lite to
othors. Whatever receives life and ceases to
communicate it, opposes this order and dies.
This is (rue of grass, of trees and animais.
Jesus gives life te mon that thoy nay bear
fruit by extending that life te others. His
people and his churcir are loft on earth for
that purpose. When they bear rnuch fruit
he purges and acknowledges them as his truc
disciples ; when they cease to comnunicate
his life to others, they are eut off from the
living vine to wither and die.

'l'ie gospel order is not the lost seeking
the Saviour, but the Saviour seeking the lest.
The Son of Main is come to seek and to save
that whici was lost-to seck them first and
then to save them. He knew the lest would
never seek hinm, and ho came te seek then
and for this purpose he lived and died.
When leaving the world ie solemrnly charged
his disciples te go everywhere and seek the
lost that he mighît save thon. His faithful
servants lived and died in the grand work
with the clear understanding that those
wlom they found and Jesus saved would
carry the gospel te others who were unsaved.
Qod has been pleased te sond the gospel by
bis servants te us. We would never have
gone after the gospel, but would have perished
in our sina. It was brought to us.

And what argument or what excuses can
we have in keeping it froin the lest ard
dying,

"Shall we whose souls are lighted
By wisdom from on highi

Shall we te mon benighted,
The amp of lite deny ? "

How leasonable, and just and binding, are
the words of the dear Saviour--" Frecly ye
have received, freely give."

But Jesus, as no other teacher, knows ail
things and ail times. The past, the present
and the future are all alike to lim. And

the high and the lofty One who iniabiteth
eternity " closes the parable with a minute
description of the nobienirîr's retuirin Hav-
ing gained the kingdon ho comes and calls
his servants te whom ho had given the puninds
lo ascertan how much every man had gained
by trading. Tie first came and said-"Lord
thy pound hath gainred ton pounds." Mark
his humiity. He does not say mDy diligence
liath gained ton pounrds ; but " thy pound."
Those who labor most and suffer most in the
S.iviour's cause, think least of their service,
and are roady te say-" We are unprofitable
servants," but admire the power and glory of
the gospel of Christ and give him all the
glory. "Thy pound lath gained ton pounds."

And lie said into him: 4' Weil, thon good
servant, because thou hast been faitiful in a
very little have thou authority over ton
cities." The servant who had kept hiisolf
and his labors in the shade, the king thus
acknovledges before the hierarchy of the
univerE-" Weil, thou good servant, because
thou hast been faithful in a very little, have
thon authority over ton cities." His watch-
fulness and care to increase his Lord's money
te the worldly minded sened small indeed,
aud, to hinself, it scemed so very little he
did net caro to speak of it, but it was care-
fully recorded in God's book of renembrance,
and because of it the king sets hiem over ten
cities.

Frein this wo learn tiat the joy of etornity
is net idloness but blessed employment. Man
was net made te be idle, and when Cod
creates many anew in Christ Jesus it is unto
good vorks ordained before of God that he
should walk in them. The blessedness of
working for Christ on carth is a foretaste of
heavenly joy, and the training thus received
is a discipline for that employment which
will ever increase with the grow ing capabili-
ties of the redeemed.

The second (servant) came saying "Lord
thy pound hath gained five pounds." And
ho said likewise te him, " Be thou aise over
flve cities."

We are not told why it was that the second
servant had gained only five pounds while
the first liad gained ton. It is enough to
know that each one had the approval of bis
Lord and was rewarded according to his
work. Although the vessels of glory shall
differ in size ail will be completely Iilled with
the joy of their Lord. Efficiency in a servant
is great but faithfulness is greater.

Another (servant) came saying, " Lord
behold bore is thy pound which I havA kept
laid up in a napkin ; for I foared thee because
thou art an austere man ; thou takest up
that thon layedst not down and reapest that
thou didst net sow." Here is egotism in
perfection. He lauds self and insults the
king. I an not a spendthrift I did net
waste thy pound. Bore is ail yen gave me
or can claim of me. I kept thy pound laid
up in a napkin. I know thee to be austere
and unjust, etc., and was determined to keep
elear of thee and now roturn thee thine own.
We see how prominent the Iis in this address
while it des not once occur in that of first
and second, and how wonderful the power
that causes this servant te express before
that tribunal the rebellions mutterings of
his inmost hcart. IIow many in the chureb
and out of it chorish in their heart the great
argument of the wicked servant, although
they may have no thouglt of expressing it
on the day of judgment ; viz. that God
requi'res mon to do what he lias net given
them the power to do. " Thou art an austero
man reaping where thon didst not sow."
The enemy will use ail bis subtility at this
point te ruin seuls, and Christians should
espcially watch and pray te escape the snare.
Jesus' commands are net grievious but in

the keping of thom thore is great reward.
But Satan strives to make thom appear
otherwiso. IIe will paint and magnify the
faults of Christians to the oyer of thoir
brethren so as to make the latter think they
cannot love one another but ru2t break the
Saviour's newe commandmont. What com-
nandment has Jesus given to his disciples
but the enemy will labor te persuade them
that they are unable to obey ? If they are
told to food the hungry or clotho the raked
ho has ready for thom the excuse of inability.
If to visit the sick or the imprisoncd their
lack of time is urged. Their imnagined diffi-
culty oorns up before them to prevent their
attending the house of God. If to sond the
gospel te the perishing their excuse is, the
Lord knows how bard the times are, that wo
can scarcely niake euds meet and that we are
net able to support that cause-He reaps
where he did not sow.

Brethrcn, Jesus lias so clearly described
the future that in comparing our lives by his
words we can foreseo the day of judgment
and read in advance our eternal destiny.
low blessed when we can thus read our title
clear to a mansion in the skies. ie that
hears Clhrist's sayings and does them will
build upon the inimovable rock.

Those out of the church wlo hear the
gospel and admit its justice and claims but
obey it net, excuse thomselves on the grounds
of inability to obey Jesus and be saved. AI-
though their conscience rises against the
preaching that tells thom they are as dead as
Laiza-:us in bis grave, yet they rest behind
the bulwarks of their inability te do wiat
Christ tells them and thus contend that he
reaps where he did not sow.

Tho last persons ment'oned in the parable
are the citizens who sont the message after
him. We will net have this man to reign
over us. These evidently meant the Jews
who claimed te be God's people and to speak
directly te him. After Jesus had gone from
earth to heaven they sent this insulting
message after him to God. They had wit-
nessed bis miracles, had seon his life of
infinite purity and goodness, but they desired
a murderer to be granted te them and cruci-
fied the Holy One as a blasphemer, and now
thoy eould do ne more to him. Despite their
efforts to keep him in the grave God had
raised him from the dead and exalted him te
his right hand. They could only send a
message after him. They had no cloke for
their sin, could obtain no mercy and were
now doomod te fall into the bands of the
living God. "Bring them forward," says
the king, " and slay them before me."

Unconverted sinners with what party in
this parable do you stand. Jesus leaves no
neutral ground, so that ho who is net for him
is against him. Yeu have heard over and
over again of Jesus and bis love. Actions
yuu know speak louder than words. Have
not your actions till this hour declared that
you will net have this man to reign over oul
Wili you declare it still ? Wiil yen today
go from this house more strongly determined
to stand with the citizeus with the awful
doom hovering over you? O stop and think
before yen ferther go. How can you de-
liberatoly reject one that loves you so nuch.
O think how he bas loved you, how ho lived
and died on earth te save yon, and how in
heaven ho lias pied with bis Father te spare
you and give this opportuity of hearing his
sweet inviting voice.


