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HEALTII MATTLRS,
The last annual report of Dr.
Gico. I1. Duncan, Medieal Health
Oflicer of the city of Victoria, is
one of' very considerable import-
ance. It was comprehiensive in
its character, the points being well
taken aud pertinently put.  Some
of them bhave, it is true, heen
nrged time and time again. In
tact there is no new gospel of
health to be preached, though, as
with the sinner, the individual be-
setment is acenstomed to differ.
The doctor, we are glad to notice,
does uot appear inclined—and we
congratulate him on his peesist-
eney—to cense biswarnings agamst
the maladies which are imported
from the Iast aid those which
attend the restdence wmong us of
an Oviental population. Wehope
he will continne to sound the
alaria until he has forced the an-
thorities—whether municipal or
Dominion—te do more. On this
puint we recolleet the admirable
report made by D Duncan when
Le returned hrom Chinaand Japan,
which we hope the newly-clected
council will read, mark, learn and
profitably digest. We cannot he
too particular in this regard. We
have tho lines of stcamships ply-
ing directly to aud from the points
of danger, and while the trade
with them iz yet comparatively
small and therelore the more casy
to be regulated, we trust that our
sanitary  arrangements  will be
made all tuat they ought to be,
and moreover will be enforced in
something  more than a half
hearted way.
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topics deult with in the report
which are more local in character,
but about two of them too much
cannot. be said. These are the
proper sewerage and paving of the
city —the latter particulaily in the
business purt of the town—and the
removal of the cabstand from Gov
ernment  street. It may and
doubtless will be asked if in con-
nection with these matters the
newly-elected conncillors  have
buackbone enough to 1gnore tie
mossbackism which obtains in
certain influential quarters and on
the other to offend the hackmen,
who are a more than ordinarily
useful class, particularly at elec-
tion times. We are, however,
Just at the preseat time, concerned
with the matter of tubereulosis—
a disease which in some of its
phases is conveyed to the indi-
vidual throngh that important
everyday article of diet, milk.
That there have been numerous
cases among dairy herds, both on
the island and mainland, is indis-
putable - the entire stock of one
unfortunate farmer in this vicinity
having, according to official re-
ports, been destroyed.  Iow long
the disease existed where it was
disccvered it is perhaps difficult
to say ; how giuch mischicf has
been done in the community it is
bard to estimate.

It the milk be as many have
contended, an important medium
of trousmission, then gallons upon
wallons ofthe disease have been
drunk by the men, women aud
children of Victoria, with what
eftects are uot now, and may
never be known.  What seeds of
consumption and kindred diseases
may there not have heen sown
among those who are to be the
men amd women of the future, to
be in turn transmitted to those
who will not have existence for
years to come! This suggestion
ought to he present with the
Board of Aldermen, whose busi-
ness it is to provide that sunitary
recommendations and regulations
are carried into cfiect,

There are a nmmber ol other

imost careful
ments. The outward appearance

The doctor suggests the in.

gpection not only of the milk
which is supplied to the city ;
but of the cattle from which it is
obtained, of the buildingsin which
they are housed, und of those by
whom they are attended. We
think that these points need little,
if any further demonstration after
the experiences which have been
had.  That there were tuber-
culosis cattle, though their pre-
sauce  had long been suspected,
was only discovered after the
scientific  experi-

of the animals did not give them
away., They produced their
quota of milk and ate us usual, in
no way seeming to difter from
their comgpaunions. Still the
disease existed. If their sheds
and stubles be in an unsanitary
state, whut is there to expect
other than that disease should
exist ; if their attendants be afilie-
ted with a disease that in some
of its forms 1s common to Dboth
animals and men, can anything
else be anticipated than thai the
contact will have muischievoun
resuits 7

If the animals be ‘badly housed
or improperly fed the results are
as certain i3 they possibly can be,
and as has already been said,
there is no kuowing how far-
reaching the mischievous effects
may be. The Aldermen should
piy more :ttention to the health
of the people than they have
hitherto «done and we would
respeetfully suggest that at an
early date a cansultation be had,
at which should be present not
alone the Aldermen aud Health
Officers, but such ot the medical
profession and ordinary citizens
as take an interest in sanitary
matiers generaliy. We have no
outbreak of disease with which
to deal; but public hygienc is
one which is always in order.

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINES.

We continnally notice inuica-
tions of the increasing interest
that is being taken in the mines of
British Columbia. Onec of these




