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Correspondence.
Thise Editur ioes not hotl hiself re.vunsiMIe ror the

01,8sss8so1s of iossssse .
Coreleliss tsss snUst hl .11 cases senld nianlse and addre>%,

not necc'atily for putltication.

Editur CANAI'AN I)HUcctsT *

St st,-Your article, "A Retrograde Move.
metsit," should, 1 think, fmd a responsive
chord in tihe sensibilities of evvry Cati-
adian druggist who thinks eiougi of his
occupation to sek to put it on a higher
plane. If there is one weaktess in our
standing more conspicutous tisais ansother,
it is ini the very particular whici induced
your cotiment. The druggists of our
province, your humrible servant amlîongst
tie rest, hold a somîewhat exalted opinion
of their qualifications, yet totally fail to
create tie least impression in tise pharnia.
ceutical w'orld outside of their territorial
divisions. It is tisme that we were ail
aroused oui of our lethargy, and shown
tiat the higiest astis for a druggist's aimîbi.
tion is soiietlhisg beyonsd a seat in tihe
cousncil chaiber, with the privilege of
votitig ourselves senatorial rates of mile.
age and pcr dicm allowances.

Hopiiig that our new initiates on tise
council will think twice before they ict
once in future, 1 reiaii,

Very truly yousrs,
WuFsTE(N Da UGGiSi'.

1-*titor CaAtuaIsA D)utccsT:

Si ,,- Referriig to tise letters of "l An
Apprentice " in your papier, i endorse ail lie
says, and sore too. Wlat lias highIer
education donc for tise drug business ?
Wiat ias our college ever done for the
druggist ? The faunatica) men tiat have
beesi rustsssing Our college for tIse past few
years have nlot improved tisings imsuci.
They have sought legislatiosi to protect-
what? Some of tise mssost practical and
successfui drLggists are tise lcast edu.
cated. I îsork tros 7 a.m11. toa p 1.m1. each
day for the smail pittance of $y per week,
înot enoughs to keep body ad soi ta.
gether. Wlait protcction lias a retail
druggist ? i think, '%1r. Editor, if tiese
lead rilers of our affairs had done more
toi elevate and protect our prcfession, and
cared Iess to advance tieir own selfili
aimts-as il appears to ie that ie>y have
ussed the college for tihis purpose-no
doubt druggists would have cre titis
seun saisie nueeded reforis in our college
iegislation.

Jo.ix Su.t.stnus.
Guelph, Aug. î9hII, IS93.

Counter Prescribing.

Estiter CÂ,As,ta, 55kv':.:,T:

SIR,-Since tIse mliedical detective lias
been very busy of late amontg is, wonid
it snot hc wel in have a look into this
Medical Act ?

ANs ncar as 1 catn ascertain, a druggist
is snot allowed to recommend anylhing
utnless the iedicine so rcconiisesided be
soie propritary iedicinse. No'w, tise
point cotes up as lu what constitutes a
proprictary medicine.

Certainly this act greatly handicaps a
druggist, who, according to it, cannot
recommenîd a dose of castor oi, Epson
salits, or any such simple remedy.

To a custoner of limited means such a
law is arbitrary in the extreine. Accord-
isng to it, a person must go before a medi
cal iais and pay his fee for every little
ill to whici his flesi is heir, or else go at
it by reading patent imiedicine advertise-
mensts ad /ibitum, until he or the druggist
arrives at wiat is wanted.

Now, Mr. Editor, is such a law just ?
Wiy is it that a isain cannot go toa drug-
gist for a very nominal price (lot fée) and
purchase what the druggist can conscien.
tiously recomssmend to hi ?

I ar sure, sir, that the public in gen.
eral are in favor of a reforni along this
line ; and I bélieve if druggists were to
unitedly and honsestly state their case
before the Local Legislature. their wishes
would lie complied with. Surely we are
asking for nothing more thai what we are
duly entitled to, and we have the public
on our side.

For ny own part, pcrhîaps ail the drug.
gists are aware of iy having been fined ;
but I wouid also state that I an not
particular how msuch the public are aware
of it, as I consider I have conmsitted no
moral wrong.

Allow ie to propose that all the mes.
bers of our business take tiis marter up
and use their influence with the repre-
sentative fromt their constituency to
hring about a reformi in tiis matter. I
ar willisng ta help any man or body of
mens ta do ail possible. I cati sec no
reason why we cannsot have a law similar
to that which obtains in Great Britains.

ANDiREw Pl. STiiRETr.
Toronto, Aug. 3oth, 1895-

Selling to Departtment Stores.

I-Mitor CsmNDctT
SIR,-purstant toyourCsteCened request

tiait we express ourseives in the columns of
your journal upon tise subject of supplying
depastmuent stores witi phariaceuticals to
he sold in conipetition withis tise regular
drug trade, w'e beg to say :

Without assuning ta speak for manu-
facturers in gencral, it is our individual
opinior that tie supply of pharmssaccuti.
cals to stich stores is not only entirely in.
consistent with tihe best interests of phar.
macy and niedicine, but ailso the iigiest
gond of the generai public. For this rea-
son we never knsowingly enteritain orders
comsing fromt such sources, or frons any
source when we have good reason to be-
lieve that the items ordered are intended
for such stores. hliarnacy and iedicine
have ta do with tise nost important in.
terests of htunan existesnce-healthî, and
even life ; and tierefore both should
occupy a plane msuch higher than scre
barter and trade can ever autain. The
physician is actuatcd by a nohler motive
tihan imerely obtaining a living and coni-
petence, and because he is isnspired with
a love of bis calling and·hunanity he is,

by conmon consent, regarded as a pro.
fessional nian rather than as a tradesman.

h'lie !:same considerations dignify the func-
tions of the piarmacist. But it is aiso.
lutely impossible for a department store
to be inspired by any sucli high motive.
On tise contrary, the distinctive feature of
the departmsent business, frost beginning
to end, is harter. It is doubtful if the
existence of a department store can be
justified witi reference ta any' branch of
it, fRRZery trade requires a certain de.
grec of espri/ de corps, which it is imipos.
sible for tise proprietor of an establisi-
ient dealing in everything ta feel. 'Tie
deparisent store is indeed becoming a
very serious probleim in large cities with
reference to every trade and inidustry.

Tie resmedy undoubtedly lies in the
proper education of the public, for when
consumers comte to realize that depart-
nient stores catnot procure fresh stock
fromt jolbbers or nianufacturers, but must
depend upon brokers gathering up old
stocks, wiether at sacrifice sales or other.
wise, and wierever they can find themn,
they will certainly not be inclined to pass
by tihe regular pharsacist for the sake of
the sligitly reduced price obtainable at
tiheir coutiers. We renain,

Yours very truly,
Parke, Davis & Co.

Detroit, Mich., Aug. 24th, z895.

The Educational Question.
Edhtor C.Aamax, liutccsTr:

Ss,-My chief purprse in again reply-
inîg to "An Apprentice " is to correct
somse errors whici lie made in taking
extracts fron mîy last letter; and as be
ioasts of such perfection from the model
education whichî he lias received as to be
beyond naking iistakes, I cannot attrib.
ite such mnisquotations to carelessness,

but to a desire to falsify my statesents.
He quotes nie as saying. " It would not

be right to have tise profession open to
al)," and then lie adds, " Thus he shows
his selfsisiess and fcar of competitionI "
What I said was that " the drug profes.
sion ought lnot to le brought so low that
ansy aise, whatever his edscational qualifi-
cations miigit bc, could enter its ranks."
There is a vast difference in the meaning
ofthse two quotations. Tre latter pro.
hibits no one froma entering the drug pro-
fession, but simîply protects the public
fron imposbors by providing that those
who do cnter tise profcs2ion must qualify
for it. As to my self'sisness aad fear of
competîition, any man of average intelli-
gence, and possessing an ordinary amount
of tihat comiîodity known as cormon
sense, cati easily sce ticre is nothing to
fear frosmi the comispetition of suchi men as
Iy fricid would have ta be pharmnacists.
The only reason, as far as I cati see, why
even lie would allow such men to enter
the profession is hecause it would then be
casier for men such as himself to become
shining lighits. But I would ask him
whether it is more honor to lie a shining
light amîong a lot of ignorant men, or tQ


