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The purpose of this journal 15 to supply Contractors,
Manufacturers an}l Dealers throughout Canada, with advance
information regarding contracts open to tender, and to furnish
Architects, Municipal and other Corporations with a direct
medivm of communication with Contractors.

Information yrom any part of the Dominion regarding con-
tracts open to tender il ba giatefully receiced.

ADVERTISING RATES ON APPLICATION.

At its Convention held in Toronto, Nov. 20 and
21, 1889, the Ontario Association of Architects
signifled its approval of the CANADIAN CON-
TRACT RECORD, and pledged its members to
use this journal as their wedium of communica-
tion with contractors with respect to advertise-
ments for Tenders..

The publisher of the ** Canadian Contract Record™ desires to ensure the
regnlar and prompt deuzery of thes Journal to every subscriber, and requests
that any cause of complaant an ks parlicanar be repor2d at once tv the office
of publication.  Subscrivers iwwho iy change thesr adidress shoadd alo Jrie
prompt notice of same. and in doing so, should give both ol and newo address.

.

. DEADENING FLOORS.

Visiting the devastation and ruin of ¢yclones and tornadogs,
the chicanery and charlatanism of contractors and builders is
very apparent, and the ways and means devised to save lumber
as well as to make rather poor stuff supersede what the specifi
cations demanded. should be zood sound lumber are ingenious
in the extreme.

Now, any onc posscssing a nuclei of common wooden sense,
knows that by placing uld, sappy, semi rotten and worthless
lumber on the joists, and then covering with flooring, docs nut,
cannot, add to.the permancncy and solidity of a flour. To the
contrary, thedry flooring and joists will soon absorb the influence
of rot and the moisture from the lining, and the whole will be of
the rot rotten.

Such cvidences of criminal fraud and chicanery arce apparent
in many instances where buildings are partially demolished by
the winds, and stand in all their mutilated grandeur an enduring
monument to the avarice and miserly charadteristics of men
who, for paltry gain, make man traps and dcadfalls for the
unwary tenant of store and dwelling.

Again, it is quitc wausing to notice the many devices used for
making one floor a means of non communication with another,
by placing sumc non-conducting material between the joists or
beneath. the respective floors, and between the partition wall..
The transmission of sound between rooms in two contiguous
storics of buildings oftentimes becomes very annoying to those
occupying the adjacent storics.

Inasmuch as the power of a solid body to transmit sound is

in proportion to its density, this deadening of floors is not 4
difficult matter by any means, and this great drawback to large
,bmldmgs, with its diversificd industries and variously dispdsed
tenants, scems a matter of easy correction if taken in time, when
the building is in process of construction ; but after this the
difficulty is practically irreparable, permanently, at least.

The old and prnmutive method of depositing o quantity of wet
mortar on rough boards between the tloor beams, and the like,
has, in a4 great many cases, been a cure much worse shan the
discase, besides which, when the cure had beeome worse than
the disease, the original condition of things appeared, bul i an
aggravated form.

While the floors were new the transtiussion of sound was
lussened to a liuted estent, but the datpness of the mortar
being absorbed by the contiguous lumber, and, sooner or later,
the inevitable results, decay and diy rot, followed.

In some of the wined buildings of Louisville, Kentucky, when
the late ¢y cleae partially vazed them, one can see this argument
in practical apphcation.  One mstance 1 particular, where the
cnd of a house was blown outward, leaving the joists to fall en
the respective fluus Ledow, une part of the building, and that,
too, where the walls had been the most weakened, the floor
timbers held the wreck, the lower rooms being intact 3 in fuct,
1w o old people escaped without i scratch, and were asleep below
when the crash came. While ¢, die north side, with apparently
very strung walls, the luors gave way beneath floors falling, and
the wrech was indeed complete, duse ubserving 1cvealing the
fact that the tao upper unes had bean deadened a the mianuc
suggested in the foregoing.

Some instances, particularly in smaller towns where theie are
no firc hmits, the use of sawdust used o be quite general.  Ths,
however, is only a palliation, for it being in such a fine state of
division will absutb moeisture after o time, and beinyg encased
between ught buards, s sulyect to wo influences tending to dry
it,

It also furnishes vats, muce, and all houschold vermin and
pests onc of the finest hiding places and safe retreats known ;
and any buldding contaung sandust between the fluves, when
once thuruughly infested with verann, canuot be ndden of them
thuro., hly by any of the known powers that be.

With the advent of nuneral woul it was found that the onc
thing needful had been discorvered, and asais propertics became
better known, it was found to be not only the most perfect non-
cunductor of suund, but being a nmuncral substance, it nas also
indestructible by heat, and this fact has alsu caused it tobe used
for fire-pruufing to a4 certain eaient, while the initating fibers of
which its compused prevent rats, mice, and other vermin {rom
making it their nesting places,

The method of interposing a thin layer of mineral woul be
tween the under and upper floors is & good one.  On top of the
first flour nartow stnps two by two inches are placed, say from
16 mches to 2 fect apart. This leaves the intamediate spaces
to be filled with mineral woul.  This should be placed invery
loosely, nut packed, this being an unnciessary consumption of
matenial, and the top layer of fluusing nailed in position.

By this method & very warm, mufiled, and partially firc-proof
flour 15 seeufed withuut the use of any matenials to produce dny
rot, or.become the nesung place and rendezyous of vennin,

All fine passenyer waches are built on this plan.  Some of
them are wholly incased in mincral wool on the inside.  Lumber
Trade fournal.

The “Canadian Contractors' Hand-Book,” 50 cents to RECORD
subscribers.



