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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHRISTIAN
ENDEAVORERS.

T HE adaptability of Christian Endeavor to
meet the needs of every deiomination, in
the education of its young people, is illus-

trated by the recent action of the Committee of
the General Assenbly of the Presbyterian Church
having oversight oi the young people's societies.
The General Assembly, at its meeting in June
last, instructed this conmittee "to consider how
the doctrine, polity, history, and work of the
clurch may be brought more adequately before
the young people througli the societies."

'rhe commiittee has prepared a plan of study in
line with these instructions, which is sure to prove
educative and helpful to Presbyterian young peo-
ple, and which will still kcep them in toucli with
the gencral iovemeit.

It is proposed that five minutes of each meet-
ing be given for the study of doctrine. The text-
book chosen is the Shorter Catechism, a question
of which is to be recited and a short address or
paper given on sone important point in the ques-
tion. One meeting a nionth is to be devoted to
the study of the polity, listory, and work of the
church. The second meeting of the month is the
one selected, as the subjects set in the uniforni
topic card more readily fall in with this arrange-
ment. The montlhly topics for 1897 are calculated
to prepare the way for a more detailed study,
along the lines indicated, in subsequent years,
and their use cannot fail to be deeply interesting
and profitable to Presbyterian Clristian Endeav-
orers. A special topic card, emîbracing these
features and suggesting lelpful literature for the
study of the 'opics, has been prepared by the
Endeavor Herald Company. Arrangements have
also been made for the publication of "helps" for
these monthly meetings in the Iresby/erian Record.
Any information with regard to tihis plan of study
will be gladly furnisied by the convener of the
committee, Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, M.A., Bow-
manville, Ont.

This readiness on the part of the Presbyterian
Church to help the Christian Endeavor societies
to put a fuller meaning into tleir motto, "For
Christ and the Church/," is deserving of coin-
iendation. The societies may now show their

appreciation of the interest manifested in them
by the General Assenbly, by leartily adopting
the plan of study. May its use bring a blessing
to every society ! It is Ian Maclaren who says
that "the best service any mian can render to
Christianity is to sec that the work of his own
deniomination is well organized and effectively
carried out," and with this declaration Christian
Endeavor is in full accord.

CoNIUCTE) tV S. J. IUNCA.CLAIRK.

LIFE WORTH LIVING.

I S life worth living? Ves, so long
As tiere is wrong to riglt,

Wail of the veak against the strong
Or tyranny to fight

Long as there lingers gloomî to chase,
Or streammîîîîg tear to dry,

One kindred wvoe, ane sorrowing face
That smîiles as we draw niglhî

Long as a tale of anguishi swells •
lie hcart, and lids grow wet,

And at the sounîd of Clristmnaq beiN
We pardon and forget;

So long as faith vith freedomî reigns,e
And loyal hope survives,

And gracious charity retmains
To leaven iowly lives;

While there is one untrodden tract
For Intellect or Will,

And ien are free to think and act
Life is vorth living stili.
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A FEW RErIARKS.

H AVE you read the editorial in last montl's
Hima) on "Our Deepest Need"? If not,
turn it up nov and read it before you go

any farther. The plans and miiethiods wiich may
be suggested in this Corner will be unavailing
uiess this need lias beei met in you. Take your
Bible, and spend the first quiet half hour you
have in reading vhîat it teaclies about this
supreniely important subject. Read jno. j 4 • 15-
31 ; 16: 7-14; Acts i : 8; 2: t-40; RoM. 8:
9. Ephes. 5: 18. Then ask God to show you
your own weakness and wortlilessiess, that you
mîîay truly realize your absolute nîeed of Ilis HIoly
Spirit. One word as' to how the coimîand of
Ephes. 5: iS iay be obeyed. Remîeiber, ail
God's comniands are enablings, and Ile asks
nothing that FIe will not give power to performî.
The nlecessarv conditions to obedience in this
case nay be briefly suniiarized as follows: r. Be
h/ungry; thiat is to say, create anappetite hy prayer
and Bible study for the filling of the Spirit. So
doing you put yourself iii the position to be filled.
Sec Matt. 5: 0. -. Be emib', a vessel viici
aiready contains something, cannot be filled withi
somîething cIse. Ttus you mîust yield up every-
thing you have to God, if you would receive the
fulness of His Spirit; you must liold nothing
more precious tlhan this blessing ; like Abrahtai
you must cliib Moriali, and offer up your Isaac.
y. Be open; that is to say, when you are hunigry
and enptied expect God to do His part. Let not
the stone of unbelief roll over the entrance to
your soul and exclude the blessing. 4. 1
obedient; do just whîat God tells you. Wien
you receive the Holy Spirit in His fulness b
faith, do not expect whuat soneone lias called,
"a drawing rooni experience"; He may, and
probably vill, Iead you, as He did the Master, out
into the wilderness to be tcnpted of the devil.
But wherever He leads and whatever He says,
be obedient.

And now just a word about prayer. I ani
convinced that there are more dead, indifferent
Christian Endeavor societies for lack of prayer
than for any otlier reason. Prayer is the God-
ordained channel of blessing for the believer,
and if it is neglected starved seuls cannot fail to
result. Have more prayer in your prayer meet-
ings; let tlat first word be strongly eipha-
sized. Set your comnittees. to concen red and
frequent prayer about their work. Urge the
individual members to daily plead God for
blessing upon the society. Wien there is more
praying about our work tliere will be less play-
ing at it.

il conclusion, let me again remind you that
a uhcarty welcome awaits you whenever you
choose to take a seat in the "Corner." Let us
hear about your plans, let us ielp you iii your
difficulties.

OUR CONSECRATION MEETINGS.

T is impossible for us to give too iuch
attention to this crowning service in Christ-
ian Endeavor. It should be planned for

witl * mucht thought and prayer. Often
its hielpfulness may be increased by making it
assume sonie very definite fori. For instance,
one monti the itembers nay be called upon to
consecrate thenselves to personal work; seeking
specially that God would give His lHoly Spirit
for the work of dealing with individuals about
thieir souls. The uplifted liand miay bu asced as
a pledge to attenpt such service. Again, the
keceping of the norning watch iii prayer and
Bible study may be made the purpose of the con-
secration; cach being askced to promise at lcast
fifteen minutes -alone with God before breakfast
eaci norning. Few definite acts of consecra-
tion arc more likely to result in untold blessing
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to the iemtîbers and to the society than tihis.
On aiother occasion the consecration of one-
tenth of thei incoie mîay be sotglht, or perhaps
the soluiteeriig of their lives for the service
of Christ in foreign lands. Thtus the consecra-
tion meeting iay becone a very definite, practi-
cal iieans of grace, instead of being, as it some-
tinies is, a mere mîonthly opportunity for the
repairing of broken vows.

A CALL TO ARMSI

L OUDLY would I sound (lie bugle call that
wili suninion the Christian Enîdeavor hosts
in Canada to arns ! There is battle to be

waged in our land which uitust strain every nerve
and test every sinew if we would win. It is a
fight for te Lord and lis Da ! The growing
laxity and indifference amiong professing Christ-
ian people in the niatter of Sabbatli observance
is too sadly apparent to need cotnent. One
thing is evident; utiiless the friends of the Sab-
bath buckle an their arior, and hasten to its
defence, it will be lost as a day of rest and wor-
ship beyond ail recovery. Wiat can we do?
you ask; and it is because I have sonething
deiniite to propose th.at I sound tiis Lall to a, 1i1s.

This question is iot a lotal or municipal onc ; it
is provincial. ''lhe elervanîce of the Sabbatli in
Ontario is governed by a provincial law which
applies with equal force to ail parts of the pro-
vince. Under this law wiat can be donc in
Toronto nay be done in Parr) Sotnd or any-
whîere else; and what cannot be done in Parry
Sound mîay not be done iii Toronto. No muni-
cipa! law can override or interfere with its enforce-
ment. Thus if under it Sunday cars arc illegal,
no popular vote or ty b>-iaw can eipower
them to run. Now tiere exists in Ontario a
society kniown as the "Lord's Day Alliance,"
the object of which is to preserve our rest day
frot desecration. This Alliance is testing the
legality of Sunday cars under the provincial act
before the Court of Appeal, and decision will pro-
bably lie given this month. Now, should the
judgient be adverse, the Alliance wili probably
go to the Legislatut e in the spring and ask thei
to so aiend the act as to makze it cover Sunday
cars; should te judgnent be favorable, the
street railway coilpanies will probably seek at
anendmiient of the att to pet muit of Sunday cars.
li any case a battle royal will be fouglt in the
Ontario liouse, and the side wiich can exert the
greater pressure will probably win. Fromt this
you can understand that lieavy expenses must
be incurred and a large iemibership tirouglhout
the province would be a great strengtlh to the
Alliance. No organization is in a better position
to sc-ure suci tiemîbers than our Chîistian En-
deavor so.ieties. Let our city and county unions
take this up. .\n annual fée of fifty cei4s mîakes
one a mîemîber. Send at once to Mr. A. E.
O'Meara, Confederation Life Bldg., Toronto,
for nieibership blanks, etc., and begin an iiii-
iediate camas in your own church and neigli-

borliood. We slhould be able to secure at least
uo,ooo mieibers iii Ontario by January, 1897.
Now then, altogether, and let the battle cry be,
"For the Lord and His Day 1"

SOCIAL TO SAVE.

OCIA L TO SAVE; not to amuse or entertain
as too often seeis ta be the idea held by
-îmany coimmittces, but to gather in the out-

siders and give theni a littie taste of lcaven lhere
on eartlh. The work of the Social Commîtîîittec
should be as deeply spiritual as that of any otier
branci of Christian Endeavor. To my minîd it
is a mîisconception thiat itakes its cliief duty the
arranging of onerts, teas, and otier enjoyable
but not always edifying gatherings. I may
as well at once admit that I have soiewhat
peculiar views on this mîatter, and that vill pre-
pare you for anything strange I mîîay say. No
Social Cotmmniittec thîat adiits the se.ular, and
so to a large extent excluSde or sbiurdinates the
spiritual, is fit for Christian Endeavor work. If
you cannot win souls by exalting Christ, you


