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Henry Fawcett M.P.

————

Henny Fawoerr, whose death was
ohronioled Nov, 0, 1884, was & notaa
worthy oxamplo of what perseverance
and applioation will do. Whilst out
shooting in 1808, being bat 28 years of
‘age, ho was ealirely deprived of his
oyesight. What ho has since learned
“was, consequently, from others., Not.
withstanding the difeulties under
which lie labored” Le was one of the
bebt informed.men upon turront topics.
In April 1807 he married Millicent,
. daughter of Nowson Garreft Esg., of

Aldeburgh, Suffolk, and to bor nota
little of hig.sucacas 18 to e ascribed.,

= - Heliry-Pawoett:" was: '{lie sonwdl ‘W,

Fawoett Esq., of ,Salisbury, and was

vorn At the latter’ place in 1888, He| -

. was educated at Trinity Hall, Cam.
bridge and graduated with high matlie-
matical honors in 1856, :Ho was
electad fellow of the Cambridge Society
«duting the samo year. Notwithstanding
his blindness he wrote “A Mariual of
Politickl Econowny” in 1808, ond the
‘uEconomic Position of the British
Taborer” in 1865 and having beem an

extensive contributor of ettidkes of |

economio and political scjence. to the’
* various magazinos and reviows-; he was
eleoted in 1808, Professor . of Political
Economy in the University of“Camn.
bridgo, ¥o unsuccéssfully contested
on Liberal principles, Southivark in
1857, and tho borough of Cambridge
in 1862, He was again defented at

Brighton in Feb. 1864 hut was returned
by the last inentioned constituency at
the-general clection of July 1865, and
was re-elected in 1808. He was un.
seated at Brighton in 1874 but was
elected for Hackney during the same
year. On the formation of Mr. Glad.
stone’s administration in 1880 ho was
?poiutdd Post Mastor General. The

niversity of Wurzburg on the cceasion
of it$ ter.centeniary in 1882 conferred
ugon,_Mr. Fawcett the honorary decrce
of Doctor in Political Economy, A
now and fevised édition of Mr. Fawcott's
“Manyal of Political Lconomy” was
published‘in 1800 ‘with two now
chapters on’ “National Education" and
“The Poor Lnws and their influenco‘on
Pauperism.”  Still, ancthor edition
'n]i)penrcd in 1874. e also published
“Pauporisin, its cases and Romedics"
1871, “‘Specches on somo owrrent
Political’ Questions™ 1878 and  “Free

Trado and Protectivn” in 1878. * Mre.]
] “delight to eall it

Fawcett bas alsa published soveral
works oo political economy and is an
srdent supporter of the women's
-auffrage movement.
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HENRY ' FAWCETT, M.P.
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Mr. Fawocett was sick ouly few
days with pleurisy and pusaneonis.

It is long since the death of & prom-
inent politioan has svowsed such o
general and widespread feeling of regret
a8 has been oaused by the uantimely
docease of Mr. Tawocetl. By every
parly in'the House of Commons Mr.
Fawcelt was held in the highest
respect. Throughout the country by
politiciane of ovar{ grade as well as by
men who pay little heed to whatis
roing on in tha pelitieal world, hia
onreer was followed with the utmost
interest andl often with the warmest
sdwmiration. The wonderful ocourage
and manliness with whish be had
fought againet the sad socident which
threatened for & time to blight his
careor gained for him the sympathy of
every one with whom hLe oawme into
contavt and of many who knew bim
simply by repute. No man conld have
set to work more doggedly or more
bravely than be did. to live o life of
usefulness and aotivily in epite of a
disaster whioch would have crushed
ninety-nind people out of a hnudred.
‘Moreover, ag a polilician he ocoupicd a
unique poaition of whish-any public man
might be proud. He was a sirong
‘Liberal, in many respeots:-n radical of
the plilosophioal school as oppoeed to
'the Birmingham type, as the Tories
Strong Liberal
tmeasarcs always received his support,
bat he was essentially an independant
Tiberal, and no one knew beltar than

\

the Liberal whips that there wasin Mr.

Fawcett at least one man in the House
who could not be forced by any pressure
to vote or spoak with his paity if he
did not heartily and thorougbly
approve of their policy. Once or twice
his independence las, from & party
point of view, ‘proved moat injurious.
Once certainly, his influence went &
long way towards nearly upsetiing one
of Mr. Gladstone's Administrations.
His conscientiousness,bis firmness, and
his ability were such asto command
admiration on all sides, and the tributes
which have beer paid his.memory by
Mr. Gladstone, Lord Hartingten, Sir
Stafford Northoote, and Lord Jobn
Manpers- have been as sinoers ex-
prossions of regret and admiration as
have ever fallen from the lips of public
men. 1 As the Postmaster-General
during the presant Administration, Mr.
Fawoeit bas. been an_ usoqualified
succone. His administrative qualities
proved far superior to thoso of his
predecessors and far greater than Lad
becn expeoted.of a professor of politica!
econpluy who had been previously
epoken of wot unfrequently as &
doctrinare politiclan. We need not

mantion any of the numerons reforms-

which Lie brought about at 8t. Martina
le Grand, He will be missed theve not
only by the raypk and file of the posi-
office, by whom he was respected as
Postiaster Genersls very rarely are,
but in o still lirger messure by the
publio who reposed in him & confidenss
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T lewBb
“| while otit partiidge +shootlog ‘with ‘Bl

which they placed in very few men jnr
bis position. . As a political economist
Mr. Fawoett can hardly be called an
original thinker 'but he had a wonder-
fally olear and able mind, with powers
of persuasion an}  lacid expresion
which give to his writings a permsuent
vslue. His books have been dnd wil;
be etill tnore widely ‘read; and will'do
muoch to perpetuate the name of ons of
the moss remarkable and most hanour-
able figares in both political sod
literary worlds.

The Right flon. George J. Shaw
Lofevre, M, ~ uss. been sppointed
Postmaeter-General, in sucoession to.
the Inte Mz, Fatveelf.
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father, he was the viotim of & melan-.
choly accident. As his father was.
about to fire, the head of his son rose.
into view directly in front of him, snd:
he received wounds in each eye which
blinded him for- life. The last xnd
greatest honour conferred upon bim.
was when he was made Postmaster:.
General by Mr. Gladstone.. As 2
private member of Parliament he went
ot onoe to the front, and ew besoming
an administrator ke far mord than
justified the most eabruine expectations
formed by those who had gsuged bin
gregt oapsoities for hard work. Aw
Poatmaster-General he distinguisbed
himself not merely for energy and
assiduity, but for s readimess to fest
and try now thingewben they approved:
themselves to his remarkably sane
busigens judgment. The posteffice,.
now #0 vaet an .cstablishment, may
have been as well adnunistered before

as it was under his rulo, bat never
better. Ihe manner in twhioh he first

Brighton is characteristio of his cour-
ageous spirit and his oheerful indiffer-.
ence $o his afflistion. He travelled
down tp Brighton ono afternoon alonse-
and unattended, and wheao he resached
his hiotel Lie heard there was & politioalt
meeting in the town that evening, Ho
asked the waiter aftor dinper fo
accompany bim thither, and staxted
forth under the man's guiganqe. He
found the meoting decupied in selecting
candidates for the spproachiog election,
and without o ‘Womeut's hesitation be
vose and said that he did not wish to
disturb tho barmony of the eévening,
but bogged to annonncs that hoe intend-
ed to offer himself 88 & ocandidate,
This bold address naturally took every
one by eurprise, but his candidature
was adopted with acolamation, aud be

neatly tea years. B

.

ply <45t be lefe QamBrige;.

jutroduced himself to- the electors of .

’

subsequent!y représeuted Brighton for '



