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OURRENT NOTES.
1!dI'R0VEIEI%- IN BOOK ZOVERS.

P URCHASERS of Canadian paper.
bound bocks af fiction bave, wiîbout a

daubt, noted with pleasure the marked in-
provernent that has recently been made in
the printing. binding. and. mare particu-
larly. in the caver designs of rnany of the

bocks now bcing sbown. Severa pub-
lishers have departed from the old Colonial
li~rary systemn of unifarm, covers, andi are
issuitig each separate bock in a paper andi
caver design that marks ils individuality

and etiables those acquainted %ith the bock
ta rtrcognize it withaut locking for the titie.
Li most cases, tbe caver paper is ai a

gooti quality andi colar. and the designs are
unique and attractive in appearance as wcll
as being artistic in taste. andi cniy thase

selling the boaks knaw how niuch tbese

improvemenls bave influenced and attiet
ta their sale.

As yet, sorte books are being put In

cavers ai different calars yet cf the sanie
design. but the time is fast approaching

wben a bock will be recognizable by its
color andi design alone.

A PUIJfSING ALLIANCE.

The most interesting news tbat tbe pub.

lisbing world bas beard in niany a long day
is that af Uic affiance between Harper &
Bras. and the hMeClure interests, including
the S. S. McClure Ca. and the Daubleday
aind McClure Ca. The nieaning of il. about
wbich there bave been xnany queries, is

plain enaugb nanieiy. business. Messrs.
-Harper have an enormous establishment

and more niaterial than they can handie ta
advantage in the aid way. Tbey tuant ta
brin g newr blaod and new metbods int tbeir

establishment, and sa tbey bave ailieti
themselves with the newest blocd and the

ne .uest niethatis. A new encyclopedia in
3o volumes is already announceti. Every

business has seen a change oi metbads in
tbe past ten years. but in nane bave tbere

been greater changes than in the publisbing
cf books anti periodicals.

A P'ENSION FOR mus KINGSIZORD.

The cabte annaunceinent tbat the British
Government have granteti a pension of $ toa
ta thc widaw ai the late Win>. Kingsford,

thc Canadian historia>. was received by

niany Canadians in tbe spirit that shoulti
characterize ane who hears that honors have
been bestowed on a friend. Mir. Kingsford

may be said ta have set aside the latter part
of his 111e for a work in the accomplish-

ment of wbicb the Dominian, andi not the
author, was the chief gainer. Had he de-
voted himself ta bis profession. civil engin.

eering. insteati af te literary work, bis
pecuniary reward would. in ail probability,
bave been niucb greater. But lie obeycd
the -eall ta the latter. Canadians are
glad that he diti. and it is only natural tbat
they should be pleased tbat the Imperial

Gcvernment appreciate bis labors suffi-
ciently ta awrard a pension ta bis widaw.
Sorne tinie aga. Mrs. Kingsford was granted

LiSo from the fund ai the British Royal
Ubrary. and Sir W. C. Macdonald. just
about the sam. lime, asked her te accept
an annuity ai Ssaa front him. The Do-
minion Government gave Mr. l<ings(ord
sartie slight financial assistance while hc
was preparing bis histary but, as fair as we

are aware, they bave not yet dane ainything
for bis widow.

Wholesalc booksellers are usuauly open
about this time ai the year ta da more busi-
ness than tbey get. Andi whule.NMidsummcr

afi1899 is much like ils predecessars in this
respect, yet these quiet characterisîics aire
nat so pronaunced as is usuial ait tbis seasan.
We are tld by the dealçrs that tbe book

trade is unusually brisk for this time ai thc
year. -IT is swelling right along.- as ane

dealer put it. And not only is thc trade
belter. but the bocks that are wainted are of

a better and more expensive class.
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