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MEDICAL EDUCATION

REPORT 0F THE ONTARIO MEDICÂL ASSOCIATION
ON JUDGE HIODGINS' REPORT ON

MEDICAL EDUCATION
The Ontario Medical Association is a voluntary organizat ion,now in its thirty-eighth yearan representative of the best ideals ofthe meclical profession in ethcd Practice and education. It includesini its membership the vast majority of the most active and bestinformed in ail branches of the medical profession. It bas stood firmlyfor the rights of the people in matters pertaining to public health, andthe suppression of irregular and ignorant classes of practitioners, whoscek to prey upon the credulity of their clients. The objects and alims ofthis Association are to promote a scientific spirit among its members, tomaintain a high code of medical ethics, and to encourage sound medicallegislation. Animated by these motives the Ontario Medical Assciationrespectfully begs to submit the following expressions ot oflion.

I. The Publie Welfare.
On page 4 of justice H-odgins' report the following words are iound:1I have, therefore, endeavored to consider them al] from the point ofview of the public, and with an appreciation botb of the responlility ofthe Province for the public health, and its duty, and equalfyimportant,of allowing the individual citizen reasonable freedom of action."The foreg'oinig position cannot be too highly commended. The chiefend of allegisiation is the ?rotection of the people. In aIlmatters per-taining to the treatment of ail forms of diseases and injuries this canonly be secured by exacting from ail who would undertake the duties ofattcnding and treatinz the sick or înjured the highest possible standardof trainiing and scientîific education that modern medical scientific know-I.dpe can furnish. Sucb legislation will not only protect the public, butit will, in a very large measure, protect the profession against slothfulmethods in its ranks and overcrowding, and the evils that tend to flowfirom these. No one sbould, therefore, be permitted to practise any formof heaiing who does not obtain the Ontario license.

IL. Vested Rights.
On the very important subject of Vested Rights > Mr. justice Hod-gins seems to lay down a sound principle on page 6 when he emnploysthese words: " Whatever might be the position of those outside t hereKlr medical profession at the time wben Sir James Whitney.madethis promise, it is flot possible after that date to say that anyr practitionershave established themselves in Ontario in such a manner as to havesecured a status or to have been.possessed of anything known as a vestedright to practise."
The promise here referred to is the statement made by Sir JamesWhitney on 3oth June, i913, that he would appoint a Commission toinvestigate medical education and practice in Ontario. With this position:)f the Commissioner, that those who have coinmenced any florm of


