
EDITORIAL,.

I3ritain, Caniada and the UYnited States allow theinselves to, be dependent
upon Germnany for sueh produets. We have the niaterial and the brains
and mîake these two iniet and gîve us tbe finished produet.

Tiiere is ulo good reason w'hy (ilerniany should enter upon the statte
quo ante whien the war is over ; and find all bier rights iii the Alhod eotn
tries the saine as in the days of peac. rpj1 t site planned a brutal war
there is nuo doubt, that she lias w aged( it iii a brutal and savage miner
tiiere is nio doubi, and that slie lia,, ill-treated tire priswîers of war there
is rio doubt. A Il this slîoîld bave meted out the severest sort of piin-
ish men1't.

(h'rrriany's mletliîods of business have been mnort tnruputiýlous. 'She
fîoluoe tlic world w'itb agents to, seli lier drng prwductsý under fancy
naine11s. anfd at hoi prices uiuler patents. [t was not long until drugs
intulnded for presvription order found tlieir way iinto tho hiaius of the
general publie. Thils was the selieine front the beginning of these marnn-
facturers ani agents.

The l1'nîted States lias set a good exaînple. That eountry has eati-
eeidthe patents of those wlio made salvarsan and ahl kindred prepara-

tionis, and bas aiîtlorized firins in the eýouîtry toi produc tiiese drugs ait
a reaisoliable prie. This is one good step in the righit directionî. We
hope to) sec the (iovernment of Canada aet in a siîlar maainer.

BACTERIOLOUICAL EXAMINATION 0F TIIE 13LOOD IN IRRIT-
AB3LE IIEART.

;raee Briseoe and Lyn Dimond (IBritish Medicul Journal, August
18,1917) ealu attention to the fact that several observers have reported
finding organisa in the blood of cases of irritable heart. They made
two seriies of observations, i the first of whieh they also obtained a num-
ber. of positive cultures. They were subsequently able to determine that
no.st, if trot ail, of these were due to contamination. A second series of
cultures was therefore undertaken with an improved technique, and one
wbich lhad ben shown to eliminate practically ail danger from contamina-
tion. In this second series, which included ninety-six observations on
forty-three cases, ail of the cultures remaîned sterile, except a few whieh
later became eontaminated from. the air when the flasks were oepned.
It was concluded that there was no evidence of bacteriemia in cases of
irritable heart New York Medical Journal.


