
2 2 . THE CANADA LANCET. [AP.,'
rosis-the "I man with scraps of paper " of Char- among the greater number of organs, and thiscot'e a neurasthenc. generalization seems to justify my opinion. TheThe troubles of the mind can go still further ; neurasthema held by Mead, non unam sedemit is- not always sufficient to the neurasthenic to habet, sed morbus totius corporis est. Let us re-concentrate his remaining attention on the trouble- view them systems by system, and analyse first ofsome symptoms that he experiences. He often all the state of the functions of the nervous 8ystem.creates inlaginary perils, some absorbing and jr- As regards the,"I intellect," one frequently noticesrational obligations, which are evidence of a outaide the defects previously pointed out (weak-greater decline; the question of phobias then ening of memory, attention of will-power, autoarises, of which we will speak later. observation), an irritability of temper, an· insta-..5i From cerebral weakness we approach mus- hility of character, which belongs, it would seem,cular weakness or amyosthemia. Neurasthenics to a fundamental neuropathy, hereditary or ac-constantly complain of a sensation of general las- quired, rather than to neurasthema itself.uitude, of exhaustness of the forces, which mani- It is, also, extremely frequent to see patiente.
fet itaself principally on awakening, or succeeds absorbed in and dominated by the idea that theythe least fatigue. This diminution of muscular are amitten with sonue organic disease, for instance,energy of which the dynameter furnishes the oh- a lesion of the heart or of the stomach. Butjective demontration, can be pushed to the point contrary to what is passing among Nosomaniacaof necessitating the patient's remaining in bed for equally possessed of the idea of an organic affect-some weeks, or even monthe. However, there ex- ion, the neurasthenic only asks to relinquish hiists no modification of the sensibility of the reflexes, fixed idea, to be convinced of its fallacy-showof electric reactions, or of the sphincters. There him that he is wrong, furnish.him with arguments,is here no question of a paresis of organic nature, he coincides with your opinion at once and imme-but only of purely subjective phenomena because diately recovers his spirits. Unfortunately it ismuscular energy which has remained latent may quite as easy to discourage as to convince and -hebe rudely awakened under the influence of some returne quickly to his melancholic ideas. The.powerful stimulation of the nervous system. nosomaniac, as confirmed in his. opinion as any,6. Rachialgia, which is the spinal analogue of maniac, will listen to your arguments with in,headache, consiste of pains spontaneous or in- difference or irritation, thoroughly convinced beduced, in the course of the spinal column; these forehand not to allow himself to be persuaded andpains most often take place at the bottom of the in fact, you will neyer succeed in aodifying hiscervical rtgion, or in the lumbo sacral region opinion even hould thie ret on no other found

(plaque sacrée of Charcot), sometimes in the coccy- ation whatever.
geail region (coccydynia). One frequently finds Among patients possessing a hergditary. degen
shooting pains in the lower extremities coinciding eration, mental troubles may exhibit themselve#with rachialgia without the subject presenting on in phobias and even terminate in mental alienation,the 'other hand any of the symptoms of tubes, Besides amyosthenia, which we have previouslySometimes, in addition,*dorsal pain is accompanied discussed, motor troubles are not uncommon,by scattered neuralgic pains, then it is the general Beard and Bouveret, describe some forms ofneuralgia of valleix. paralysis; imperfect, variable and of short. durr7. Ga8tric troubles are observed among neuras- ation, most frequently proceeding by attacks of athenices with such frequency that they may take few minutes only. Regis las ever. observedthe rank of stigmata. It need not be -thought aphasia.

however, there is a form of dyspepsia especially The weakness of the legs has been frequentlyrelated to neurasthema. The. greater number of noticed ; certain forme of functional weakness,fthe principal types of ordinary dyspepsia may be for instance writers cramp are far from bçingfound in the latter. exceptional.
. Recently Pitres has described the c aracteristics8cessory aymptom.-The symptoms of the of neurastlenic tremor.; the oscillations are shor4,second- order. may be divided uniformly enough rapid, vibratory, similar to those of -expphthaMj


