114

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

school. Ile argued at some length that the best muans of furnish-
ing « supply of pupil teachers and making & proper selection of fit
persons was that adopted 1w England, where tvachers in the pn-
mary schools selected those pupils they thought best fitted for the
work and induced their parents to apprentice them to the teachers.
Then after satisfactory service as apprentice teachers, they were
sent up to the training schools to take their diplomas and become
teachers themselves.  They had been so far very lachy in the
chuicu of partivs admitted to the McGill Normal ‘Schoul, They
had uo complaint to make of any of those in the classes duriug the
ast year. At the eud of the term again, as he had eaid, the pro-
essors felt 2 new anxioly and difliculty, in the decision with
regard to thoss who should be held qualified to be sent out to teach.
They were sending out u very large class thug year, no less thau
fifiy-four, but in sv far as they could judge they were all weli
fitted for the work. Another matter frequently alluded to was the
number of female teachers sent out in proportion to the male. 1o
held this, after long experience, a blessing to be tauh{ul for, not
«a thing 10 be lamented. Young men as a rule were not to be de-
pended on as teachers.  Very few chose to make it a profession.
They made it a u.ere stepping stoue to something clse. Female
teachers as a rule were more 10 be depended upon. It was said
buys taught by a female .cacher lust some of the maaliness of
charactes they would learn from 2 mastes.  1f this manhiess was
of tie sort with descriptions of which the papers sn Braaw aid
America had lately teemed it were well they shouid not acquire
it. Thero was a Janger to be guarded aguinst hese uy well as in
England, though in a less degree—that this education intended for
the poorest should be diverted 10 the benefit of the mddie ciassos.
This should not be overluwwhed. He had during the past session
devoted 2 goud deal of the tume of his classes to a study of the
diffuient methods of teaching, a_subject which he believed would
be of the greatest use to the pupil teachers tatheir tuture laburs.

Atter some music by Prof. Fowler aud some of tus pupils :—

Professor Robins said he had never in this or any other educa-
tional institution worked with more atientive and energetic classes.
They were giving, it was true, a large number of diplomas; but
hie believed they had never been better deserved. His only fear
was lest the great success in the school of the teachers now going
forth might lead them to rest satisfied with their present acquire-
meats, &inkiug now the labor of learning was terminated. ~This
was a fallacy they should specially guard against. They must not
rest satisfied with their present attainments. They could not, in-
deed, hope to pursuc the studies of books with the same assiduity
and close attention as they had done at school, but they must now
begin to study more and more—he could not strongly enovgh im-
press on them the necessity of studying men and things. It was
100 much the fashion to regard the teacher as very excellent in the
schoo) room or among his books, but utterly unfitted for active out-
zide life. This was the fault of teachers themselves. They had
only need of proper self teliunce to succeed in anything. They
could have plenty of help and applause from others when they had
helped themselves. With regard to the question of female teachers,
hie heartily congratulated the public that so many were being sent
out. They were the best teachers. And for the argument of
manliness—-it was the tiue womanliness of woman that brought
out the manlinesg of man. He was much struck by the use of the
wonl womanliness by alady pupil in an essay, as signifying those
attributes of sincerity and eamestness which men were wont to
call manliness. He had now to say farewell to the students about
to leave the school. Many of them would probably never meet
again. ltwas a matter of decp gricfto part with them aiter so
happily formed an acquaintance and friendship. Nothing could
enable one to support the pain of so many such partings as they
who taught there had to endure, but the thought that this life, in
which they might never meet, was but fleeting and that when it
was over they might hope 10 meet again. Then he hoped they
might all have 50 lived, sodischarged their dutics in this world as
to meet happily in the other.

Mr. A, Mortiz, A. M. and governor of the University then siad
—1tis 2 very pleasant puty to appear hero to-day, for the pnrgosc
of givin cx%resslon to the interest with which the Normal School
18 regarded by the Corporation_of McGil. College. That body
exercisc 2 joint supervision with you, sir, over the institution,
and justly regard it as eminently. deserving of tho confidence of the
commuaity. They will be prepared on aﬁoccasions and by every
means in their power to advarce its interests. They trust that it
wea continue steadily to advance, will bs proved .ucreasingly
eflicient as & teaching lustiiate, wall be auended by Jarge nurabers

of pupil teachers and will be found to exercise a widely diffused
influence over the Eaglish speaking population of Lower Canada,
Viewed relatively to lﬁin part of the population, tis Institution s
oue of no slight importance. It stands iu fact alone, the solitary
institution of 1its Lmd, for their oxclusive benefit. It 18 to be
trusted then, that it will continue to recerve the condial counten-
ance and the liberal support of the community. Nay is it too much
to hope, that sume liberal citizen may yet emulate the Lberalay
of McGill, and by an enduring endowment, transmit his name to
posterity as that of a benefactor aud a wise friend of pupular edu-
cation? The cause of education has of late years made decided
advances. In Cauada the oflice of the teacher once despised, is
now begiuning to be more highly favored, as indeed it ought to be,
It 1s beginnng to take 1ts true position. The necessity too of the
teacher being thoroughly trained and highly equipped 1u order to
the right distargc of his reponsible duties is, at length, now cleatly
understood.  But much yet remains to be done. [ would remind
you, the pupils who have comnpleted your course, aud thoss also
who are going forward towards that end, that you have your re-
ponsibilities in connection with this Iustitution, ~Yoa are to stanp
upon this ustitution its character. The fame of the School is 1a-
trusted to you. I you prove yourselves to be diiigent, faithfu}
teachers, apt to teach and in earnest jn yuur work, yuut cundudt
will reflect credit upon the School. But if yuu discharge yous
duties in a careless, perfunctory manuer, your remizsuess and
?Out inefficiency will reflect discredit upon your tramig. But you
ave personal responsibilities as well.” The oflice of teacher su-
volves these. See to it then, that you take a nght view of the
importance of the duties you are abuut to cuter upun.  Recolledt,
that if anything is worth duing it is worth duing well, and if this
be true of the every day incidents of our common _li.g, it is susely
yet inore true of your duties. Brought, as you "'l be, in contaci
with tie young mind when most plastic and easily inipressed, you
will leave traces upon your pupils that will b~ cead in the char.
acters of their after lives. Apart from your raere teaching, the
unconscious influence, exerted by your own daily actions and the
tenor of your lives, will teil upon your pupils—aye and will be
reproduced on other generations.  See to 1t then, that you appre-
ciate the lugh responsibuiities of the duties you are ealted to assume.
And you will then find in the hearly discharge of these, n the
thorough faithful trasming of the young minds commitied to your
care, in the communication of secular knowledge, 1 the incuica-
tion of pure morality and in the leading of the expanding mind to
a contemplation of the Great Creator, a real pleasure and a hie
long delight. Aud after your day is spent, aml you lie down to
rest from your labours, your work will follow you: and you wii
hive, even then upon the earth you have left, m the tran<mted
mfluence of your teachings and of your hfe, upon geuerauons yet
unborn—an mmmortality of a kind and degree wiuch the proud
warrior who wntes his name in letters of bivod, upon the tair face
of nature witl farl to attam—an immortality surely worth the stniv-
ing eamestly after.
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The Hon. Chairman in concluding the proceedings wished 10
add all the weight which his official position might give 1o the
very judicious remarks already made about the duties and position
of the teacher. He hoped those going forth that day would sull
keep up their connection with the Institution. It was that such
2 connection might be perpetuated that he had encouraged and
awded the formation of teachers® agsociations mn conncstion with the
several Normal Schools, and.he was happy to say thatihose trained
in these schiools were becoming the most active and prom:ncnt
members of the associations. We hoped those who had then
recerved their diplomas would not neglect to avail themselves of
the value of the association open 1o them. He also trusled
thoy would keep up their connection with the deparntment. The
government does a great deal to help the teacher. It is only fair
that it should expect their aid to help themselves and each other
in the work o. education. And in this connection he desired 1o
call their attei.iion 10 the pension fund. They perbaps might feel
now as if they would never wear themselves out in the work. But
thattime had nme to others : it would very likely come to them,
and then if ey had contributed regelaly 1o this fund~—and they
could perform no woithier or more traly philanthropic_act—they
could claim an allowance from it, not as an act of mendicancy, but
proudly as a right, as something due them. He alsv called their
attention to the benefits to be derived from the Journal of
Education. Ho tendored his thanks 1o those present for tho intercst
they manifested in the causs of education. Many of their faces
had become familiar to him by their aiteadance year after year
upon the hke occasions. And 2o the teachers he wonld say, they




