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MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EDUCATIONAL INTKLLIGENCE.

Lectires lefore the Library dssoctation of Sherbrooke.

— The lecture un Tuesday was delivered by the Hon. J. 8. Sanborn;
Subject—Educativn in and out of School. The speaker defined cducation
to bo a development of the faculues of mind and body to fit the persons
for the highest condition of vscfulness. He alluded to the education of
youth among theancient Pagan nations, and constrasted it with education
under thoe influence of Christianity, Education in Chlristian countrics
is based upon Christian morality, The objects of aspiration among
Pagan nations were often totally at variance with the mazims of Chns-
tian morality, and as a conscquence one essenticl element on the highest
culture is with them wanting, the cherishing of good dispositions in the
heart.

All Christian nations make some provision for the general eduncation
of youth. The object of common schools is to lay the foundation by
teaching those branchies which underlie the whole fabric. Reading i3
the first necessity. Without this attainment a man must forever be
deprived of all knowledge not derived from personal observation and
experience. The knowledge of what bas been done, and what is trans-
piring in the world at Iarge, must in a great measure be shut out from
his vision.—The object of writing is to render a person capable of con-
veying his own ideas to others, and thus extend his influence aud useful-
ness.  Arithmetic renders one fit to protect himself from imposition,
fits him to transact busines, and is an element of great power in all the
practical concerns of life. All the calculations of bigher mathematics
of the most abstruse nature are performed by the four simple
rules of addition, substraction, multiplication and division. Spelling
was importaunt, to securo uniformity. It i3 not of so much importance
bow a word is spelled, if every body spells it in the same manner, who
uses the samelanguage. This could only be sttained by adopting a
uniform rule. People sometimes adopted a phonographic style of spelling.
which looked very curious to persons haviog respect for the genuine ver-
nacular. *

The mastery of the clementary branches, which could beattained in the
common schools, 1aid a foundation upon which & person could build to
any extent he might choose. The road to knowledge was open to alland
if there were sufficient resolution and industry, there was no limit to the
attainments that might be made, unzided by the schools, beyond
laying this ground work. There was no need of jestling any one else;
acquiriog knowledge impoverishing no one. In this respect it was unlike
acquiring wealth or honors of offices.

The oblject of the higher schools and universities was to give facility
for enlarged attainments in the arts, science and general literature. Most
persens required the stimulus of regular study, the conflict with other
minds, the aid and sympathy of experienced teachers to make great
attainments, It wasonly a few who would persistently educate them-
selveg without these aids. The study of the dead languages was o means
ot enriching the mind with thoselanguoages from which modern languages
are largely derived. It affords also excellent discipline, as it required
long and patient application.

Ouatside of the schiools many means of sclf edueation were open to all.
First, instruction derived from the Sacred Scriptures and the pulpit. Ins-
truction from the press, standard works, travels, history and novels, if
persons bad not patience to abide by facts which are oftcn stranger and
certainly more improving than fiction ; the newspaper press filled with
passing events, maxims, politics, opinions of all kinds from the shallow
10 the profound,—none ceuld ignore the newspaper and periodical press
at this age without becoming more or less fossil.

The study of the theory of agriculture, chemistry as applicable toit,
the nature of soils, propertics of manufactures, the laws of breeding as ap-
plied to farm stock and the like-manufactures, inventions, and how discov-

crics affect practical mechanics, various anccdotes of an interesting cha-
racter, were related to show the progress of inventions and improvements
in machinery.

Commerce was alladed to as instructing nations and individuals. The
exchange of products of different countrics, the discovery of gold peopling
Californis and Australia Commerce acted as a civilizer and cducator,
and commnercial mea were imbued thereby with liberal ideas, narrow
vicws and sectional prejadices removed.

The lecture was geucrally entertaining and instructive.—Sherbrooke
Gazelle of Feb. 8th.

Prizes awarded for essays on Education—At the annual meeting of
the St, Francis District Teachers' Association, held at Stanstead Plain
on the 2Gth and 27th of December, the prizes givea by J. H. Pope, Ksq.,
AL P, for the best essays on ¢ Religious Instructionin Public Schools”
were awarded as follows.—1st prize, Alrs. Rugg, Compton; 2nd prize,
Miss -Maggie M. Bothwell, Durham; 3rd yprize, Miss Lucretia Lovcjoy,
Barnston ; 4th prize, Miss dnna McLean, Lingwick.

An additional prize, given by the chairman of the Assocation, was
awarded to Mile. Elize Larivizre of Weedon, for an cssay on the French
Langusge.

MIBCELLANROUS IXTELLIGKNRCE.

HeaLtn or tns Lanas Excrisi Towns.—In the week ending Saturday,
February 8, 4,209 births and 2,546 deaths were registered cleven large
cities and boroughs of England, including London. The mean tem-
perature of the past two weeks hus considerably exceeded tho averago
temperature in the corresponding weeks of the past fifty years, this has
resulted in o marked decrease in the fatality of inflammatory discases of
the respiratory organs  The deaths last week showed a further decrease
of 62 upon those returned in recent week.  The morstality from zymotic
diseases has also declined, especially in Manchester and Liverpool. In
Hull prevailed during last weck the lowest annual rate of mortality, 20-2
per 1,000 persons living. The rates in the other towns, ranged in order
from the lowest, were a3 follows :—Dirmingham, 20:G ; Leeds, 207
London, 23 3 : Sheflield, 24 5; Salford, 258 ; Bradford, 26-1 ; Bristol,
28-0 ; Manchester, 286 ; Liverpoul, 29 4 ; and the highest rate during the
week, 33-9, in the borough of Neweastle-upon-Tyne.

The cightieth anniversary of the first scttlement of British Colonists in
Australin was celebrated by a public dinner in Londor on the 25th ult.
Two wembers of the Government were present, one of whom, Mr Corry,
M.P., the First Lord of the Admiralty, responded for the navy, and said
that he was delighted to find that the Australian colonies were rendy to
contribute to their uwn defence, and not throw the expense of that on
the mother country. The Admiralty had presented the colony of Victoria
with a guardship ; and Mr. Corry had put into the naval estimates for,
the current year an item of £50,000 for the completion of an iron-clad for
the same culony. The loyalty of Australia, as evinced in the enthusiastic
reception of the Duke of Edwmburgh, was referred to with no small
amount of satisfaction.

NECROLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE.

— Mauy old residents of Moutreal, and a large circle of personal
friends, will learn with sincere regret of the death of Dr. Archibald
Hall, which tvok place on the 14th ult., in the {ifty-sixth year of his
age. Dr. Hall attained to a very enunent position in the profession
to which he belonged, and which, in his native eity, conferred upon
bim the highest honors within its control. Iis kindly disposition
rendered him a most usgreenble friend, and his extensive scientific
kuowledge caused him to be much sought after as a medical instructor
and adviser.

Asa collateral branch of medical study, Dr. Hall was much devoted
to the study of the natural sciences, and especially attacbed himself
to Botany, Zouvlogy, and Meteorology. Bringing with him from
Ediriburgh a fine collection of the plants indigenous to the neighbor-
hood of that city, he began soon atter his return an herbarium of the
plants growing about Montreal, and sent howe to his Alma Mater
m the course of a few years, a very lurge and carefully preserved
collection. Zoology appears to have been his chief delight, as we
find hun presented with the silver medal of the Natural History
Society, ot Montreal, as the successful competitor for the prize offered
by that society for the best essay on the ¢ Zoology of the district of
Montreal.” This manuseript essay, after lying in the closets of the
Society fornearl; twents-five years, was finally printed in the pages of
the Canadian Naturulist, the publication occupying a considerable
portion of the numbers of that valuable journal for several years. In
1863, he was called upon to share with the late Dr. A. F. Holmes, his
Professorship in the McGill University. He accordingly lectured that
winter upon Materia Medica and Therapeutics. Upon the death of his
old preceptor, Dr. Rubertson, and the consequent change of Profes-
sorships, Dr. Hall was called to fill the clinical chair, which he con-
tinued to do until the decease of the late Dr. McCulloch in 1434,
when he was unanimously called upon by his colleugues to dicharge the
duties of the chair of Ubstetrics, previously keld by that esteemed
gentleman. Attached to this chair, 1s the Umversity Lying-in-Hospital
under the control of the Professor serving to illustrate the precepts,
taught in the class-room. Aza medical writer, Dr Hall is best known
as the writer of the British American Journal of Medieal and Physical
Science, Montreal, which he estublished in April, 1545, and conducted
with great credit and ability from that time untill its suspension in
1852, aud again, from 1860, until it finally expired two years after-
wards. Dr. Hall was also the author of Letteis on Medical Education
addressed to the members of the Provincial Legislatare of Canada,
published in Montreal in 1842; Letters on the Medical Faculty of
McGill College, 18455 and a Biographical sketch of the late A, F.
Holmes, M. D., LL. D., including a history of the Medical Department
of McGill College, 1860.”"—IHcrald.

We might have added to our obituary notice of Dr. Hall, that the
London Obstetrical Society, representing the most eminent talent in
this branch of medicine, recently sent to him, to request his photo-
gmph, and a memorandum of parts of his life, for the purpose of

eing pat in an illustrated volume of eminent men in this branch.
1t is an unusual compliment to be paid to a colonist— Gazetle.



