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AMERICAN SLAVERY:

_A-LBTTER TO THE REV. DR. ROGERS, OF PHILADELPHIA, FROM THE LATE

i

; Rev. ABRAHAM BOOTH.

Dear Sin,—your esteemed fa-
vour of Nov. 18, 1794, came safe to
tand. I am very much obliged o
“you for the intelligence which it con-
tains; part of which is pleasing, and
part of it painfnl to the pious and be-
nevolent heart. It is pleasing to be
informed that sinners are converted,
and that the cause of Christ pros-
pers, in any part of the world, of
which you have given me some in-
stances. But it is extremely painful
to hear that theatrical entertainments
ate sanctioned by your representa-
tive body, are more frequent than
evers and that scepticism and latitu-
divarian sentiments in religion, pre-
vall. T fear, I greatly fear, that the
luury, the pernicions dissipation,
nd the infidelity of Buropean states,
will scon have a dreadful spread
tmong you. May the Almighty
J_ms interpose, by the dispersion of
bis gracious truth, and by the energy
of his power, to check and eradicate
hose destructive evils! It iz also
tinful, and even shocking, to hear,
at the State of Kentucky has, inits
cently formed civil constitution,
tovided for the accursed traffic in

man, and for the ensiaving of mils
lions, who have an equal claim to
personal liberty with the framers of
that constitution. Had moral justice,
bad unbiassed reason, had the prin-
ciples of sound policy prevailed in
their deliberation and resolves, they
never could have "admitted a princi-
ple into their constitution that is
pregnant with such cruelty to man-
kind, and with such disgrace to them-
selves.  Either the blacks are not
men, or such legislators are not
Christians. Most cordially do I
pray, that Omnipotence may aunnul
the provisions ofthat legislative body,
with regard to this particular, and
blast their nefarious designs on the
children of Africa !

1 know, my worthy friend, that
you detest not only the execrable
trade in man, but also that personal
slavery which is practised in a ma-
jority of your States; otherwise, I
should searcely be able to refrain
from severe gnimadversion on some
expressions in your last and much es-
teemed favour. The expressions to
which I advert are the following:
“The United States know no sub-
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