
religion. than any of the great empires of antiquity. Coinparing it witlî
miodern grcat, territorial dominions, it is iscxt in exteut to British 'North
America, thie tGînitcd States, Itussia, and China. tut iL is far more fertile
and forty tine-% as poptilous as the first ; it lias four fines the population
of the second ; thrce tiimnes thiat of the thi*rd, and stands second only to,
the last. Africa bas ý greater arca, btt a lcss population. Europe, ex-
cluding Rusaand Scandinavia, ba.-s about the saine arm and population,
but not an equal diver-sity of race, religion, or hingumage. Lt lias an arca
thirteen tirnes thiat of Great Britain and I-reland, ana ahnost cigf'ht tines
thecir population. Lt is rich iii natural cndownints-in stupcndous moun-
tains, great rivers, fertile plains, andi can produce alinost anything iu
abundance thiat humn ingcnuîty and civilization nay dinand, wçhile ith-
inhabitants gencrally are inidustrinus, peaceful, and intellectual. It is
c'-ght thousand umile- away from omir own coasts, and fourteen tlîousand as
it lias usuially bcîî reaclieil. WVe weîît there with no thouglit of conquest
and possýession. Ilistibry pirovesq that Nwc did not dreanm of tîmese, andi that
tiot seldomi we lîave Airiink froin forward iiovemients witlî disniay The

lepearc alien to lis in alinost cvery feature of nationality-in race, Ian-
druagc, color, religion ; and yet with apparently the inîst inadequate re-
sources, and n strain but twvicc, on our power, -%v Lave nrlied on
absorbir.g kingdonîs, States, tribes, until dircctly or indirectlv our empire
inc.ludes one sixth of thc human racc, spcaking a liundrud different lant-
gnages andi dialects. And these grent nationalities and nuincrous tribes
arc grovcrncd,%vitli rnari'clloue cas- and with the sligtctst display of forces.

Such is India plîysically and raciallv ; but since it is our purpose to
describc what is hiig done for its conversion to the Chîristian faiLli, it is
advisable to state its present lcadiing religious features.

ie aborigitial races are lcast known, amui differ widcly froin ne an-
oftier, but yct inore froin the great cuIts aroundl tliem. In nimbher they
problI3 cxcceed tlie nCuthe poplatxioni of Britishm «North Anierica, Auistralia,
anid New 7Zealand'.

Tuie flindus arc alrnost &s nurncrous as ail Protestants and nieurbers of
the Greck (7lureli coxubincd, or the aggremgate populations of France, Ger-
many, Austria, Italy, ani Great Britaimi. They arc unitecl by the supposced
tics of a counuon origin. mytlrology, nnd castec; but tire twelvc or four-
tecu great clans and nationalities into whichi they arc separated differ in
languîmgc, physique, ami nmental idiosvncrasv froIn caci other almaost as
m111q-i as dlo tie great imationalites of Europe.

Next in ordcr of tinip corne tlie Ifoliamniedans--one fifth of the cutire
pmopulation of tuie empire and i m tian ne fouffth of Luie 'Molamnicti
wnrldi. AIl 'who pro -e Llani in Turkey, Persia, Arabia, aud thre tive
gtat(es of 'Northeni Africa faîl short of thre numbnlur of thecir co-religionisis
iii Indim. Timeir simple Ioýgmatir faithi gives üsiem great cohierencre anrd
unity, timou.gli in origin and race tlrey differ gatly, for wiile tie moicty
of theni arc cf distinct foreign rgndsedn. of Ulic long procession
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