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rior deities and licentiousrevels.  They lived under a tyrannical tabu system,
were sunk in ignorance, without a Jiterature or even a grammar in their own
tongue, or a knowledge of the simplest principles of arithmetic. They were
savages of the lowest sort, living in grass huts, almost naked, without the
arts or sciences ; superstition was their religion, absurd fancies had all the
power of facts, and they lived in fear of their own thoughts. Government
was the strong oppressing the weak, and subjeetion was slavery.

Shameless nakedness has disappeared ; the people are decentiy clad ;
respect is paid to the nataral, social and domestic relations, and wholesome
statutes with appropriate sanctions sway the people.

Forty years ago it had become rare to see a drunken native ! and the
average morality and praetical religion was as high as in any other nation.
The arts of civilized life were practised ; the laws protected and encouraged
virtue. ,

Thirty years ago R. II. Dana, Esq., wrote to the New York Tribune:
* The missionaries of the A. B. C. F. M. have, in less than forty years, taugh’
this whole people to read, write, cipher, and sew ; given them an alphalet,
granimar, and dictionary ; preserred their language from extinction, given
it a literature, and translated into it the Bible and works of devotion, sei-
ence, and entertainment, ete.; have established schools, reared up native
teachers, so that the proportion of the inhabitants who can read and write
is greater than in New England. Whereas they found these people half-
naked savages, living in the surf and on the sand, eating raw fish, fighting
ameng themselves, tyrannized over by feudal chiefs, and abandoned to
sensuality, we see them decently clothed, recognizing the law of marriage,
knowing something of accounts, going to school and putlic worship with
more regularity than people do at home, and the more eleva.ed part of
them aiding to conduct the affairs of the constitutional monarchy under
which they live, holding seats on the judicial bench and in the legislative
chambers, and filling posts in the local magistr-zies !

““In cvery districs are free schools for natives, where they are taught
by native teachers reading, writing, singing by note, arithmetic, grammar,
and geoyraphy. At Lahainaluna is the normal school for natives, in which
the best scholars from the district schools are earried to an advanced stage
of education, or fitted for teachers. At Punahou is the college, now hav-
ing 70 students, and the examinatious in Greek, Latin, and mathematics,
which I attended, were particularly satisfactory, In no place that I have
visited are the rules which control vice and regulate amusementa su strict,
s0 reasonable, and so fairly enforced. A man may travel in the interivr
alone, unarmed, even through wildest spots. I found no hut withent its
Bible and hymn-book in the vative tongue, and the practice of family
prayer and grace before meat.”

When Rev. Dr. Anderson visited the missions, in 1863, he bore witness
that the government rests upon an avowedly Christian basis, and the
Magna Charta of the kingdom is worthy of any government on earth, ree-




