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subject for discussion the question,
“1lay the promised Messiah already
come, or is he yet to come?”” Upon
which I invited him to forget for a
while we live in the 19th century, and
to suppose that we live at the time of
the prophet Malachi, or a generation
later than his ministry and last Old Tes-
tament oracles. Inthis supposition, we
opened the Bible, and examined that
prophet’s message with regard to the
sudden appearance of the Covenant An-
gel i his tomple ; comparing this with
one propheey of [Tageai, and another of
Zechariah; and then I said, “Rentember
now that we are suppesed to live during
the second temple; and what would you
think of the man that would maintain,
that these explicit and clear prophecies
regarding the coming (and that very
soun, and Hi the sune temple) of the
Messinh must be flang to a distant {u-
ture of more than 2000 years?”  After
a good while of serious thought and he-
sitativn, he said. that certainly, as a
citizen of ancient Jerusalem during the
secund temple, he would have called the
supponed individual a madmanor infidel,
as they were then obliged to hope that
Messiah would swon come; but sceing
that (in his opinion) he has not come
yet, the Jews were therefore obliged to
think thut cither were thoese oracles mis-
interpreted 1y their fathers during the
sceond temple (for he canxot deny that
then Messial's apearagee was expected
daily), ur that his coming was delayed
because of Is~aels sin.

The very nature of our subject under
discussion led us to consider Danjel’s
oracle of the sevenfy 1cecks ; and here
he wanted unexceptionable proofs that
every one of these wecks was composed
of sceen years, and not of ten, of twen-
ty, ur any other number. External
proofs, by comparing it with other pas-
sages {as that regarding the jubilee
period, composed of geven times seven
years, ete.), would not satisfy him as
conclusive enough, and he must have
internal provfs. ~ Internal proofs—Dan-
icl engaged in prayer and supplication,
first, fur the restoration of the then
destroyed J rusalem ; and, second, for
a full pardon of the sins of his nation.
Both requests are granted to him, and
the angel tells bim that the first (¢ .,
the rebuilding of Jerusalem) was to
take place after a perivd of seven wecks
and that the second (i.c., to**finish
transgression, and make an end of sin”)
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was to take place by Messiah’s expia-
tory death, after another period of sixty.
two weeks, and during the last of the
last week of the seventy. Now is the
question, Was, or was not, Jerusalem
rebuilt after Daniel’s prayer, and ae.
cording to the angel’s promise? If i
was {as no one ean deny) then we must
see at what time, and consciyuently of
how many yeara each Of these weehs
was composed. This part of the subjecs
lietng clear as daylight, we cap «ately
and boldly go on to make a simple .
dition of the other sixty-two weeks,
and see how many years after the re
Lailding of Jerusalem Messial was
come, according to the oracle.®

If to convinee a man of the exact in.
terpretation of some Messianic prophe-
cies would constitute ennversion, tha
work would have beon done ; as he cup.
fessed himself satisfied, yea, well pleag-
ed with the interpretation, and asion.
ished at the force of the passage. AN
but the Ioly Spirit muet first cunsines
a man of sin, and then hring him
the cross to see Christ suffer and Jie
for his sins, yea, and rise again for iy
Jjustification ; and this part of the worg
no missionary, yea, and no archanae,
can perform. O may he do it whp
alone can accomplish it! My weleome
visitor promised to endeavor and prufg
as mucﬁ as possible by his visit to 4}
geria ; and I promised him to doallip
my power in the way of Jeading lin

in as far as itis given to man to instrac)
and lead another, and eshorted him
seck by ardent prayer to abtain th

rest directly from the Lord. :

ALEPTO.

The Rev. Mr. Brown snys, (17th N+
vember—The very shert iaterval hdl
twern the arvival and departure of th
post searcely permits me to thank yo
for your kind and refreshing letter,
trust that what you write is the burle
of the prayers of yourselt and man}
others. It is difficult for gord pearle 4
home to conccive how hard it is, an'd
universal spiritual death, to maintal

* Mr. W ¢iss’ argument hiere is, that it can he pd
ved by undoubted histirleal facts and daies Y
the seven weeks spoken of mean 49 years, 1« Uj§
time exactly clapsed hefore Jerusaim ¥ s re <8
aud the worship of God restored ; s that e 51§
two wecks must alse mean weeks of years, 9
years, marking the precise time when the Ve
wwas to came. It is anargument which no Je7 G
auswer.~—kEpIT. &



