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of our Pronibitory Law a more particular examination. The
result is a more thorough conviction, that the Law is effici-
ent; that it is generally enforced, and that it is and has been
productive of a vast amount of good. [ have no doubt that
there are men of intolligence in the State, who wiil contend ;
that this is not so. They are prejudiced agatnst tho Law;!
they hear the complainis of those who have been broken up
in business, or who consider themselves aggrieved because
their liquor has been seized, their ears are open to exaggerated
statements, as to the amount of intoxicating drink used
piivately or in clubs; and they irrationally suppose that be-
cause there are more prosecutions for drankennees now than
before the Law went into operation, there is more drurken-
ness now than there was then. Buat among those who
sincerely wish to put 2 stop lo the evils of intemperance,
and wav certainly do not desire the trouble, not to say ex-
pense, of enforcing a Law, unless it is prodaetive of good,
I can say with confidence, there is no diversity of opinion—
they would regard the repeal of the Law as the greatest
calamity tbat couid befall the State.— I have no doubt that
the waw is to some extent evaded by secret clube. This
cannot be eutirely prevented, so long as there are no great
facilities for obtaining ligvor, in small quantities in the city
of New York. A Prohibitory Law in your State, effectually
enforced, would materially aid half New Eagland, in
preventing the evild of intemperance. That such 2 law
will receive the sanction of the Legislature, is the sincere
wish of Your ob’t servant,
Hexry Durrox.
V.—LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR OF MAINE.
Augusta, Me., March 5h, 1855.

Dear Sir: Your esteemed favor of the 27th alt., is
received. I rejoice for the sake of humanity that your noble
State is being aroused and is putting forth its strength in
favor of the cause of Temperamce, as indicated by the po-

pular branch of her Legislature, to which you refer. I
most ardently hope the Senate will act equaliy worthy of
the ¢ Empire State.” i

I trust the enemies of Temperance will not succeed in
misleading any friend of Temperance in yous State, by false-
ly asserting that the Law we bave doesnot work well in this
State. No marn who has carefully watched the operation !
of ity in suppressing the liquor traffic, will deny that itis!
doing a great work, and fast extinguishing those haunts of
vice, drinking-houses and lippling shops, which have so
cursed our State. The people of Maine have desided thet
those nuisances shall be abated, and they have the ulmost
confidence that it can be done by Prohibitory Law.

Notwithstanding the opposition the law bas met from
political men, who have courted he smiles of rum seilers
and rum sympathisers ; and moreover, the armed nestrality
which Executive officers have manifested in relation to the
enforcement of the lew, it bas accomplished a great amount
of good. 1In very meny towns where it has been enforced,
the rum traffic has been annihilated and the sources of
drunkenness and crime dried up. Throughout the State it
has immensely diminished the [quantity of intoxicating
liquors, beretofore used, and the friends of Probibitory Law,
yes, and its enemies too, are fully convinced that the sale of
intoxicating drinks, can be ay completely suppressed by
penal enactments, 23 any crime known fo our Jaws of equal
prevalence 2nd magnitude.

The Legislatare of this State, now in sessioun, will, I bave
no doubt, add more st:ingency to the Jaw, and among other
improvements, punish the offender with imprtisonment for
the offence. Public sentiment demands additiona) penaities
for violation of the law, and our Legislators are determined
to give them.

Never was the cause of Temperance so prosperous, and
the Maine Law so strong in the hearts of our people, as at
the present time; and lovking at the results which a partial
enforcement of the law has preduced, the friends of Tem-
perance, feel the fullest confidence thai the days of rum-
selhng in Maine are nearly numbered. Grog-shops will be
closed. The trafic in intoxicating drinks will soon be so
throughly restrained, that offences of that kind will be as
rarely committed as those of larceny and other crimes, for
the suppression of which penal statutes have been rerorted
to by all intelligent communities.

Wishing you every success in your laboss for the promo-
tion of Temperance, I am, very truly, yours.

ANSON P. MORRILL.
Epwazrp C. Dsravan, Esq.,
President N. Y. State Tem. Soc’y.

Swedish Laws with Respect to Intoxication.

The Gloucester Journal says that the laws against in-
toxication are enforced with great rigor in Sweden. Who-
ever is seen drunk, is fiued, for the first offense, three
dollars; for the seeond, six ; for the third and Zourth, a still
forther sum ; and is also deprived of the right of voting at
elections, and of being appointed a representative. He is
besides, publicly exposed in the parish church on the fol-
lowing Sunday. If the sams individual is found commit-
ting the same offense a fifth time, he is ahut up in the
house of correction, and condemned 1o sis months® herd
labor;_if be is again gailty, to 2 twelve months’ punish-
ment of 2 similar description. If the offense has been
comnmifted in public, such as at a fair, an auction, &c., the
fine is doubled ; and if the offender has made his appear-
ance al a church, the ponishment is sill more severe.
Whoever is convicted of having induced another to intoxi-
cate himself, is fined three doliars, which sum is doubled
if the person is a miner. An ecclesizsiic who falls into
this offense, loses his berefice; if it is a layman who oc-
cupies any copsiderable post, his functions are suspended,
and perhaps he is dismissed.

Drunkenness is never admitted as an excuse for any
crime ; and whoever dies when drunk, is buried igoomi-
ninusly, and deprived of the prayers of the chazch. 1t is
forbidden to give, and more explicity to sell any #piritoons
liguors to stadernist, workmen, servants, apprentices, and
ptivate soldiers. Whoever is observed drusk in the streets,
or making a noise in a tavers, is sure to be taken to prison
and detained till eober, without, however, being on that
account exemted from the fines. One-half of these fines
go lothe informers (who are generally police officers,) the
otker half to the poor.  1i the delinguens kas no money,
he is kept in prison unti) some one pays for him, or ontil
he has worked ont his enlargement. Twice a year these
ordinances are read alond from the palpit by the clergy,
and every tavern-keepe: is bound, under the penalty of 2
heavy fite, tcfhave 2 copy of them hung vp in the princi-
pal rooms of his heuse.



