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The officers of the law departed, and they were left alone,
comforting themselves with tha bottle ; and so repeatedly
were draughts of comfor! tuken, that, in the end, entire for-
getfulness came, and in the-arms of oblivion they sunk upon
the floor, unconggious tiral sround them were gathered theéir

in the unreplenished grate, and, in darkness and soztow, the
Iiul? ones gatheibd abotit their sister, and sohbed themselves
to sleep. . . . .

Aﬂelr undressing Jagres and Lolty, and puiling them to
bed, Agnes tried, but in vaip, {0 atouse her father and
mother from their dranken slumbers Their draughts {tom
the botile hd been toe deep; they still remainéd ujon the
fluor, as insensible as logs.

For hows the child sat, grieving and weeping in the
datkness of that coid r1oom, the silence of which was only
broken ty the hezvy hieathing of her sleoping parents,--
Darker than cven he toom wés her heatt! and its chilluess
morte than the air of the fireless apmtment, caused a shudder
to creep through her limbs.

Atast it mast have bean-neas widuight, the father arous-
ed up, and went mopieyt’ Hhout the fgom, swearing and
asking for a light.  He did not stumble over the table, nor
stiike himself agaiust the drawers.  The landiord’s execu-
; tion had saved Nive Sgom such disasters.  Agnes, over wea-

tied  with watching, had fallen into a doze. ~ She started up
and spoke. -’ C

» Where’s the light T Why don’t you get a_light, you
good for nothing iittle huzzy T said Latimer, adding.fo"the
sentence a bitter oath.

<« There is no caandle,” replied Aunes, trembling.

« Why isn’t there a candle {  Didu’t yau know the can.
dles were ont ?  Where’s your mother 1%

s She’s asleep on the ficor, sir”?

s¢ Agleep on the foer, indeed ! W here

mer, the stupefying spirit imbibed from ihe bottle having, by
this time, nearly exhaled itself away thiough ine lungs and
the pores of her body.

¢ VWhere's the light 1 she said, also, finding herself in
otal darkness.

“Yes: wheie igihodight, surc enough?*? responded the
gruff voice ot her Fnsband, i

< There is no canglle,”’ said Agnes, again ventuting to
speak. R

<« \Why did you let the fire go out, you idle creature, you
replied the mother aniily.

¢« There is no ccal,” sobbed Agncs.

This, the mothet temembered, was too true.  And she
also began to remember other things that she had forgotten
in her diunken oblivion.  No wonder that she hecame si-
lent. The mise:able fathei’s niemory also began to be more
lucid ; and lie too ceased his angry uureasonable demands.

hungry, weeping chiifdren, Night came; the fire went otit}

The loud voice of her angry husband reached Mrs. Lati. .disposed of in

t¢ Whiig s James aiid Lotty 77 the mother at length
asked.
¢ ‘They’re in bed,” replied Agnes. .
« Very well. It%s time you were in beii too.”
Agues needed no second injunction.  She went silently ‘
from the roomy the darkness concealing her teass. o
Before reliring to the hard pallet vpou the floor, which |
was now their sleeping place, Latimer aud his wife, by a
kind of common consent, groped abwut fou the bottle, and |
befare seeking sepose, drained its contents to the last diop.
There was & cold and gloomy reality about everything in }
that wretched houge on the next wmorsing,  No fire in the
grate ; na food in 1he house ; no comfort in the bottle. AH,
alike,felt wrétched.
. Agnes 4vas sent out to a store near by to gel trust for s

ome

coals and & kittle food ; but she came home in tears.  The |
keepar of the store had denled her with harsh words. '
& We mus] have lire, and something for the children to

eat, Polly,” seid Latimes, ohivering, and glancing involun- |
tarily at the empty Lottle which stood upun the mantelpieca. |
¢ s theie nothing in the house to sell or pawn 27’ .

Mrs Latimer went to the closet, and after looking through |
it for same Gisie, selectal an armfuf of d'shes, the coffee-mill !
and cpster, These Axnes was direcled to carry to old
Moses; aid placé in pawd for whatever he would advance
an them. The child got a dollar for them. Enough coals
for the day were procured, some food hought, and the bottle
again replenished.  With a shilling in his pocket, Latimer
went, al{er breakfast, to look for something to do; but he
forzot his errantl, staid sll day in a cheap drinking house,
and came kome at night drunk and quarrelsome.

Or the next morning, when he was sober enough to hear
it, Latimer was informed by his wite that the landlord had
been there, and left orders for them fo vacate the house
immediately, or he would have them put out into the
streel. ’

A few more of the few things that remained to them were
the way they had already patted with so many
jarticles, and coals, food and spirits supplicd for another day.

{.atimer then went out tolook for a ne v home. He found a
room in the thifd story of an old totteting house. ~ The rent
was three dollars a month, and he engaged it without wait-
ing to consult his wife. When he mentioned where it was,
she had many bjections to make, but be angrily over-ruled
them. Drink had made a brute of the once tender and con-
siderate husband and father.

Into this comfortless place the family of Latimer moved,’
with the miserable remnant of their household goods. Que
10om held without difficulty what had been the furniturg of
three.

Hopeless of getting woik at any of the shops, the degrad-
ed man, in order to oMain money tu buy liquor, the thirst
for which was daily on the increase, was now willing to do
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any little jobs he could pick up in the streets; such as
throwing in aad piling up wood, putting away coal, carry-

— e T LT I T IS

J I




