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an accounitof hie martyrdum. " le was a man,-
say the writero, "lin ail things liko unto the apos.
les, tiîat as a good goveriior b>' the helin of proyer
and fasting, by the constancy of hie doctrine and
spiritual labor, hie opposed himsclf' to the floods of
the adversary, and that ho was like a divine laanp,
illuminating the hearte cf tie f!titliful by hie expo-
sition of the Holy Scriptures."

Ignatius being thuefaithful inithe work appointed
te him, couid nlot escape persectition, as the Lord
Jesus, when on carth, informed hie disciples-
"1Behold, I scnd you forth as Iambe ini the midst of
wolve"-"' the>' shall cast yon out of the syna-
gogues, yca the tîmo comctlhthatwhosoever killeth
you, will thlîk that lie dlotl God service." And
seo it was in the experienceocf this good man. It
appeaus fromn sornie expressions in id Epistle tlîat
)le had undorgone rnany troubles white engagced in
ministering the Gospel, and tiiese continued asthey
<loubtiesa were through se many years, would bie
instrumental in leaditig bira te long carnestly for
the rewarcl which tic Lord bestowe on the faitiafuil,
and this desire, au will aupear, ho wvas nowv about te
obtain.

The Roman Eniperor, Trajan, hcing in Antioch,
teck offienceligainst the Clristians, because of their
flot worshipping the Idole wlîîci himscîf and the
rest of hlis people worshippcd, and tlîreatened thîeni
with violence if they refiîsedl .o comply. Ignatitîh
having corne before Trajan, in heliaif cf himsclf
and cf the flock comnîitted te hie care, Trajan raid
te lum, "1What a wretch art thn tlaus te ciideav-
our te transgrese our cominands, and te persuade
others aise te do likewvise te tiîe;r destruction."-

Igaiusanswcred, «"Ne one ouglit te caIt The.
ophorus after such a mnanner, for as muchi as ai
wicked spirite are departed far froni the servants of
God. But if because I arn a trouble te timose cvil
spirits you cal! me wickcd, witiî rcfoence te ùicon>,
1 confées the charge ; for having Christ tic 1 Ica-
venly King, I dissolve ail tic sares cf the dcvii>,."t

Trajan rpicd, £&And who is Tlîeophorîs V"
Ignatias. il Ie wlîo bas Christ in hie brcaist."
Trajan. éiAnd do net ive theîi scein te tico te

have thec Gode within us, wvlo fighit for us agaiaist
enir enemies *i"

Ignatitts. "1Yeti crr in tlîat yen cal! tue cvii
spirite of the licatliens, Geds. For tiiero ie but
one God wlîo made heaven and ciartlî, and the sca
and ail that are in them ; and one .lcsus Christ,
his eniy begotten Son, whose l<iuîgdem niay 1
enjoy."

T'rajan. "iHie kingdom, yen say, ivlio wvas cri>-
cified under Pontius Pilate?"'

Ignaius. "lHie who crucified my sin wit!î the

inveiitor cf it, anad lias put all tic deceit and malice
of the deiil utuler tlîo feet cf tiioso who carry
hiii> ina their lecart."

TJrajan. "6Dost thon thon carry him whe wau

Ignaitis. cil do, for it is writton, &'I will dweil
iii thei and walk ini thcm."

Then Trajan pronounced tlîis sentence agaisist
lîîîn " eForas muclîas lgnatiuszas coaîfoecdtlîat
le carnies about wvtith liiself, Mian %vlîo was cruci.
lied, ive conimnnd tliat lie hoe carricd bound by sol-
'diers te tue Great Rome, there te lic tlîrown te thei
wild beaste fur the cntertainrnent cf tic people:"
%Vlicn Ignatius heard tlîis sentcence, lie gave tlîan<s
that lie %vas accotnted wortiîy te enflèn in tiiecauso
cfr Christ, and te bobound in irons nfter tue nmon-
non cf tue Apostle Paul; and before he was led
away, hoe prayed for the Ciîurch andl commendeal it
te the Lord.

Sorn have prollesscdl te wonder that Trajan
shîlil have sent Itita se long a . eyage te Rome,

ieon lic miglit with less treuble te laimseîf, have
ordcred ii t te threwn te the wild beaste in An.
tiocli. Blut it dloes net appear there is mucli grounîl
C'or wonder, as Trajan gives tue reason for tlîie part
of the seutence-it wvas fer tue entortaininent cf tue
peoplc attlîe great Rame; and doubtless this reasen
could net s0 wvcil have appled itothe peoplcin Anti-
och seeingtheolongresidenceeefsuclanpcrsonaslIg.
natius arnotig tîjein, muet in some mnasure, have
conciluatcd lis cueiies. Andi the violent jleath cf
one reverenced becanse cf ]lis age and virtues
could nlot have been acceptable to the people:
wliereas, in Renie wviîre ho wvas a stranger, the
idolators liearing cf hiim ont>' as a clîristian, wvotah
rojoice in lus fall-viewing it ase a victory over the
faitia cf the Gospel. It sliould ho remeunherel,
moreovor, as tue Lord bîathî raid, tiîat net a liait
shai! fa!! frem the iead of lus people ivithlaoît lais
permission:, andl lie m>uI<es tme wvratlî of man te
praise liini, s0 it miglît bc saîppesed lie wveuld nuake
tlais Emperor, %vlio liad stretclied out lis lian 1 te
porseuto lais people, an instrument in gcetting glory
te lis naine, hewbeit lac meant net se in lais heart.
AntI tlais tue iiistory of the transactionî lasmauiifcst-
cil; for wlien wve follov the progrese cf Ignatiais te
tle place or' suflhning, lic is rather lil'ce one proecedî-
ing iiia triuimph, and out cf the fulness cf bis conso-
lation capable cf besto'ving blessings upon ethacrs,
tlîaî likec an afilicted prisener goîng te die. Ilis
eximple wvonld animante tliose clîristians and tlîeir
pastors whlo %vero itticsses cf his faita antd pa-
ticnce ; and not only se, but lie continues te in-
struct the men of' distant gecrations who licar thre


