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an accountof his martyrdom. “lie was a man,”
say the writers, “in all things hke unto the apos-
tles, that as a good govertor by the helm of prayer
and fasting, by the constancy of his doctrine and
spiritual labor, he opposed himself to the floods of
the adversary, and that he was like a divine lawp,
illuminating the hearts of the faithful by his expo-
sition of the Holy Scriptures.”

Ignatius being thusfaithful inthe work appointed
to him, could not escape persecution, as the Lord
Jesus, when on earth, informed his disciples—
4 Behold, I send you forth as lambs in the midstof
wolves"—¢they shall cast you out of the syna-
gogues, yea the timo comeththat whosoever killeth
you, will think that he docth God service.,” And
80 it wasin the experience of this good man, It
appears from some expressions in his Epistle that
he had undergone many troubles while engaged in
ministering the Gospel, and thesc continued asthey
doubtless were through so many years, would be
instrumental in leading him to long carnestly for
the reward which the Lord bestows on the faithful,
and this desire, a8 will appear, he was now about to
obtain,

The Roman Emperor, Trajan, being in Antioch,
took offenceagainst the Chiristians, because of their
not worshipping the Idols which himself and the
rest of his people worshipped, and threatened them
with violence if they refused .o comply. Ignatius
having come before Trajan, in behalf of himself
and of the flock committed to his care, Trajan said
to him, ¢ What a wretch art thou thus to endeav-
our to transgress our commands, and to persuade
others also to do likewise to their destruction.”—

Ignatiusansicered, “No one ought to call The-
ophorus after such a manner, for as much as all
wicked spirits are departed far from the servants of'
God. Butif because I ama trouble to those cvil
spirits you call me wicked, with reference to them,
I confess the charge ; for having Christ the ea-
venly King, I dissolve 2ll the snares of the devils.”

T'rajun replied, «And who is Theophorus

Ignatius. “He who has Christ in his breast.”

T'rajan. “And do not we then scem to thee to
have the Gods within us, who fight for us against
our enemies ¥

Ignatius. «“You crrin that you call the cvil
spirite of the heathens, Gods. For there is but
one God who made heaven and ecarth, and the sca
and all that are in them ; and one Jesus Christ,
his only begotten Son, whose kingdom may 1
enjoy.”

T'rajan. “His kingdom, you say, who was cru-
cified under Pontius Pilate 7?

Ignatius. ¢« Hig who crucified my sin with the
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wnventor of ity and has put all the deceit and malice
of the devil under the feet of those who carry
hitn in their heart.”

T'rajun. “Dost thou then carry him who was
crucified within thee 1"

Ignatins. %1 do, for itis written, ¢I will dwell
in them and walk in them,”

Then Trajan pronounced this sentence against
hit : ¢ Ior as much as Ignatiushas confessed that
hie carries about with himself, Him who was cruci-
ficd, we command that he be carried bound by sol-
diersto the Great Rome, there to be thrown to the
wild beasts for the entertainment of the people.”
When Ignatius heard this sentence, he gave thanks
that he was accounted worthy to sufferin the cause
of Christ, and to bebound in irons after the man-
ner of the Apostle Paul; and before he was led
away, he prayed for the Churchand commended it
to the Lord,

Some have professed to wonder that Trajan
should have sent him so long a voyage to Rome,
when he might with less trouble to himselfy have
ordercd him to be thrown to the wild beasts in An.
tioch. Butit does not appear there is much ground
for wonder, as T'rajan gives the rcason for this part
of thesentence—it was for the entertainmnent of the
peopleatthe great Rome; and doubtlessthis reason
could not so well have applied tothe peoplein Anti-
och sceing the long residence of suchapersonas Ig-
natius among them, must in some measure, have
concihated his enemies.  And the violent death of
onc reverenced because of his age and virtues
could not have been acceptable to the people :
whereas, in Rome where he was a stranger, the
idolators hearing of him only as a christian, would
rejoice in his fall—viewing it as a victory over the
faith of the Gospel, It should be remembered,
morcover, as the Lord hath said, that not a hair
shall fall from the head of his people without his
permission : and he makes the wrath of man to
praise hiny so it might be supposed he would make
this Emperor, who had stretched out his hand to
persecute his people, an instrument in getting glory
to his name, howbeit hic meant not so in lis heart.
And this the history of the transaction hasmanifest-
ed; for when we follow the progress of Ignatiusto
the place of suflering, he israther like one proceed-
ingina trivmph, and out of the fulness of hisconso-
lation capable of bestowing blessings upon others,
than like an afilicted prisoner going to die. Iis
example would animate those christians and their
pastors who were witnesses of his faith and pa-
ticnce ; and not only so, but he continues to in-
struct the men of distant gencrations who hear t?c




