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-welI say. that the Iavs of nature arc what-
ever ive imagine thcmn to be. But wue
do not go far beore ire find hinta
of being, pliant te cur will, they are rigrid
and inlexorable, and ive dash oursoirca
againart thein te Our ownl de4truction. Se
God dues net bond to humiae thouglit aÉy

niore timan to lmnman ivill. TPhe incite ive
study Hlm, thit more ire fiid that He is
it whiat we imiagined Hlm te bu: thiat ho
is far greater thian amxy imnage of Him. that
lvo ci>nld frameo.

But, aftem' all, y7OU rojeill that the con-
ception of a Supremne Being is mierely anl
abstract idea, of no practical importailcè,
with no bearing upon huini life. 1 anl-
swer it is of iinimeasuinhie importance.
letg the idea cf God, and you bave let
'ge thest mualt restramit. Titere is
noe Rulor al. )Ve inan, hoe is a laiv unte
imiiself--a 1la 1 %v-bich is as impotent te,

prod uce ordei , and te hold seciety togetli-
or, as inan it; with bhis littie banda te hold
tbe stars in) their courses.

.1 knemv how yen reasen against the
Divine existence frein the ierzd disorder cf
the world. The argument is oe that takea
strorig beld cf the inmagination, and nîay
bo used with tremiendeus effoot. You But
forth iii colora none tee atrong the injus-
tice that .prei-aiJs in the relations cf mon
te eue auioser-the itiequalities cf seciety;
tbe haueghtincss of the ricli and tic nisery
(if t le pe; you drziii ]urid pictures cf
the vice.ànd crime -whlichi rua riot in, thic
groat capitale wîiclî are the contres of
civilizati>n; and- Menayou hai a wouznd up
your audience te the hîghest pitch, yen
ask, 41Hou' can it bc thaf- thera ia a juatr Ged in lhoaveu, who leuke dlown upea the
cartlî and sues-all tl¶iàhoriiblie conîfusien,.
and -yet dues iiot lift Ris liaud te avenge
the innocent or punish the gnilty ?"> Té
this 1 will nake but one answer: Dees it
convince youri f ( I du iic itniean te, iniply
that you are c6enacious cf insiuoerity. But
an crater is semetimnes carried away by his
cawa eloqutice, and states things motoo
istrongly than ho would in his cooder me-
moents. Se I venture te ask: With ail
your tendcncy to skepticisrn, do yeu raIlJy
beliere that there is-no nierai governiment
cf t'he werld-ne Power behiud nature
"6macing fir righteousnuss?" Are there
ne retributions lu history ? Whien Lincoln
stood on the fid of Gettysburg, Be lately
drenched with bleod,, and, 'reviewing the-
carnageo f that terrible day, accepted itas
the puuiahnu<tof aur national îins, ivas

it a moro t-heatrical flcuriah that he lifted
hia lîand te heoaven, and said, IlJust and
truc are thy waye, Lord Ged A lraigltyl"
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Having settled it te yeur eWn satisfac-
tien that there la no Mo~d, yoàu prccediii
the saine easy way te dispose cf tlîat üther
belief which lies at the foundatien of ,Il
re ligiemi-tlie immertality cf the seul.
)W.itli an air of nod.esty and d iffidê'nce fluet.
would cairy an audience by storni you
confess yeur ignurance of wliat perbaps
etmers are bettér acquainted with, When
you say, " This werld la ail that .1 lknew
anything about, zio far as 1 -iecollect. " This
ia very wvittily put, and seine inay supp;ose
it contains anl argument; but do yen reafly
iloan te say that yen de nut k»wany-
thing except 10hat yeu "recellect," or
wlîat yen have seen ivith yeur cyce.9-
Perl!apa yen noever saw your gxandpiareiits;
but have you axîy nue doubb of tlmeir ex-
istence that of that of youur fathuer and
unother whenî yeu did seu Y

Here, as iwhen you apeak of the exis-
tence cf God, yen carefully avoid elly
positive affirmation: youn eitlîer affiria
iler deny. TYou are ready fur whvlatueor
nuay Ilturn %il." tIn your jaunity style, if
yen find yoursclf hereaf ter ia Boe ne w
-iid unexpected situation, yen will accept
it and iliakec the beat of it., and bo "a ic
rè-.dy as thC'next mnan te -enter on any to-
raunerative eocupation! "

But while airing thia pleasant fancy,yo-u
plainly regard the hope of aneother llieMs
-but a beggar's dreain- the mnaentary if-
lusien cf une «whe, stumibling alexîg hife's
highway, sits hlm» dewxî by the roadside,
f<.atsere and weary, cold and hungry, and
fails asleep, and droaina ef a tirne whieni lie
shall have riches and plonty. Peur crea-
turc! let hlmi dream; it hielpa hM te for-
goS his inisery, auid way give Mia a liltie
courage fer bis rude awakirug te the hard
reality of life. But it la ahi a 'drcauî.
which dissolves la th ar and floats away
and disappears. Tis clutation 1 do miot
take fro. yen, but simpily choose te sut
forth what (as.I muner frein the sentences
above quoted snd aîany like expressions)
may desoribe, not. u -nfairly, ycur stateocf
nuin&. Your treatrmeat cf the subjecut is
one of trfiRing. You do not spcak of iL in
a serions way, but lightly anid fippaîutlv,
as if it were ail a 'niatter of faucy i d ton
jecture, aud xuit werthy of gober censld
ceration.
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