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THE GROCERY TRADE.

THE CURRANT SITUATION.
In connection with currants, Han-
cock & Wood write from Patras, un-
der Iate date, as follows: “In our re-
rt dated October 2 we umklpa.ted

that the comparatl\'ely small stock of
curmnts remalning on this side, and
amounting then to only 11,200 tons,
would have all been shipped ot before
the end of November. ‘Ihe course of
events has falsified our predictions,
for we find ourselves, after a lapse of
six months, with 5,000 tons of cure
rants still in Greece. The crop of 18N
has not proved greater than our esti-
mate of 40,000 tons, plus about 7,000
wnl which had remained over from
ing season; but the veiy
hlxh level to \\l\lch prices were rush-
ed by the speculators in the Unltcd

Kingdom has interfered with con:
sumption, In all parts of the \\orld
to an unexpected extent, and with
direful results to the trade In general.
By the end of September last prices,
stimulated by a constant speculative
demand from abroad, had reached the
unprecedented figures of u.»s f, 0. b,
for average quality up to Tos f. o.
for the finer descriptions ot curran
and growers and dealers in this ooun~
try who, notwithstanding the extreme
shortness of the crop, never dreamt
that such rates would have been ob-
tainable, s0ld away as fast as they
could ; by the middle of October It be
came apparent that consumers weie
not P! pnmd to follow the speculative
lead, n.nd sincé then the market has

lncreased use of prunes, hut the ef-
fect of this educatlon was nut exten-
sive enough toclean up the overstuck
ol prunes at good prices. Prunes, ap-
ptes, pears and apricots were too plen-
tful in Cadifornia last scason to per-
mit of good prices.

Imports of canned salmon fnto the
United Kingdom during the three
months ending March 81 were 305,458
cases, compured with U50,887 cases
last year and DUUUT0 cases in 1804,
Imports durlns the month of March
were 342,701 cases, agalnst 191,820
cases In March of lust year.

In filberts late advices from Swily
state. “The spot matket I8 without
Interest. Quotations are nominally
508, but with no buslness passing, For
future delivery the artine le just ke-
ginning to awaken sonte inter2st, but
nothing of importance has been done
yet. Nor October shipment 4Us Ud Is
quoted per bag of 10U kilos f.o.b.

Referring to Sultana raisins Liver-
pool mall advices state : “There is lit-
tle or no change to report, The apathy
from which these raisins have so long
suffered still continues, but in splte of
this the bulk of the stock is held for
prices which may be said to be alto
gether above the anarket, Some sales
have transpired in fair to good quality
at 428 to 40s, with fine up to OUs, the
comparatively small proportion otter-
Ing at ihese prices belng quite suffi-
clent to meet the demand as it arises.

It is expected that the first car lot
of strawberrles will be recelved in
about May 1st and prices

gradually relapsed from dull into
3 state of regular stagnation, and
pﬂces have declined fully 0 per cent.
The United Kingdom holds consider
able stocks of high-costing currants,
and it is qu!te um\imns to operate,

anﬂ in the United States and other
even at pi rates, the
consumption seems reduced to a min-

imum. Only Holland and Germany,
which had been holding back all along
have taken some 4,000 tons during the
last six months, et prices ranging
from 26s to J4s f.o.b.

“The stock of currants in Greece at
present consists of about 5,000 tons of
which some 1. tons are fine Gult
and Vostizza, 2,000 tons good average
Provincial, and 1,600 tons are low
fruit not fit for export. ces range
from 258 for good average Provincial
to 30s to 32s fo.b. for the finest
growths., It 18 yet too early to say
anything respecting the prospects of
the growing crop, as the currant vines
are only just coming Into bud: but
notwithstanding the enormous loss
caused to some districts by the “per-
onosporos,” cultivation has been ex-
tensively carried on. and with the as-
sistance of the currant bank even the

y,

weather conditions, may be arreated to
a great extent; but this, of course, re-
mains to be seen, as we are golug
through a new experience. Shipments
ascertalned to date, as compared with
last year's, ure as folkrvrai” .,
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Grocery Trade Notes,
The Macph Fruit O of
‘Winnj, has a load of

will be much lower thereafter. “The
crop in somw of the more southern
districts was a partial failure and
shipments had, therefore, to be made
jn small lots by express, which add-
ed greatly to the cost, but Arkansas,
Tennessee and Missouri will scon be
in a position to ship by freight In
cnrlou, which will reduce transporta-
tion cherges so that strawbarries
should soon be selling at moderate
prices.
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‘THE HARDWARE TRADE.

CONDITIONS IN THE GERMAN
IRON TRADE.

Berlin correspondence of the Jour-
nal of Commerce shows that in the
last halt of 1000 the price of wrought
jron bars in Germany fell 40 per oent,,
r.nd quotatlms for open-hearth bars

ed 35 per cent., while steel ruiis
dmpped 23 per cent. A year or S0 g9,
under mhe influence of boom,
men
contracts for pig iron at high prices.
Fifty marks a ton Is what some of
them are estimated to be losing in
uulnz thelr pmducm at present
have appealed to the
blut-fu and the coal and coke
syndicates for rellef. The latter have
refused, and rather than drop their
prices they are reducing producr.km.
‘The furnace men say they cannot
grant concesslons as the fuel men wiil
not. The ore syndicates also reduce
production rather than prices. The
rolling mills and factories are work-
Ing the foreign markets as hard as
they can, and, like our own, are sell-
ing abroad much cheaper than at
home; the wire mnail synd!cue has
been selling abroad n 213 marks and
at home for 326 marks. The material
men have, in some cases, granted re-
bates on exports. Concerns that con-
trol the whole process from ocoke to
finished product are making some pro~
fit, and rolling mills that had not
t far ah can buy Engilish
iron on the decline, but a larger part
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of the German lron trade is In & criti-
cal condition on account of the sub-

Hardvure Trade Notes.

Iron pipe continues to advance in
price,

Linseed ofl has declined 3c at Mont-
real,

Sleighshoe steel is quoted 10c higher
in the east, and bar fron jc per 100
pounds higher.

Rajlway construe lon nuaterlats have
been in big demand at sl Amoerican
manufacturing . aatees  during  the
past few w.

Advices from Pittsburg say that
orders are now on file in the varlous
roundrlea of that city for wpwardl [4

000 tons of steel rails. An ad-
vance in prices is expected.

Scrap iron and metals are in big de-
mand at Pittaburg and other United
Btates centres. Old steel ralls are now
quoted at $17 to $17.50 per ton there
and cast iron scrap at $14.25 to $14.50
per ton.

The Canada Horse Nail Co. an-
nounce that they have removed the re.
strictions imposed by them as to the
selling price of their goods, untit the
situation is dll‘terent to that which ex-
Ists at present.

At ¢he last mession of the Minnesota
lez!nhmre a law was passed defining

ingredlents to be used in the
manufncture of mixed paints
prohibiting the sale of any other
paints unless the can or package be
labelted ‘“‘adulterated.”

United States window glass manu-
facturers have decided that their pre-
sent enormous profits on glass are not
enough to satisfy them and accord-
ingly another advance of 20 per cont,
in prices is to be made, 10 per cent,
on the first of May and 10 por cent,
on the first of June,

The Montrea” hardware market is
reported to be in an actlve zorndition
at present. Wholesale houses are very
busy. Manufacturing concerns have
orders booked for months ahead.
Prices hold firm as a rule, although
butts and hinges are =sU'ghtly lower
Rar ir2 and ansced off are sironger

The American Window Glass Co.
and others in the United States Asso-
clation are endeavoring to get all the
factories to clo-e on May 11th. It is
expected that most of the indepen-
dents outside of the association will
close about that date and there will
g%no production during the summer.

will have a strong effect on
prices in mid-summer.

The International Steel Iron and
Pipe Co., has been formed to locate im-

meénse steel mills at Sault Ste. Marl,,
both on the Canadian and Amerlcan
#ides, with a capacity ol {00,%%)0 tons
anually and employing about 10,000
men, ‘The Conwoldated Lake Supe:-
for Power Company, of which 3
Clergue is vice-president, it is unde:-
stood will take a large block of tie
$30,000,000 stock of the new company,
As an outcome of the establishing of
s steel works at the 800 it is said
that a blast furnace will be estuh.

=

‘ lished in Detroit with a capacity ot

1,000 tons of pig iron per day, cui-
ploying 1,000 men. It was intimatcd
by those interested that the new
company would be an active compii-
tor of the recent steel comblue n
the United States.

————r e
The city of Montreal pald out over
302000 Jaat year for dsmmges of var
kinds, mostly resulting from fail
ure to enforoe its own by-laws.

Before Placing
Your Order
For Yarns

See the Morden Yurn, Trade Mark

“MANITOBA »

Every skein labelled, Put up in
six 6-1b, spindles, 16 oz, to the 1b,
If jyou've not seen it, write direct
to the mill for samples and prices

Merchauts having wool to sell
wonld do well to write and get our
prices. 30 Ij

*0

THE MORDEN
WOOLLEN MILLS

MORDEN, WANITOBA

Oranges
Lemens
l-nnu

m 'l'ountoos

—~ Arriving Daily

FANCY STOCK
PROMPT SHIPMENT

BRIGHT & JOMNSTON, ' i~

now on the way direct from

In with the in
aw s in the New York mackot
refiners there advanced prices for re-
fined 10c per 100, on all xrades last
w

growers throughout North
Puaciic states and ldaho are fecling
confident of & good fruit crop this
season. Indications are that apples
:nf prunes will e especially plenti-
ul

One independent canner has an-
nounced opening prices on Columbla
river salmon for June and July deliv-
ery at about 10 cents low:r than the
opening figures named . year ago by
{ndcpendents, and it I8 expected this
will Influence the openlng Nrize nam-
e3 by the amoclation.

It is sald that the Southern Califor-
nia Prune Association spent $20.900
in educating the buying public 1o en
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Chattel Mortgage Form

As used by the leading implement men and private bankers in the
west. Adapted for use in Manitoba and also in the Territories.

All kinds of Forms and Notes. Send for prices and samples.
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