THE BUSINESS SITUATION
Suturday, Oct. 21, 1899.

The past woeek has brought  very
few now developments o the business
situntion. Trade In the city Is steady
fn ail lines, and as a rule business men
of all clusses have about 1l they can
do. Cold weather has atimulated the
danaud for all kinds of seasonaule
wearing apparel amd sorting orders in
these lines are beginuning to come in.
Receipts of all classes of winter goods
suth ag are usually brought in lako
aad rall are heavy and will be until
the closo of navigation. With very
few exceptions prices are tending up-
wards for all staple lines of goads.
Sugar is the most notuble oxception
the pricos of this important commo-
dity having gone  down again  this
week.  The settlement of the strike
of the ¢ P R machinists las
removel the prineipal disturbing cle-
ment in the business situation. Some
compiaints are belng made of slow
colleetions, which is due, no doubt, to
the tendeney of Iarmers 1o hold their
grain for higher prices. Shord  ex-
tepsions of Ostoler paper have leen
asked for by couniry merchauts in
some instancos.

Bank clearings this week for five
days ending Wednesday, show a sub-
stautial advance over the same week
a year ago with six days, but are
somewhat smaller than two years ago
which also hiad six days in the wesk.
Thursday  being Thanksgiving day
{his year no banking was doae.

Aloney is faivly pientiful in the city
for all purposes. The wmovementd to the
country for grain purposes is steady.
The prevatling rate of discount for
toouws b3 6 to § per cent aecording to
uame. Mortgage loaus range mostly
1t 6 o 7 per cent on Winnipegg pro-
prrty. The current quotations for
arm Joans is S per cent, but an  ju-
creasmy numler are going through at
7 per cont.
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(Al giiotalions, unless otherwise upeci.
ticd. arc waolesalo for sucit quantitics
as are uaualiyr taken by retail dealers,
and ave sulijee’ to tho usnail reduction
on large quaniitics aund to cash dis.

counts.)
DRUGS.

Thi wrag market iv 2 most avt.ve one
anl loca® liouses report husiuass sme-
usually good. Country  ovders ire
Jasgel 3t mOre numerons thau aver,
Tesiies a1 woold Tun on staple lines of
drugs proyer, there is au exeMlont de-
nawl for arug sumdrles and iancy
oo, Colloctions ars a litiz siow,
and in some Instances extensions have
been asked for. but this is regarded
as ouly a temporary delay in paviuenis
wiiel. are sure to bo gool tu Novem-
Lo,

Frisa.

Business Is Tecoming more active as
the wintor approichns, and dealers
have full stocks of all Kiuds of fish on
hand now. Prices remaiu unchanged
from Jast week.

THE COMMERCIAL

YEEL.

Locally thero hus been no change
In the fuel eltuation, United States an-
thraeite conl remains at the old gvo-
{ation of $10 per ton rotuil delivered
In the elty. for standard sizos, notwith-
standing numerous reporws of high-
er pricos. So far the alarming rumors
of high prices for this stundard article
of fuel havo heen purely of an fmaxin-
ary character. The quotation given
i ©» modcest ous when the first cost of
the coal te city doalers s coustdered,
Yt it is so far universal. On at loast
ane big order which offered i the
city, a'conslderable cut on this ligure
was pimmed, but as tho partics were
unable o Cellver the coal it did not go
through. Ten dollars por ton is the
least that this coal can Ve sold for at
a profit to the dexler. The situation
a6 regards tho supply of Pennsylivania
anthracite continues very bullish, awd
it Is very doubtful if o sufficient quan-
{ity to mcet all requirements wii be
obtainable this winter. 1t is nuite pos-
gible that prices may go higher in the
near future. Forwunataly we have ex-
celloat substitutes available in West~
ern Canada, although not perhaps in
as plentiful supply or at as low {ig-
ures as wo might like. The claim
thnt  competition of Caundlan coals
Prought down the price of Pounsyl-
vapin anihracite last winter, which
claimse  wns made at the time,
looks rather ridiculous now in  the
light of precent high prices.  United
Staites soft cval advanced 10 to 15¢
per ton at primary puints last wesk,
bud this has rnot affecto] the price here.
Weod stocks in the city aro light and
likely to continue so. This is <Jue more
16 shortage ol cars with which  to
Iring the wood in than to actunl
gcarcity of wooil. Somce doalers have
lost considerable woold by fire within
the past two or threo weeks. Qur <oul
quotations will be foumd on  pago
013, Wewd prices  for  cariols on
treck Winnipeg are s follows., Tam-
arac per cord, SE30 to $1.60; green
et tamarae, .25 § ackpuue, per
cord, $4 1o $1.13; dirch, $4.75 to 33:
U~itei States oak, $5; Mannoia ovak,
£4.75: United States maple, £5.23; nop-
lar. $2.85 to $3.

GRLEN FRUITS.

New Californin lcmons are offering
freely.  Mexican orangss of {ine quni.
ity are also in the market at $6.00
per case. New  California figs in
boxcs of 10 ane pound packages to ar-
rive are quoted at $1.60 per box sub-
jeet to change on arrivai.  Smyraa
figs for this market arc now in Mon.
treal. New Granoble wainuts which
will arrive carly in December will be
higher relling at adboul 16c. New al-
monds and [fijberts  should ar-
rive about the oud  of this
month.  Winter apples are moviug
freely it prices named  last  weck.
Seow apples of fancy quality nra sell
ing at $5.00, common varicties at 34
pec barrel.  We quote prices as fol-
lows:

Oranges Valenclas, per box  S$3.50:
Alexicaus, $6; lemons, per box, S4.2%:
uew Califeralas. per box, 5.50: vau-
anas, per munch, $1.73 o §2.25: ap-
ples. wiater, £33 per barrel, la 3
barrel lotsg, §8.60; fall apples, K23,
snow apples, fancy, $5.00 per bharrel;
fair 10 goad, $4.00; wintcer Nelles peary,

per case, S3.50; Californin pzaches,
$£1.23 per casc; Washlngrion  plums,

$§1.20; quinces, per bLaskot of 20 Ibs,
75c: Oatario grapes, 30 to  40c;
per haskey Califorain  grapss, nor
crate, $2.25; Malaga grapes in kegs,
per kog, $8.00; cranberrlus per barrel,
STS0;  coconnuts, por dozen,  S0c:
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Grenoble  walnuats, 15c Tarra.
gona atimonds, 15¢; peanuts, green, 9e,
roasted, 11c; pecatt nuts, 18c per 1b.;
cliestituts, 15¢ maple sugar, per b, 116
apple cider, 35¢ per gallon in barrels
and half barrels; fruit cider put up In
20 and 30 gallon kegs, per gallon, 40c¢;
flge, In hoxes, 7¢ 1b.; new layor figs
in 10 Ib boxey, $1.60; dates 7o por 1b;
Spanish onlous, $1.25 per case; drv
onions, 2¢ per 1b; celery, per dozen,
35¢: sweet potatoes, per barrel, $6.
GROCBRIES.

The market for groceries is active
and firm with an advancing tendency
on some lines, Cauned goods preseut
no new features ithis week and there
is apparently no chance of lower
prices or adeijuate stocks later oun.
Dried frulte are mostly flrm and high-
er in primary markets with a corre-
spouding feeling here.  Sugar declined
S5t per 100’ pounds this week for geanu-
Iated a8 a result of the decline of last
week at refineries. Beans are again
stronger this week and higher figures
than those »ve quote are probable.
The new list for voodenware is not
yet out; meanwhile the 10 per cent
advance ot old prices announced jase
week prevails. There has ‘oren o
sharp advance in the .price of glucose
syrups, amounting to 10 per cent, at
primary polnts.  This will become ef-
fective hero in due course.  To revert
to dried fruits it may Le said that
a considerable quantity of Alediter.
rancan dricd fralts arrived at \on-
treal a few days ago on the Escalona
reme of which Is for the Manitoba
market,  This is the first dircet ship-
ment.  Loose Muscatel ralsing to ar-
rive are higher. Four crowns aro
rearly out of the market. Winnlpeg
prices will be found on page 213.

JTARDWARD.

For the first time in several weeks
the hardware price list has remained
stationery: and we have no changes to
record Fusiness is very active and
the big cousideration is to get stocks.
Pailts, oils an® glass are  also uu.
changed

LUMBER.

Ia thls market tiere bave teen uno
reeeat changes anl present pricesare
roganixl as fixed for the balaunce of
the season. Mills are eatehlug <up
somewht with their onders, hut the
demand continues very heavy, and
Jeaves 1o chance for accumuiution of
stocks., Millwork is In biz  demanad
new for [inishing, and the destruction
of an important Winnipeg mll on
Thurslay morming will delny work in
the clty considerally. A large amount
of partially finishel work was lost.
This has Leen o mood year for Brit-
ish Columbla lumber in this market,
and mtlls offering  Jumber nere  feul
much pleasel with the results.

SCRAP.

This is a lino of business which has
1ecorved more attention this year than
over Lefore,  There is a big demand
for scrap motals of all kinds and for
scrap rubler. Light steel rails are
a'so inrgely ecnquired for and would
{find ey salc here ay
high prices if olffered. We
quota prices as follows : No. 1 cast iron
froe from wrought and malleabdle,
£12 por ton., No. 2 do.. $1.50 per ton:
No. 1 stovo plate, $3.50 to S4 per ton:
wrovght iron  scrap. $6350  per
ton, heavy copper, 10c per pound. cop-
por bottoms, Se per pound. rod brass,
8 te 831.2¢c por pound: yellow birnss,
hieavy, 71.2¢ per pound: Hght brass,
112 to Sc per pounds lead pipe or
toa lead, 21-2¢ per pound: zinc scrap.
Ic per pound : Tage, country mixed, illc



