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bo Worth 'while cansidoring whather wa
aboulal nat lncriease OUr dutias so as ta give
theo entiro B3ritish Calumbia trada ta the
former@ cf Manitoba aud the Territarias,. At
prosent a largo qua'ntity of agrieuiltural pro'

aittare imported tram the Unitof State
Inta Britishn Columbia, tha lower froight
rates in lavor of theo Pacifia coast statas
onahling theo preducors thora ta compoe ta
good. avantage for the Britiqn Columbia
trade aven with tino pyosant duty against

-them. _________

It is pleaning ta note that at ]ast sain@
'wembers of theo Manitoba legislaturo are
bogixnning ta realize that the exemption buai-
mms bas been overdone in Manitoba. lu
supperting the bill prôviding for tino raduc-
tien of theo exemption in the garnisininnt
&et, Non. Mr. Camuron in rasuorted ta hava
said that Ilit ovas just a question if Muni-
taba oves flot in danger et passing theo safety
lino in exemption, logiolation. T ha large
exemptions lied resulted in only $1,600 being
recovered throosgh theo county court bore by
procee o! execoution."

la is a god thing that theo attorney gon-
oral recognuxes this situation. Only a week
or two aga The Commercial said that it oves
ovidently (imo ta hegin roducing exe(mptions.
A start bas beeu, made in tbis direction, and
it i8 hoped heratter theo tendAncy will ho ta
gradually redue exemptions.

DEVXLUP TRIE WATER-WAYS&
Androw PâttulUo, in a speech lu theo On-

tarie legiolature recently, dwolt upan min-
oral develapment in northwestora Ontaria,
ln wbicb hoe Urgea tino recognition of theo
dlaims cf the prospectar as superinr ta thne
upeoulatar. Coming ta another subject ho
said

The first and chie! duty of the gaveru-
mont is as ta transportation. \Ve must
bring the people who goa inta those ragions,
andl we must hring tho prodncts ot tinoir
onerity and capital nearer ta the rest of
theo rld. A great deal comen hooneat once.
Altinough aIl tbrough that country, say for
instance theo Rairaey River rogilon, nature
bas pravided a. marvellous systein o! inter-
communication by water in summer, mucn
of la is useless for lack o! a little expenditure,
& portage bore, a Iack thora, or a canal, it
xnay ho. Sucin work would help theo mines
afiready lu aperatian aud stimulata work an
now prospects.

Thnis hrings us &gain ta theo question. oft ho
development of aur western water-ways, a
matter which'The Commercial bas frequently
discussed. lu nerthwestern Ontario, all theo
way trra tino aastern baundry o! Manitoba,
ta within P. short distance of Laite Suretior,
thora is a chain of waterways wbich it ls ho-
leved coula. ho oponed eut for continuous
navigation. Years ago it ovat theo policy cf theo
M"c bnsie goverrnmont ta develop the
ovater strotches, instead cf building a tinrougn
lino cf railway tramn Laka Superior weetward.
la ia mot necesary nc'w ta diseuse thno wisdom
o! tbat policy as applicd ta theo situation
eighteen or twenaty years ago. Theo develop-
ment o! theso w2,mieratches nuw, bowver,

vould appe4r ta bo a Wise aond avenu necassary
policy, la the intoreot of tha minerai de-
volopmantof thoso groat ragions.

b1r. Patttillo refera more direetly ta thno
dovolopinont o! the-ce wnter-strtches for local
purpo.-es. Thno Commercial wouid like ta me
it talion top with à' inuch, grandor abject in
viow, namly ; the apouiog up of athrouga
wator-routo from thn ed Miver ta Like
Superior. lu aunarticle which aypeared
reontly lu Tho Comrial upan the scub-
Joot or western watar.way8, the follawing-
roforance wais mako ta the possibility of
epening a route tramn the Rsd river ta Lake
Superior

IlLast but not least wu hava anather great
water route wvhich has racivod more oir lacs
considaration for many years T. We rater ta
theo proposai ta establisn a wator rntfi (romn
the Ried River through to Lako Suparior.
This wouid appour superflcially to be a very,
haavy unde3rtakiug, and man.v persans waili
bc inclined. tu d bubt the !ea'ibility of1 stic a
route, on first thought. They will be inolin-
ed ta consider that the ccst wouid ha s0 greaa
that it would be toolisinnass ta undortake it.
Parties who have givan ttno question soute
atudy, however. dlaimn that a water route
f romt the Rled River to Lake Soparinr is flot
only feasiblo, but that the cost o! opening
such a routa' would flot ha out cf proportion
ta theo importance of theo work. bt will b.
romembered that it waa the policy of the
Iate Alexander Mceezie Qovernmp-nt tg .do-
valop theo water stret-ch03 O! thiq route in open-
inig communication hetween the aider pro-
vinces and Man.itoba. Nowevor. th it idea oves
droppod and a railway was buiît instead.
Now that a second autiat ta Lake Superior
ja being considered neesary, it waould appear
ta bo a wiso thirag ta bave a tiorough exarui-
ination of the proposod water route nmade,
beforo docidling that we muet have another
railway. If the water routa bo fcagible ata
reasonablo cost, it wouid be a more valuable
acquisition than a second railway, and it
would provido a means of handling heavy
freight at rates with which, the raitways
could flot begin ta uampetea.

"PFrom ino [led river ta Labo of the Woods
it is believo¶ that a ligino draft canal could,
ho opeucd ata vcry modorate oxpgnso. The
Thoosseao riverrisos nearLake of the Woods
and fl'>ws castward ta the lied river. Theo
land iu south-aastern Manitaba, wext of the
Lakeof the WVouds, is low and marstoy. Thora
is abundaiice f 'aater overywbero. la tact
ta mucn, and tho cinalwooul ho a means of
reclaiming a large area a! land which is flow
ta wat for sattiomont. It bas been alleged
that it is possible ta pasa tramn the Lako of
the Woods ta the Red river, -ia the Rosseau
river, during higli ovatiar, in a canoe, with-
out makiiig any portages, thus indicating
that the country hetween the Lako at Bfloalo
Baiy aud theo head waters of the Rosseau is
iuundated iu high water.

Il Prom the point whae tino propased canal
wouid enter theo Lakte of the Woods, thora ls
navigable ovater aIl the wav ta 'Fort Frances,
a distance af over 100 miles. The opcning
o! a canal ta theo Lske of theo Woods would
bring that grest tiniber couintry ta aur
doars. The Iogs, for sawing mbt Innaber
would ho brougtoa bp ovater ta the Red river.
and tawn here, and thus theo exFonsive rail-
way hall of 130 ta 150 miles would be savad
ta the purchaser of lumber. Theo opcuing of
this part of the route alone, rogardlmoscf
connections eust a! Fort Frances, would ho
an undortaking of immense advanitaze te
Manitoba, providing theo work enu ho donceat
areasonable cost.

IlFromn Fort Frances eastward thora ara
stretches ai navigabl.3 water which it is
claimed coula, ha utilized at a modcra'o cost,

to open tho proposod water ottwlh
about forty miles o! Lake SUPéo wihf
that paint ta the latter jakn, the W01'wvould be very heavy and a sb<.-rt ralîrma
would probably ho neccssary, instul of
earrying the canal through tt, the Iùeý
but aven iv1e h the transfer whj' Il would te
caused by tais break in the wvat<,.- route th

coSt of tra usparting gaods frrat 1ld re~te
LaVe a ~perior would be about eut in two"j

Perhaps Msr. PattullIo wil[ use ilis ingloe
as a meober o! the Ontario jlqýsst,
8oClring a preliminary survoy of this pro.
pod routa. Nudoubt the NMac iba gove.~
mont %vould co-aperato with that o! (ont&h
by having au examination made ni that pX.
tion of the route fromý the Road river teO the
Lake of' the Woods. Il it is then deida
that the route is feasibla at arccabect
it would bo in ardor to approach the Domni
Govarnuaent for assistance.

Tho oponng of aven a $ballo,4 water.nry
ta Lakte Superior would huor such iesi.
able value ta the West, that it would gplo.g
desirablo ta bave a survey o! this route mil~e
as carly as practicablo. As the route lies
principally throui;h tueq prj)Vinco or Oo<ti,
it would ha quite appropriate that the
Oztario goveramont ehoauld nn)ve isut in
the matter.

HALLIN~TR&1~~ fl103 IORI,
The advacates of the proposed provilCW

geverfiment syatem of hait insurance, as no,
before the legistature, etaim that the co
would range only betweeni S1.60 and $L9Z
per quarter section o! land. Tho amouath
so semali that it i5 given al; au argument il
favor ot a general land tax for bail mourus
purpases. Il the amiount wora likely te te
much less than the minimum estimate, it
would flot change the arbitrary aond nomsg
principle af the propoeod law. Why shou
a now settler, wbo bas talion up haitfa *utol
o! land (320 ac.eo), but who ha% only bc
able ta bring twenty-five acres undor calik
tion, ba obligad ta pay a sain paooi4
amountiig ta $9 or $10 per annuin, for il
protection of the well-to-do fariner wfs
oeltivated 200 ta 800 acres, the letter payhj
n a more than the former, thougo rectiinq
oight ta twelve timeas as much prote:ea
Apply the saine reasoniag ta the fariner vit.
devoted bis land principally ta stcck.rag
or dairying, or ta the struggling farmeràl
had st.artcd with limited moes, aud whol.
flot boomn able ta accumulato sufiâcientpki
ta work more thau a limited area of his lWa

Na rnatter haw the question is vieýAà,
littie roasoning will show that the jirf
genoral tax systein is entirely wrong. Das
gavern ment systomn is tloought necoSary la.
it ha based on business prinoiples, eanh ou
paying in proportion ta the protetion >~
ceiveol-in proportion ta the amourtolpp
porty at risk.

UOAL RG.
The Winnipeg Fre Prosu says:
"A, gentleman interested in the budwl

mines tip in the [lochies disputei the
mont nmade in these calumes, thatiduVe
-Pennsylvania. anthracite would. ralié à
prtce of hard cali Mluiunipeg-." Thtr
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