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be worth whilo considoring whether wo
should not increase onr duties so as to give
the entire British Columbin trade to the
farmers of Manitoba and the Territories. At
present a large quantity of agricultural pros
duots are imported from the United States
into British Columbia, the lower freight
rates in favor of the Pacific coast states
enabling the preducers thers to competo to
good advantage for the British Columbia
trade even with the present duty against
them.

EXEYPTIONS.

It 18 pleasing to noto that at last some
members of the Manitobs legislature are
beginning o realize that the exemption busi~
nes3 has been overdone in Manitoba. In
supporting the bill providing for ths reduc-
tion of the exemption in the garnishment
sot, Hon. Mr, Camoron is reported to have
said that *'it was jast a question if Mani-
taba was not in danger of passing tho safety
line in exemption legiglation, The large
exemptions had resulted in only $4,600 being
ruecovered through the county court here by
process of execution,”

It is & good thing that the attorney gen-
eral recogunizes this situation. Only a week
or two ago The Commercial said that it was
evident)y time to bogzin roducing exemptions,
A start has been made in this direction, and
it is hoped hereafter the teadancy will be to
gradually reduce exemptions.

DEVELOP THE WATER-WAYS.

Audrew Pattullo, in a speech in the On-

tario legislature recently, dwelt upon min-
eral development in northwestern Ontario,
in wbich he urged the recognition of the
claims of the prospector as superior to the
speculator. Coming to another subject he
said: .
The first and chief duty of the govern-
ment is as to transportation. Wo must
bring the people who go into those regions,
and we must bring the products of their
energy and capital nearer to the rest of
the world. A great deal can be doneat once.
Although all through that couctry, say for
instance the Rainay River region, nature
has provided &« marvellous system of inter-
commaunication by water in summer, much
of it i3 useless for lack of a little expenditure,
& portage here, & lock thers, or a canal, it
may be. Sach work would help the mines
already in operation and stimulate work on
new prospects.

This brings us again to the question of the
development of our western water-ways, a
matter which The Commercial has frequently
discussed. In northwestern QOntario, all the
way from the eastern boundry of Manitoba,
to within a short distance of Lake Sugerior,
there is & chain of waterways which it is be-
lieved could be opened out for continuous
navigation, Yearsago it was the policy of the
Maeokensie government to develop these
water stretches, instead of building & through
line of railway from Lako Superior weatward.
It i not necessary now to disouss the wisdom
of that policy as applied to the situation
eighteen or twenty years ago. The develop-
ment of these waior-siretches now, however,
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would appesr to bo a wiseand evon necossary
rolicy, in the intorest of tho mineral de-
velopmeontof thoso great regions,

Mr. Pattullo refers more direstly to the
developmont of these water-stretekies for local
purposes. The Co\mmorcial would like to sco
iv taken up with o’ much grandor object in
view, namely ; tho oponing up of athrough
wator-route from tho Red river to Liake
Superior. In an article which aypoared
rocontly in The Commaerow! upon the sub-
joot of westorn water-ways, the following
reforenco was make to the possibility of
opening aroute from the Rod river to Lake
Superior

‘' Linat but not least we havo another groat
wator route which has recoived more or less
consideration for many years. We refor to
the proposal to establish a wator routafrom
the Red River through to Lako Supsrior.
This would appoar superficially to be o very.
heavy undertaking, and many persouns will
bo inclined to d wabs the feasibility of such s
route, on first thought. They will be inoclin-
ed to consider that the cost would he so greas
that it would be foolishness to uundertake it.
Parties who have given the question some
study, however, claim thata water route
from the Rod River to Lake Suparior is not
only feasible, but that tho cost of opening
such a route would not ba out of proportion
to the importance of the work. It will be
romembered that it was the policy of the
1ate Alexander McKenzie Government to.de-
velop the water stretches of this routo in open-
ing communication betwean the older pro-
vinces and Manitoba. However, thatidea was
dropped and a railway was built instead,
Now that a second outlet to Lake Superior
18 being considered neocessary, it would appear
to be & wise thing to have & thorough exam-
ination of the proposed water route made,
before deciding that we must have another
railway. If tho water route be feasible ata
reasonable cost, it would bs & more valuable
scquisition than a second railway, and it
would provide a means of handling heavy
freight at rates with which the railways
could not kegin to vompete.

“From the Red river to Lake of the Woods
it i3 believed that a lighct draft canal could
beopened ata very modorate expanse, The
‘The Rosseau river rises near Lake of the Woods
and flows eastward to the Red river, The
land in south-sastern Manitoba, west of the
Lake of the Waods, islowand marshy., There
is abundancs of water gverywhere. In fact
to much, and the canal wous bs a means of
reclaiming a large avea of land which is now
to wet for settloment, It has been ailleged
that it is possible to pass from the Lako of
the Woods to the Red river, via the Rossesu
river, during high watear, in & canoe, with-
out making any portages, thus indicating
that the country bstween the Liake at Baffalo
Biy and the head wators of the Rosseau is
inundated in high water.

“ From the poiut where tho proposed canal
would enter the Lake of the Woods, there is
navigable water all the way to Fort Frances,
& distance of over 100 miles, ‘The oponing
of a canal to the Liake of the Woods would
bring that great timber country to our
doors. The logs for sawing iato lumber
would be brougnt bv water to the Red river,
and zawn here, and thus the exponsive rail-
way hall of 130 to 150 miles would be saved
to the purchaser of lumber. The oponing of
¢his part of the route alone, regardless of
connections east of Fort Frances, would be
an undertaking of immense advantage to
Manitoba, providing the work can be dono at
& reasonable cost.

“ From Fort Frances eastward there ara
stratches of navigabls water which it is

to open tho proposed water 1 nee
a.bo&t forty gilﬁ: of Lake le:):er.o? mikia
that point to the latter lake, (hq work
would bs very heavy and a shert railrogd
would probably bo pecessary, instead of
tarrying the canal through tn thg lake,
but even with the tramsfor which would by
caused by this break in the water route, thy
gast of tra nsrorting goods from lied ey t
Lake Suporior would be about cut iy twg "

Porbaps Mr. Pattullo will use s influene
as & momber of the Ontario legslasyr i
securing & preliminary survey of this :"ro-
posed routo. Nudoubt the Mauit,by govern.
mont would co-operate with that of Qptyy

by having an oxamination made of tht por
tion of the route from\:bo Rod river to g3
Take of'tho Woods. TF it is then duity
that the route is foasiblo at a raascnabl cot
it would be in order to approach the Dowminiyg
Governwment for assistance.

Tho opening of even & shallow Waterony
to Lake Superior would be of such ineyig.
ablo valuo to the West, that it would appea
desirabloto have a survey of this routs myJ,
a3 carly as practicable. A3 tho route Jiy
principally through tns proviacs of Qatary,
it would bo quite appropriate thay g
Oatario goverament should muve first ig
the matter.

HAIL INSURANCE ONCE MORR,

The advocates of the proposed provinsal
government system of hail insurance, as gy
before tho legislature, olaim that the et
would range only between $1.60 and $ig)
per quarter section of land,  The amonntis
sosmall that it is given as an argumentiy
favor of a genoral Jand tax for hail inszriny
purposes.  If the amount were likely to by
much less than the minimum estimaty it
would not change the arbitrary and ugjs
principle of the proposed law.  Why shoglf
a now sottler, who has taken up half a sactiss
of laud (820 acre3), but who has only b
able to bring twenty-five acres under caltin
tion, bs obligad to pay a sum posily
amounting to 83 ur $10 per aunum, for th
protection of the well-to-do farmer wi
caltivated 200 to 800 acres, tho latter payiyy
no more than the former, though recsiripg
eight to twelve times as much proteste
Apply the same reasoning to the farmer v
devoted his land principally to stock-raiiy
or dairying, or to the struggliug farmer vk
had started with limited means, and whohe
not been able to accumulate sufficient plast
to work more than a limited area of bislad

No matter how the question is viewd,s
little reasoning will show that tho proposd
general tax system is entirely wropg, Iis
government system is thought neccssary, it
it be based on business prinoiples, each o
paying in proportion to the protection
ceived—in proportion 0 the amountdpe
porty at risk.

GOAL PRIGES.

The Winnipeg Free Press says:
A gentleman interested in the bardes!
mines up in the Reckies disputes the
ment made in thess columns, that adoiya
Pennsylvania anthracite wonld rsie
price of hard coal in Winnipeg.” Thesyt,

claimed could be utilized at a modera®e cost,

(Gondimuel on I'ege 6i0.)




